[locsaLiaerca AHATOAMIO HuKOAQEBMYY
Exosy, MpesnaeHty HOY BlMO “UHCTuTyT
yrpaBaeHus” (r. ADXQHIEAbCK), AOKTOPY

OKOHOMMHECKMX HAYK, MPocheccopy,
NOYETHOMY PABOTHMKY BbICLLIETO
npogheCcCcrMoHAAbLHOro 0bpa3oBaHMI PP —
YEAOBEKY, MOAAEPXKABLLEMY MEHS B TPYAHbIN
nepmos MOEM XKXU3HM

To Anatoliy N. Yezhov, President

of Institute of Management (Non-state
Educational Institution of Higher Professional
Education in Arkhangelsk, RF), Doctor

of Economics, professor, honorary education
worker — the one, who supported me when
my life was hard.
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LBC 84-5

F 34

Fedotov, A. A. Black Pygmy Tiger. Fairy-tale novel. — A.
A. Fedotov. — Moscow, 2012. — P. 160.

In a dream world, everything is a lot easier that in “re-
ality”; but its problems are very much the same as the ones
we face in our everyday life. Likewise, it is difficult not to lose
the ability for telling right from wrong, for loving and forgiving.
Even more difficult it is to realize that it is your choice between
the good and the evil that defines your future as well as the
future of the whole country — even if this choice does not seem
meaningful to you...

For general audience

© A. A. Fedotov, 2012

BBK 84-5
D 34

®enoTos, A. A. Yépusbrit kapaukosBsii Turp. IloBecTs-cras-
ka. — A. A. ®egoros. — Mocksa, 2012. — ¢. 160.

B crasouHo# cTpaHe BCE HAMHOTO IIPOIIE, YeM B «peasib-
HOM» sku3Hu. Ho mpobsiembl B HEM cOBceM Te ke, C KOTOPHI-
MU CTAJTKMBAEMCS MBI B ITIOBCEIHEBHOCTH. H TaK K€ CJIOKHO 34
eKeTHeBHOM CyeTON He IMOTePSITh CIT0COOHOCTh Pa3INIaTh 1060
U 3710, HE Pa3y4dUThCs JIIOOUTH U IIPOINATH. a eIllé CJIOKHee —
0CO3HATH, YTO UMEHHO OT TBOET0, KAa3aJIoCh OBbI, HMYEro He 3Ha-
YaIero BHEITHe BHIOOpa MEKTY TOOPOM U 3JI0M MOSKET 3aBUCETH
He TOJIBKO TBOS CyJb0a, HO M Ccympba Bce#l CTpaHbI...

Jls1st IpoKoro Kpyra YnTaTese.

© MemoTtoB A. A., 2012



CHMUMAIO LLUASANY!

Buepa Beuepom K0 MHe B TOCTH IIPHUIIENT
T'ocymaps «Bces Ilombesma», mHaimr «Bcel-
HBII, a CTAJIO OBITh — BCEMH JIIOOMMBIH, Yep-
HEIT KoT MoTs.

— Msy! — masumaTesbHO CKa3aJ OH, YTO
B YJIbTUMATUBHON opMe 3HAYUIIO: «eCJIU THI
He mamb MHe (ceiuac sxe! HeMmemyieHHo!) ar-
IIeTUTHBINA KYCOYEeK BETUYHHBI UJIX €eIlle JIy4Ille
OexoHa — TeOs HeJb3s yKe OyJaeT Ha3BaATh
XOpOoIIuM 4YeJIOBEKOM, a €CJIX Thl HEe HAJIbEIllb
MHe 1oaHoe (1o kKpaes!) OJII0IeYKO MOJIOKA —
TO OKOHYATEJILHO Iepeiaellb B pa3pas Heuc-
IIPABUMBIX HETOOAEB».

— OHu coBceM, KaK JIIOIH, — PELIN 5.

Bepmuee, gaxe, s mogymaJ Tak:

— OHu cosceM Kak JIOIN.

U sty pasHuUIly MOTYT IIOHATH TOJIBKO JIIO-
¥, 3HAIINE, B KAKOM CJIydae «KaK» IHUIIeT-
¢S ¢ 3aIISITOM M B KAKOM — 0e3 oHOI. JTo Bce
PAaBHO YTO «KA3HUTH HEJIb3d IIOMUJIOBATH?...

— CHuMamo 1Ay, cyaapb, — MOI0b-
CTHJICA d, HAJINBAAd MOJIOKO X1 Hape3ad 66KOH.
I/I Cpa3y BCIIOMHUNJI CTUXOTBOPHBIEC CTPOKH Be-
JIMKOT'0 CKa30YHHKA IIPOIIJIOTO CTOJIeTHUd aH-
ranuanuHa Jlomanpma Buccera:

A cnasrovili macmep Kenu.
Tru wnanwve 2 Howsy,
3narxomo2o samemus,

Hx npunoonams cnewy.

U s, nosepvme, ouens pao
Tpu wnsanvt nodnumams noopso.

Vpa, Ypa, 2 ouens pao

Tpu wasanvt nodnumams noopsd!
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HATS OFF

Yesterday night I had a visitor — Motya,
a black cat, the “Lord of All Entrance Hall”,
owned by all and so loved by all.

— Mew, — said he and that — as an ulti-
matum — meant, “If you don’t give me — right
now! immediately! — a nice piece of ham or —
even better — bacon, you will lose your name as
a good person and if you don’t pour me a full (I
mean — full!) saucer of milk you will irrevoca-
bly turn into a hopeless scoundrel.”

— They behave like people, — decided I
— or, rather, — They behave as people. This
difference can only be sensed by those, who can
tell “like” from “as”.

— I am taking my hat off, My Lord, —
wheedled I while pouring the milk and cutting
the bacon. And then I recalled verses by Donald
Bisset, a great English fairy-tale writer of the
last century: “I am good Mr. Cappie wearing
three hats. As soon as I spot an acquaintance,
I hurry to take them off. And — trust me — I
am very happy to take all my three hats off in
turn. Hooray, hooray, I am happy to take them
off in turn!”

These are nice lines that correspond to my
mood. I would be ready to take ten hats off to a
wonderful fairy-tale writer of the 21st century,
professor, Doctor of Historical Sciences from
Ivanovo — Aleksey Fedotov, whose manuscript
of a new fairy tale I have read. And it is not
because he is talented, and not because he is a
good person, and not because he is a fairy-tale
writer (there are many) — but because he is a
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Taxue BOT ciiaBHBIE CTPOKH, ITOJHOCTHIO
COOTBETCTBYIOIIIHIE MOEMY HAaCTpOoeHuU. f OBbLI
OBI TOTOB CHSATH W JIECATH IIJISI IIepes 3aMe-
YaTeJIbHBIM CKa30uHMKOM XXI cromerus —
mpodeccopoM, TOKTOPOM UCTOPUUECKUX HAYK
uBaHoBIEeM Anekceem DeT0TOBBIM, PYKOIIHCH
HOBOHM CKa3ku KoTOporo g uuraj. M He mo-
TOMY, 4TO OH TajJaHTAUB. M He moToMy, 4TO
xopomuit yejgoBerk. VI He moToMy, 4TO CKa-
3ouHuK (mx MHOTO). [ToTOMY, YTO CKA30UYHUK
JIJIST B3POCJIBIX JeTel, KAKOBBIMHU MBI OCTaeM-
cs1 10 TpoboBoro kamusA. Ecau raEeBHO 0TOpPO-
CUTHb B CTOPOHY WEPEeJIUIOBAHHBIX, MOIIJIO-
apoTu3npoBaHHBIX “Beiocueskky ¢ rmomamu’
U moJ00HBIE OMYCHI, TO B CyXOM OCTATKe II0-
Jy4JaeTcs OYeHb Jla’ke CKPOMHBIN IIJIacT CKa-
30k musa B3pocabix: Ceudr, Jladouren (uHO-
rjia ero MpowW3BeJleHUs HA3BIBAOT 0ACHAMU,
HO 9TO HE COBCEM MIPAaBUJILHO U JIa’Ke COBCEM
HeIPaBUJIbHO), KOHEYHO ke (CHUMAa MUJI-
JIMOHBI IIJIAN ¢ MUJIJIAOHOB T0si0B), CasThI-
koB-Illenpun, pasymeercsi, JleckoB co cBOUM
“JleBmroit”, BHe Bcaxoro comuHenus, Camra
Yepusiit, paccrasaBmuii HaMm Mmujasie “Cou-
MaTCKUe CKAa3KW , KaK 9TO HU HapaoKCcalb-
"o, KabIuKoB, Tpu pomMaHa KOTOPOTO — CYThb
oqHa O00JIBIAas, 3aBOPAKUBAIOIIAS CKa3Ka,
ycaaga I ycTaJioM JYIMH B3POCJIOTO pe-
Oeura, ma, moskanayi, eme Mcrkampmep, moma-
puBmuii B XX CTOJIETHH CBOUX ~KpoawmKos
¥ yAaBOB”, HU C YeM He CPaBHUMYIO UCTOPHUIO,
KOTOpas IMPOou30IIJia “B JajeKue-IIpegaieKue
BpeMeHa B OJHOU IOMKHOU-TPEIIKHON cTpa-

He, Kopoue roBopsd, B Adpuke...” . 3Hamw. 4To

MHOTHE TPaXKIaHe U TPAKTAHKA IOABEPTHYT
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fairy-tale writer for big children, whom we stay
as long as we live. If we wrathily discard ‘Snow
White with her dwarfs’ and other things alike
which have been turned inside out and vulgarly
eroticized, then at the bottom line we will have
a very small number of fairy tales for adults:
Jonathan Swift, Jean de La Fontaine (whose
works are sometimes called fables though this
is not correct and even absolutely incorrect),
Mikhail Saltykov-Shchedrin, Nikolai Leskov
and his The Tale of Cross-eyed Lefty from Tula
and the Steel Flea, by all means, Sasha Chorny,
who told us his nice Soldiers’ Tales, strange as
it may seem — Sergey Klytchkov, whose three
novels are actually one big charming fairy tale,
a delight for an exhausted heart of a big child,
and — probably — Fazil Iskander, who in the
20th century wrote his Rabbits and Boa Con-
strictors, a story comparable to none that took
part in “old, very old times in a southern, very
southern country — in short — in Africa...”

I know that many citizens and citizeness-
es will subject my lemmata to obstruction a la
(quoting from memory) “Engels treated Hegel
like a rabid dog” and they will not fail to declare
that I most impudently skipped Nikolai Gogol,
absolutely intentionally forgot about Mikhail
Bulgakov, and — what is most unpleasant —
did not appreciate Seumas MacManus and Jo-
seph Jacobs. In excuse, I can only humbly mum-
ble that the first two of those mentioned are so
great that their names should be tabooed for
anyone venturing so far as to imagine himself
being capable of writing a preface to a fairy tale;
while the last two — though being good — never
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MOU JIeMMBI OOCTPYKIIMU — Ha MaHep (I[u-
TUPYIO IO IAMSATH). “DHTeJIbC TPETHPOBAJ
lerensa, kax GemreHyo cobaky”, ¥ He IIpeMU-
HYT 3asBUTH, YTO I CAMBIM HATJIBIM 00pas3oMm
He YIOMsHYJ ['oToJist, HAITPOYb YMBIIIJIEHHO
3a0b11 0 Bysnrakose um, 4To 0cOOEHHO HeENpU-
saTHOo, coBceM He oueHus lllamaca Max Many-
ca u Jxoseda xexobca.

B cBoe ompaBmaHme MOry TOJBKO KaJI-
KO ITpoJierieTaTh, YTO IepBBIE JBOE CTOJIb Be-
JIUKHW, YTO MMeHa WX JIOJIKHBI ObITh Tabympo-
BaHBI JJIS JIIOOOTO YeJIOBeKa, O0HATJIEBIIEro
JI0 TAKOM CTEIleHU, YTO BO3OMHUBIIIETO B cebe
HaJU4YWe CIO0COOHOCTeM K HAIMCAHUI0 CKa-
30YHBIX ITPEIMCJIOBUM, a JIBOE IIOCJIEIHUX,
XOTh W XOPOIIH, HO TAK M HE CMOTJIA BOMTH
CBOMMH CKa3KaMU B TOHKYI0 TKaHBb PYCCKOTO
MEHTaJIUTeTa, a II0CeMY W H3BECTHBI TOJBKO
dwusomoram, na u To He BceMm. [loaTomy He cTo-
uT O0pocaTb B MEHSs, YeJ0OBeKa, KOTOPOTO II0-
KJOHHWEM JIbIOMCAa TOYHO HPUTOBOPAT K Ka-
TOP’KHBIM paboTaM, a TOJKUEHHUCTHI (KTO OBI
coOMHeBaJIcsI?) — K deTBepToBaHUi0O B Mopun
mpsMo Ha Mormie JlapuHa, CUIBHO YK KPYII-
HBIMU KaMHSIMU WJIN Ja’ke MEJIKOW TaJIbKOM
(Bce paBHO GoapHO!). A, cobGecTBeHHO TOBOPS,
U He cOOMpAIOCh HU 37eCh, HU TJe-TO BOOOIIe
OCBeIllaTh, KaK JIy4 CBeTa B TEMHOM IapCTBe,
HCTOPHUI0 “B3pociioit ckasxwm”. IlpocTto xouy
0003HAYUTH HEKYIO BeXy: B PAIY 3aMedaTesib-
HBIX JUTEepaTopoB B XXI Beke mosSABUIICS eIle
oguH Ooerr. IIpenperar ero xuuram (He TOJIb-
KO CKa3KaM, KCTaTH) JOJITYI0 U CYACTIUBYIO
SKU3HB 110J1 100peiM CoJtHIleM, B HAIIIEM Yygec-
HOM MUpe — MHOTOMEPHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE, T/e
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,;\ made it into the fine fabric of the Russian men-
XS tality which is why th ly k

N ality which 1s why they are only known to
/ philologists and not to all of them. So please
do throw too large stones or even fine pebbles
(hurts anyway!) at me, who would be sentenced

to penal servitude by admirers of C. S. Lewis,
and by those of J. R. R. Tolkien (no doubt) —
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%“ to quartering right on Durin’s grave in Moria. ’;}}\’
/\" Actually, I am not going — here or anywhere "/\
=;X else — to address the history of fairy tales for %—é}}
k"/\\ adults. All T am going to do is to place a certain @\

7{” landmark: another author joined the wonderful ?‘:’K
=€;>% literati of the 21st century. To his books (not %\4}}
%\\ only fairy tales), I predict a long and happy life A

N under the kind Sun in our marvelous world, YA
_/ )\\_, this multi-dimensional space with enough room 4\=
\ );? for Black Pygmy Tiger, for Winged Lion, for the :j

% degraded cat named Foolish Animal, and for é}‘:o
_/ N, many more as well as for much more... u’(\_
_ ):’ I sink into the world of the “Tiger” (wishing “? T
%ﬁ the same to you) and I hear the expected and zf,s‘,
/ ;V unavoidable “Mew!!!” My friend is amazingly ‘IZ\
=)X polite. He always thanks for the treat. Strange ?—(ﬁ}
k,:,/i\ creatures they are — those Black Pygmy Ti- "}:,x’
/\" gers. They behave like people. They behave as \‘/\
=€;;g people! Take Motya the (?at for example... “You (&/\43:
kr‘/j are the best of cats! I will shake your paw for A

7{0’ you have taken my hat off...” %:,ﬁ
[R5 %}
\% Mikhail Smirnov, )
9 \\'s,/ journalist, :,’,, ’e
10\ President of Nasha Rodina Publishers — gf\\
S &L
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ecTb MecTo U UepHoMy KapamkoBomy Twurpy,
u Kpoutatomy JIbBy, u omycTuBmieMmycst KOTY
mo umenu Dyn JHUMA, U elle MHOTO KOMY

U Yemy...

| 28
s

”»

A morpy:zarocs B mup “Turpa” (uero u Bam

COBETYI0) U CJIBIIIY OKHIaeMOoe,

O\‘lﬁ'

A WO S NN /e WY LNANW e W LNANW e WY NN e W LN -, e A WO P NN
AGZERY WG LY A6 LS AC L A LR ALY W DD

HeIIpeMeH-

Hoe “May!!!"”. Moit gpyr yJIUBUTEIBHO BEKJIUB.
OH Bcerna 6iraromapur 3a yromenne. CTpasnnbie
cymiectBa ot YepHble Kapankossie Turpsr. Co-
BeeM, Kak ogu. Coscem kak momgu! Tor sxe Mo-
TS, HAIIPUMED...
Tot nyvwwasn us kower!
Tebe noowcmy s nany
3a mo, umo
C 20710861 Moeli
Cetivac cHana mol WANY...
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N I have never exactly ‘made’ a story. With me
¢  the process is much more like bird-watching than
like either talking or building. I see pictures.
Keep quiet and watch and they will begin join-
ing themselves up. If you were very lucky (I have
never been as lucky as all that) a whole set might
join themselves so consistently that there you

R
&

&

9

Y&
&4“_’/\'

~—1
1 &
.14,:/,

| V

N
e
%“ had a complete story: without doing anything ’;}}\ A
N : : /)
/ N  yourself. But more often (in my experience al- ‘/\
=;X ways) there are gaps. Then at last you have to %—é}}
%‘\ do some deliberate inventing, have to contrive 3§
\’/

N

==

e

Q
“'I

reasons why these characters should be in these
various places doing these various things.

||\‘
{si %
%904

\)
> X Let the pictures tell you their own moral. f:f,’
=/ N\ For the moral inherent in them will rise from %\=
¥ whatever spiritual roots you have succeeded in €Y
KA . . . 2N
) :‘:’ striking during the whole course of your life. ?:0‘/
/ N, Butif they don’t show you any moral, don’t put u’(\
=):7 one in. For the moral you put in is likely to be “? il
k‘f/: a platitude, or even a falsehood. The only moral /’:
NN\ VA

that is of any value is that which arises inevi-
tably from the whole cast of the author’s mind.
C. S. Lewis
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Kozoa s nuwy, s cropee Habniooawo
3a nmuuamu, ywem cmpoio 30anue. A suicy 00-
pasvi. Hyocro ace2o nuub 3amepemns u ciedumo,
KaK OHU coeduHaomes opye ¢ opyaom. Ecnu eam
oueHb noeezem (MHe HUK020Q4 He 6e3Jl10 Ha-
CMOJIbKO), U3 dMUX 00pa308 nocsiedo8amesibHo
CKIa0bl8AeMCA KAPMUHQA, U 6bl 6e30 8CAK020
mpyoa nosyuaeme 20mogyio ucmoput. Ho ua-
we (a co mmoil ece20a) 8 Heli ecmb nPobEsibL.
Bom mosavko mo2da eam u npuxooumcs 4mo-
Mo nPUOYMbL8ambs, WmobvL 00bACHUMb, NOUCMY
me usu UHble NePCOHANCU OKA3AJUCH MAM-MO
U mam-mo u 0enanm mo-mo u mo-mo.

Ecnu 6 ucmopuu, komopyio eévt cobupae-
mecb paccKa3ambv, 3aJI0HCEHA KAKAS-MO MO-
pasvb, OHG Heu3bex CcHo 803HUKHem cama coboll
U 8 Heli ompa3umcs 8ecb 8QUL HCUSHEHHbLIL

onvim. A ecsiu Hem, He HYXCHO ee u3obpemams.
To, umo y sac nosyuumecs, 0ydem OAHAILHO-
cmoio unu oavce Jnoxcvio. Eouncmeennas mo-

panv, Komopas umeem KAKY0-mo uewy, — Mo-
panv camoeo agmopa.

K. C. J/Ivrouc
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ANIMAL LAND

Animal Land was inhabited by all sorts
of dwellers — talking animals and fictive
beings. However, people were scarce — for
the demands to them were too high: it was
considered that a human should be perfect
in everything — honest, noble, kind, and
brave. If not — please visit a local police
office and exchange your passport to the
one for a goblin — those could be of any
kind.

Still, the country was big enough for
everyone. One cannot say that the life of
its inhabitants was trouble-free — the
simple and fair laws became burdensome
after the local administrators interpret-
ed their rules of application; the citizens
would often quarrel, too. At the same time,
criminality was hardly recorded — as op-
posed to the neighboring countries of Gob-
linland and Leprechaunia, immigrants
from which acquired their residence per-
mits only after numerous loyalty checks.
There was no hunger; everybody had ac-
commodation and job.

The Tsar of Animal Land was Winged
Lion. Being wise and noble, he cared for
every subject of His so everyone would be
able to realize his or her talents. His first
consideration was freedom as the biggest
value for a living creature so there should
be a chance for everyone to show their
worth while His interference was only ap-
propriate in extreme cases. However, it so
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3R6PAANIHY

3BepiaHauy KTO TOJIBKO HU :kui! U1 ro-
BOpPSIIME 3BepH, M CKA30UHbIE CylmecTBa. Jlro-
Ilel, TIpas/ia, ObIJIO MAJIO: CIIUIIIKOM V3K BBICOKKIE
TpebOBaHUS K HUM 3/1eCh IpeIbABIAanch. Cuu-
TaJIOCh, YTO YEJIOBEK JOJIAKEH OBITh BO BCeM 0e3-
yIIpeYeH — M YECTHBIN, U 0JIATOPOIHBINA, U I0-
OpBII, U CMEJIBIA. A eciiu HeT — HUOU B MECTHYIO
TIOJIMITMIO W MEHSH IIacropT 4eJioBeKa Ha Iia-
CIIOPT ro0JIMHA — TOOJIMH JIIOOBIM MOYKET OBITh.

Ho BooOI111€-TO B 9TOM CTpaHe BCeM HAXOIU-
Jock Mecro. Hembast ckasarh, UTo BCe B JKH3HU
ee oburaTeseil ObLIIO 0300 TaYHBIM — IIPOCTHIE
¥ CIIpaBeIJINBHIE €€ 3aKOHBI II0CJIe HMCTOJIKOBA-
HUA IPABUJI UX IPUMEHEHHS MECTHBIMU yIIpa-
BUTEJIAMH OBIBAJIN OYEHDb TATOCTHBIMH; M CAMK
SKUTEJIN HePeJTKO CCOPUJIMCH JPYT ¢ apyroMm. B
TO K€ BpeMsd IIPECTYIIHOCTH IIOYTH He OBLIO, He
TO 4TO B cocemuux ['obmmunaumuu u Jlempexo-
HUH, SMUTPAHTHL M3 KOTOPBIX IIOJIYYAIN BHJ HA
SKUTEIBCTBO B 3BEPJIAHIUN TOJIBKO IIOCJIEe MHO-
TOYMCJIEHHBIX ITPOBEPOK UX 0JIATOHAIEsKHOCTH.
Tosoma 3mech He OBLIO, KAMKIBIN MMeJI sKUJIbe 1
pabory.

apem 3epnanmun 6611 KperaaToiin Jles.
Mynpsiit u 0J1aTOPOIHBIN, OH JyMaJl O KaskI0M
M3 CBOMX IIOIJAHHEIX, YTOOBI JIIO0OOH MOr pea-
JIN30BATh CBOM TaJIaHTBI. OH CUMTAJI, YTO camMoe
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happened that a special talent to take top

¢ positions rested mainly with leprechauns
/ and goblins, so among the five governors
of the country’s provinces there were two
leprechauns, two goblins, and only one
wise old tiger. The people in his prov-
ince prospered without noticing it. They
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%“ thought they would solve all the problems — Q¥(
/\" better and so repined against authorities. "/\
=;X As for the rest of the governors, they %—é}}
%\\ would adopt local regulations for general 4\

N laws right upon taking their positions. For &2\
/\ ght up ng p ,\
=€;,g example, Winged Lion awarded everyone %_\4%}
%\\ the right to labor and they would treat it A

N — “for the good of the population” — as A
_/)\\J the right to work for 12 hours a day hav- 4\=
_);? ing only one day off. Of course, they would 2(

% like it to be a 16-hour working day and the é}‘:o
/g);_) day off would only be different for its eight u’(}\
W@ hours of work. But the most cunning lep- ]
%ﬁ rechaun said that Tsar would interfere in z}:s‘,
/;\" that case. Or, Winged Lion guaranteed all ‘OIZ\
Ty> His subjects the right to accommodation. %—(ﬁ}
k{‘i\ Four provinces treated that as the right "}}\’
/\" to carry all the burden of maintenance. \‘/\
=€;;g Special companies were established for (&/\43:
%\\ the better arrangement — without them, X

7{0’ it was not possible to repair a house or to %:,ﬁ
N heat it in winter. All the profit was to cov- K*(}
\2,\ er the “local needs”. /\i/
‘g: It goes without saying that Tsar knew 0:’,,*
[[)\s it all. He was able to meet with any citizen Q|
—\)’n of the country at any given time: the per- r\\(/—
<'¢:$ son should only express this strong wish ‘:»:»

and mentally call for Tsar. In no time, from
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cebs1, a BMEIINBATLCSA JIMIIb B KPAWHUX CIIyda-
sx. Ho mosydmiiocs Tak, 94To TaJaHT 3aHUMATh
MecTa HAYAJILHHUKOB B BBICIIEH CTEIEHM OBLII
XOPOIIIO PA3BUT y JIEIIPEKOHOB M I'OOJIMHOB, II0-
9TOMY M3 IIATH I'yOEpPHATOPOB IIPOBMHIIMM 9TOM
CTpaHbl OBLJIO JBA JIEIPEKOHA, IBa TO0JHMHA K
TOJIBKO OIMH CTAPBIA MyApbIil TUrp. durean ero
HPOBUHIMK 0JIATOAEHCTBOBAJIM, HO CAMM 3TOIO
He 3ameuasin. VM Kasasoch, 4To OHU JIyYIIe pe-
IIMJIH OBI BCE IIPOOJIEMBI, M POIITAJIN HA BJIACTb.
A BoT ry0epHATOPHI OCTAJIBHBIX ITPOBHH-
MM, 3aHUMAS 9TH IIOCTHI, IIPUHIMAJIN MECTHEIE
AKTBI, YTOUHSIOIINE 001Ire 3akoHbl. Hanpumep,
KpreunaTeiin JIes gan Bcem mpaso Ha Tpyd. Onu
JKe «IJIs 0J1ara MeCTHOT'O HACEJIEHUS» TPAKTOBA-
JIX ero Kak IIpaBo paboTraTh ABEHAIIATH YaCOB
B JEHb C OJHHM BBIXOZHBLIM. VM, KOHEYHO, XO-
TEJIOCHh OBI, YTOOBI PAOOYMIA JEeHb COCTABJISLII 16
YAaCOB, 4 BBIXOJHOM OTJIMYAJICS TE€M, YTO B HErO
MO3KHO padoraThb Beero Jinib 8 uacos. Ho camsrit
XUTPBIA JICIIPEKOH CKa3aJI, YTO TOrJa BMeIaeT-
ca Hape. Mmu Kpwunaterin JIes rapamTuposast
BCEM MOIJAHHBIM IIPABO HA KWJIbe. B dYerTsI-
pex HPOBUHIMAX 9TO IIPAaBO TPAKTOBAJIOCH KAK
IpPaBO CAMHM HECTH BCe 3a00THI O COMEpP KaHINI
SKIJIBSI. A [JIS JIydilleil opraHM3aliu dTOM 3a-
0OTBI OBLIIM CO3IAHBI CIIEI[MAJIbHBIE KOMIIAHIII,
IIOMMMO KOTOPBIX HEBO3MOIKHO OBLIO HH OTpe-
MOHTHPOBATH JOM, HM OTAIlINBATH €r0 3MMOM.
IIpHOBLIL OT 3TOrO IIJIA HA «MECTHBIE HYSKIBD).
Pasymeercs, Ilapp 000 Bcem aroM 3HAJI.
OH B0OOIIE MOr' B JIIOOOM MOMEHT BCTPETUTHCS
C JIFOOBIM KHTEJIEM CTPAHBI, CTOMJIO TOMY JIHIIIb
OYEeHb CHJIBHO 9TOT0 3aX0TeTh M MBICJIEHHO IIO-
s3Batb Kpruratoro JIbsa. M memsBecTHO OTKyma
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% nowhere, Tsar could appear right in front
» of him. However, He would not respond to <X
shallow and selfish requests. He valued
the hearts and the minds of His subjects
rather than their houses being one— or
four-storied or their having two or eight

I Y

~—1

HINS u(}\_
)@ meals a day. By the way, most unhappy &

%“ were those living in six-storied houses and ’;}}\’
/\" having ten daily meals. Their reasons for "/\
=;X being unhappy were as follows: they sim- %—é}}
k"/\\ ply could not digest so much food; also, be- 4§

7~:” ing on one floor of their house they would ?‘:’K
=€;’g worry about a possible robbery on another, %_\4%}
%\\ though robbery was extremely rare in Ani- A

N mal Land. e
_/)\\J However, those people, animals, and 4\=
_);? fictive beings who never grumbled but 2(

% managed all difficulties always supported é}‘:o
/g);_) one another and felt subtle but real help u’(}\
TWY® from Winged Lion. Everything they did &
%ﬁ would turn out nicely as if by itself: hav- z}:s‘,
/;\" ing the simplest food, they enjoyed it as “/Z\
Ty> a feast; a most humble dwelling was a lot ?—(ﬁ}
k{‘? cozier than any palace. Those living next "}:,x’
/\" to them watched them and also wanted to \‘/\
=%>-§ become better. %/\48:
k"/j Once Governor Tiger asked Winged A

7{0’ Lion why He had allowed leprechauns %:,ﬁ
INs and goblins to oppress 4/5 of the country’s L4(3=
\/‘\ population. . /‘\/
/% — They allow it by themselves, — sad- N
[§5 ly said Tsar. — They like abiding by the <\
_\),’“ laws that their governors establish because ‘-\\(/_
NS  they dare to write them on paper only af- ‘:.:.
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Ilaps TyT ke Mor BOSHUKHYTh nepen HuMm. Ho ox
He OTKJIMKAJICA Ha IIyCThIe M KOPBICTHEIE IIPU3EI-
BEL. Bostee meHHBIM [JI HEro IIpeacTaBJIsSIOCh
TO, YTO HAXONUJIOCH B CEpAIle M B TOJIOBE €ro
HOITAHHEIX, YeM TO, OyIeT MX JOM OJHOITAMK-
HBIM HJIN YeTHIPEeXITAKHBIM, U OyAyT OHU €CThb
IBa pa3a WM BoceMb pa3d B JeHb. Keratu cka-
3aTh, HamboJIee HETOBOJIbHBIMU OBLIM HMEHHO
Te, KTO UMeJI IIIeCTUITAYKHEIEC JOMA U €JI IeCATh
pa3 B geHb. [IpMYMHBI UX HETOBOJIBLCTBA OBLINA
00yCJIOBJIEHBI T€M, UTO UM CJIOMKHO OBLIO IIepe-
BApPUThH TAKOE KOJIMUYECTBO IIHIIH, X TeM, UYTO, Ha-
XOJfCh HA OJHOM dTa)Ke J0MA, OHM IyMAJIH, He
3aJIe3JIM JIM BOPHL Ha APYTOi. XOTS BOPOBCTBO B
3Beprasaun ObLIO KpalHe PeIKIM.

3aTo Te J0OM, 3BepH W CKA30YHEIE CY-
IIIeCTBAa, KOTOphIe 0e3 PoIloTa MEePeHOCHJIH BCe
TPYOHOCTH, IIOAMEPKUBAJIM CPEeOH HHUX OPYyT
IpyTra, 4YyBCTBOBAJIN KAKYIO-TO HE3aMETHYIO, HO
peanbHylo moMmoinbk Kpsraaroro JIsa. Bee-to y
HUX TI0JIy4aJIoCh Kak ObI caMo co0O0If; mMes ca-
MyI0 IPOCTYIO €1y, OHH yMeJIH PagoBATbCA el
KaK IIMPY, B CAMOM CKPOMHOM SKIJINIIE UM OBLIIO
yIOTHee, 4eM B JIIo0oM aBopiie. M Tor, KTo KHJI ¢
HUMHK PAOOM, TVISOSA HA HHUX, TOMKE XOTeJ CTATh
JIyYIIIe.

Opmaxaer rydepumarop Turp cmpocwi y
Kpreunatoro JIpBa, mouemy OH IO3BOJISAET IIPH-
TECHATH JKUTEJIeH YeThIpeX MATHIX CTPAHBL JIe-
IPEKOHAM U TOOJIMHAM.

— OHu caMu II03BOJIAIOT 9TO IeJIaTh, —
rpycrHo orBetwi Llaps. — MM camum Hpasur-
Cd JKUTH II0 TeM 3aKOHAM, KOTOPBIE yCTAHABIIM-
BaIOT HX I'y0epHATOPHI, IIOTOMY YTO OHH CMEIOT
HAIIMCATh ero Ha OyMare JIMIIb IIOCJIE TOr0, KaK
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false law in their hearts. At first, it seems
> easier to live by the laws of goblins and <X
leprechauns but later, everyone, who has
recognized them as truth, finds himself in
awful slavery. Still, things are not too bad
as of now. It will all turn worse when 2/3 of
the subjects require my exile and sincerely

~—1
L\
.14,:/,

| V

N
)/‘)

%“ believe that their life will get easier with- ’;}}\’
N . : /)
/\' out me; the rest will pretend they agree or ‘/\
=;X don’t care. The few, who will stay true, I %—é}}
&  will take with me in my exile. N
7{’? — How is this possible? — grievingly ?‘:lﬁ
=€;,g asked Tiger, who at once sensed it was not %_\4%}
IR only possible but will take place not long A
‘::q? from now. — In that case, is there any ?of,’
=/)\J hope for this country? %\=
);? — There is always hope: I will come :j
¢:":0 back from exile in case at least one dweller 3}‘:»
/)‘\J of this country who has chosen life without u’(\
=):’ me will want to learn to enjoy living not be- “? T
%ﬁ cause his desires are satisfied but because @s‘,
/;\' he will act according to his heart’s wish — ‘IZ\
=)X though his life will be harder in that case. cL-/\*(=
k,:,/i\ Then — with time — he will grow bigger "}:,x’
/\" than he used to be and he will change; to- \‘/\
=€;§g gether, the.country will change so that I (&/\48:
%S> — once again — will be able to come here g
% "“ . . . ”.‘ O
/\0, and to bring peace and joy to its people... \0/\
UN» Do not be afraid, my good friend, this will  eAl
%~ Dot happen during your lifetime. You are so /\/
MK noble and strong that for your sole sake I S\
\Q,/ - \\,/
[ would not desert my Animal Land! A\
_\),’“ Governor Tiger was advanced in years "\\(/_
NS by then. He only lived three years after QX6
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SKUTEIM WX TPOBUHITAN SAIIUIIYT 9TOT JIOMKHBIM
3aKOH B cBoeM ceprie. JKUTh o0 3aKoHAM T00JIH-
HOB ¥ JIEIIPEKOHOB BHAYaJe KayeTcs 0oJiee Jier-
KHM, HO 3aTeM KaykIbId, IPUHABIIAN WX 34 HC-
THHY, OKa3bIBAETCA B KyTKOM padctBe. Ho moka
BCe eIlle HEeILJIOX0. Xyske OyIeT, Korga IBe TPeTH
TIO/ITAHHBIX TTOTPEOYIOT MOETO U3THAHUS U3 CTPa-
HBI ¥ UICKPEHHE OyIyT YBEPATh, UTO 0€3 MEHS UM
OyeT Jydrie, a OCTAJIbHEIE CAEIAI0T BUJI, UTO CO-
TJIACHBI ¢ HUMU WJIM YTO MM Bce paBHO. Hemuo-
TMX OCTABIINXCS BEPHBIMU MHE S 3a0epy ¢ coboi
B U3THAHUE.

— Heyxenn BoamoxkHO Taroe? — COKpY-
IIeHHO crrpocuJ THUrp, mouyBCTBOBABIIUHA BIIPYT,
YTO 9TO HE MPOCTO BO3MOIKHO, HO M IIPOU30MIET
Yepes He OYeHb JOJITHI CpoK. — KcThb s Torma
HAJIEMK A JIJIST 9TOM CTPAHBI?

— Hapnesxma Bcerna ecThb: sT BEpHYCH M3 U3-
THAHUS, €CJIU XOTS OBl OJTUH M3 JKUTEJIeN JTOM
CTpaHbl, BLIOPABINIWN KU3HL 0e3 MeHs, 3aX0-
YeT HAYYUTHCS YYyBCTBOBATH PAJIOCTH HE OT TO-
ro, 4TO Gy/IeT MOTaKAaTh CBOMM KEeJIAHUAM, a OT
TOTO, YTO CTAHET IIOCTYIIaTh, KAK IOJCKA3bIBAeT
MIPaBUIBHBIM €r0 CepJlie, XOTd TaK KUTH OyIeT
Tpyauee. M Torma co BpemMeHeM OH BBIPACTET
HAJT caMuM cO00M M M3MEHWTCS, a ¢ HUM H3Me-
HUTCS ¥ CTPAHA TaK, YTO ST BHOBb CMOT'Y IIPUITH
B Hee W IIPUHECTH ee JKUTEJIIM MUP U PAJIOCTh...
He 06oiics, moit mo0OpbIil apyr, 9T0 HE CIAYUUTCS
IpU TBOeH kMU3HU. THI CTOJIH 6JIATOPOIEH U MY-
JKECTBEHEH, YTO Pajiu Te0sI OJTHOTO S He TIOKUHYJT
061 3BepiraHIuM!

I'y6epuarop Turp 6vL1 y:xe crap. OH 1po-
SKHMJI TOJIBKO TPH TOJA IT0CJIe 9TOTO pa3roBopa.
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THE CAT, WHO WANTED
TO BE A TIGER \
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NER Governor Tiger had his deputy — Black &5
\’/ . . \‘ 7,
/)‘ Cat. He was a very good cat at the beginning u’(\
M of his work. He liked to help the dwellers of &7

4
"t,)'
|| V

2

the province and considered their problems
carefully. He monitored schools and hospi-
tals and saw to it that those elderly, who

could not work anymore, experienced no £\
7\ need in anything. Black Cat’s job, too, was ?O:zﬁ
=€5J to ensure a limit of eight hours per work- %}:
)R . O\
& ng day and two days off and no problems 2
X with accommodation for anyone. Also, he

R
“'I
[ V

liked Winged Lion and Governor Tiger and
would turn to them for advice and acted as
they recommended him to. There was not a
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N\, single case of his failure in anything. Ny
)2 Black Cat was married. His wife — ‘/‘j
&‘/ Yellow Cat — was so progd of her ‘1mp01.r- ;:,s:,
/)\' tant’ husband but she did not share his ‘/(\
Ty® troubles. She would squeamishly twist ?—(ﬁ}
k:‘/i\ her lips on learning that Deputy Governor 4\
N personally assisted in repairing a house

Q
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for an elderly Helobious Muskrat or that
he himself escorted home a degraded cat
named Foolish Animal who wallowed in
the street. “It is not up to your position!”
— said his wife to him, — “Deputy Gover-
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&2 nor is such an important person and you <X
N4 : . » « N/
have turned into a free aid for all!” “I re- R\
QYW1

member reading somewhere that the one,
who wants to be the Number One, should
serve everyone”, — objected her husband.
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ROT, ROTOPKIH 34X0T6d
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GTATh THIPOM /)
(‘\( T
2N
0:0‘»
\/l\
eALl
N
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0:0:»
N\
ol | amecTuTesieM rybepHaropa Turpa ObLI u/(\
Yepurit Kor. B mauasne cBoeit paGoTsl ato  &\(J]
o N,
0bL1 ouenb xopomuit kot. Emy Hpasnioch mo- QWL
%
MOTaTh KUTEJISAM IPOBUHIINH, BHUKATH B HX ‘/\
npobsemsl. OH ciaegus M 3a IIKOJAMH, W 34 %-/\4%=
OOJIbHUIIAMM, W 34 TeM, YTOOBI HM B YeM He /‘)}
DU
HYKIAJIUCh Te, KTO M3-3a CTAPOCTH YiKe He MOT «‘/\
6onbmie Tpyauthkea. Yepueiir Kot ciemmm 3a @A

TeM, 4TOOBI PaboUYMil IeHb B IMIPOBUHITUU OBIIT
OTpaHWYeH BOCBMBIO YACAMH, BHIXOIHBIX JTHEH
OBLIO OBA, W HU y KOTO He OBLJIO mpobJieM C
skuabeM. A emre oH oueHb Jirobus KpsuraToro
JIeBa m Turpa, Bo BceM ¢ HUMHU COBETOBAJICS
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[[§5 u moctymars Tak, Kak OHH eMy PeKOMeH/I0Ba- Ny

_);2 au. I He OBLIO cirydasi, YTOOBI ¥y HETO YTO-TO “ﬁ

,:',3 HE IIOJIy‘II/IJI?Cb. é:.s:,
/)\ Yepusrit Kot 0v11 sxenaT. Ero swena Heut- /(\
T )\/% ras Komka ouens ropauirack Tem, 4To y Hee Ta- cL-\/*( T
‘1,:4‘\ KOM BAsKHBIA My’K, U He pasjessia ero 3abor. ’;}:e’
/\" Ona 6GpearIMBO MOPIIUJIACH, KOTJA y3HABAJA, *’/\
& ;\,% YTO 3aMEeCTUTEb Iy0epHATOPA JIMYHO [IOMOTAJT %Q?:
\/ B PEMOHTE [I0Ma IIpecTapesoi 60JI0THOM BHIXY- ,§\,
)/ *:Q’, XOJIM WJIA 9TO OH J0BEJ JI0 JIOMa BAJIABIIEr0Cs \?9:',’

UINs wa ynuie onycruBmerocst kora mo umeru Oyn

/-) ()
\2 N OHEMaJ. «JTO He TBOH ypoBeHB! — roBopmia
‘\‘:Q’, eMy skeHa. — 3aMecTUTeNb rybepHaTropa —

[[{5 oTO Taroe GoJBIIOE JIWIO, & THI IPEBPATHUIICST 7
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k\\ Yellow Cat did not favor books about
"‘:? things like that. She generally disliked <X
/ the way things worked in their province
where Governor himself was only wait-
ing to help someone. Quite some differ-
ence from the neighboring provinces! She
was very impressed by the festive recep-
tion at Governor Leprechaun’s which her
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husband had to attend as instructed by fof,‘
;g Tiger, and he took her with him. What a %\48:

¥ marvelous palace and so much grandeur &
‘\k’/ about the dignitaries and — what a goose f:",'
_/)\\J she looked as compared to their wives! J(\_
(%2 Leprechaun had 18 Deputies (seven of "f(_
%ﬁ whom were First Deputies) and the least @&‘.
/;\' important of them — Fox Dodger — was "Z\
=€)’% 18 times as rich as Black Cat, who was the %\4(}
%‘\ only Deputy to Governor Tiger. His wife — "):,x’
/\" Fox Alice — was wearing jewels while Yel- \‘/\
=€;;g low Cat could only afford studs. And their %}:

kr‘/\\ residence was not a tiny little one-storey 4§

X& house of five rooms but a six-floor mansion

—=
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of forty rooms. After the talk with Alice,
Yellow Cat had tears in her eyes.
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Q) — You poor little thing, — said the ;?0‘:9
/‘ new acquaintance with false compassion, \’\
LN , e AL
TY® — some of my husband’s servants have a  &J
k{‘?\ better life than you do. Why does that old ’;}}\’
S : : %
/\' Tiger oppress his Deputy, all the more so ‘/\
=§g that he is the only one! K*}}
\/0\ The thing is that Governor Tiger never ,‘\/
RS even thought of oppressing Black Cat. His N
Il )%) own house was twice as small, and he allowed ((<( |
\2, n himself a smaller salary, “Does an old lonely \E/
<\,0:0 tiger need much? No match for a young mar- 0}, &
Y ried cat!” — the old one used t 4
_Q’\) ried cat! e old one used to say. u@
3 , Ly \
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B 0eCILIaTHYIO IPUCIYTy misa Bcex» «f1 rme-to
YUTAJI, YTO TOT, KTO XOUET OBITh IIEPBBIM, JOJI-
$KEH BCEM CJIYKHUTE», — BO3PAKAJL el MyIK.

HKenraa Komka mHe mo0una KHATH, B KO-
TOPBIX IIUIINYT IIOZ00HEIe Belnu. Eif BooOIe He
HPaBUJIOCh, KAK BCE IIOCTABJIEHO B UX IIPOBUH-
MU, 30eCh caM I'y0epHaTOpP TOJILKO 1 CMOTPEI,
KOMY OH MOKeT 4eM-JIn0o0 rmoMmoub. To jm meso
B coceqHmux obOisacrax! Ee ouenp Bmeuarsmna
npueMm y rybepuaropa Jlempexora, K KOTOpo-
My €e MysK II0 IIOpydYeHHI0 Turpa omHaMIbI
e30MJI Ha KaKOU-TO IPa3gHUK U 0pall ee ¢ co-
ooit. Kaxoii sxe TaM OBLI IpeKpaCHBIA ABOPEII,
a Kak BaKHLI OBLIM CAHOBHHMKM, KAKOM IIPO-
CTYIIKOM OHA Ka3ajach II0 CPABHEHHUIO C HX
swemamu! Y Jlemmpexona OBLJIO BOCEMHAIIIATH
3aMeCTHUTeJIeH, U3 HUX CeMb IIePBBIX, 1 CAMBINA
MaJIO3HAYMMBIN ¥ n3 Hux, Jlmc Ilmoyr, Obl1 B
BOoceMHAAIATEL pas ooraue Yepuoro Kora, xo-
TOPBIN OBLI €TMHCTBEHHBLIM 3aMECTUTEJIeM I'y-
O0epuartopa Turpa. Ero euna JIuca Anmca Ho-
cuia Opuianuantel, a sKenraa Komxa moria
ce0e MO3BOJIMTL JIAIIL CTPAa3bl. VI sKMIM OHN
HE B MaJICHBKOM OJHOJTAYKHOM OME U3 IIATH
KOMHAT, a B IIIECTUITAKHOM OCOOHSIKE C COpo-
ka xomHartamu. Ilocme obmenus ¢ Anmcon y
KOIIIKHK IIPOCTO CJIE3EI Ha IJIa3a HABEePHYJINUCH.

— Beguamka, — IeJaHHO COUYBCTBEHHO
CcKasajia efl HoBad 3HAKOMAS, — y MOEro My-
sKa HEKOTOPBIE U3 CJIYT JIyUllle SKUBYT, YeM TEHL.
Yro sxe crapeiit Turp mpurecHsaeT CBOero 3a-
MECTUTEJISA, TeM 0oJiee eqUHCTBEHHOTO!

Ho meso B Tom, uro rybeprarop Turp u He
mymaJi npurecHars Yeproro Kora. V mero ca-
MOTO JOM OBLJI BABOE MEHBIIIE, Ja 1 KAJOBAHLE
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Yellow Cat knew this only too well
¢ and it somehow made her offence even bit-
terer. She started urging her husband to
visit the neighboring provinces over and
over again. The governors sensed Black
Cat’s interest and began to invite him on
any pretext. Every time they found some-
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%“ thing to strike his wife’s imagination. Q¥y(
3 . . %/,
/\' Black Cat himself — as he met with gov- ‘/\
=;X erning leprechauns and goblins as well as %—é}}
&> with their numerous deputies — started &\
S c 1 O
/\t thinking that probably there was some- \0/\
=€;>% thing wrong in what they did — Black Cat %\4}}
R and Governor Tiger — somehow they were A
‘::q? too naive and too simple. Over here, it was ?of,’
=/)\_, very different — any servant of smallest %\=
);? rank was able to puff up a huge problem 2(
¢:":0 out of a trifle, which would be solved eas- f:’i’
/)‘\J ily in their own province. As time flew, u'(\
=),n Black Cat learned to see things through “?=
%ﬁ the eyes of his new friends. if,s‘,
/;\' The worst thing was that Dragon Zi, ‘/Z\
=)X one of the six First Deputies to Governor cL-/\*(=
k,:{i\ Goblin, who addicted Cat to drinking, also "}}\’
/\" taught him to be displeased with things \‘/\
=€;;g out of his control — those that he was not (&/\43:
N able to alter however hard he tried. Black X
7{‘? Cat became unhappy about the fact that ?‘:/‘
UN» he was born a cat, not a tiger, and about Al
TR . . NS
\/\ his mode of life. /\/
x«é Deputy Governor became haughty and :;0,,*
_)\\) arrogant; he stopped helping the people of u,(_
—\)’n his province and little by little started to r\\(/—
<i.:$ follow the neighboring provinces’ example ‘:.:.

while doing his job. He demanded a new job
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oH cebe omrpegenns MmeHbIree: «MHOTo Ju HAIO0
cTapomMy OJUHOKOMY TUTPY, TO JIH JI€JI0 MOJIO-
IO CeMeMHBIN KOT!» — TaK TOBOPHJI CTAPHUK.

Henras Komrka aro mpexpacHo 3Hasa,
HO IIOYEMY-TO OT 9TOT0 el OBLJIOo elle oOuIHee.
Omna HayaJsia HaceIaTh HA MysKa, YTOOBI eIlle U
elle OH OBIBAJI B COCEIHUX IIPOBUHIIMAX. A UX
rybepHaTOPHI, MOYYBCTBOBAB uHTEpec YepHO-
ro Kora, cranmm wacro mpurmamarh ero moj
pasueIMHU TToBogaMu. VM KasmIeIil pas OHU Ha-
XOJOUJIU, YeM OCJIEIUTH BOOOpasKeHue ero xe-
HEbl. J[a 1 caM KOT 110 Mepe TOTo, Kak 00IIacs
¢ rybepHaTOpamMu JIeIIPEeKOHAMU W TO0JIMHA-
MU ¥ UX MHOTOYMCJIEHHBLIMHU 3aMECTUTEJISIMU,
HaAYWHAJ 3aJlyMbIBATLCS, YTO, HABEPHOE, UTO-
TO He TaK OHU JesjaiT ¢ Turpom, Kaxme-TO
OHM HAWBHBIE U CJIUIIKOM IIpocThie. To ju me-
JI0 3]1eCh, T/ie IOCJEIHUN CJIyra MOT pas3ayTh
cepbE3HYyH MPobIeMy u3 JII000H Mesaodu, KO-
TOPYI B WX IPOBUHIIUU PEINUJIN OBl ITOXOJIS
u He 3ametunu. U mocrenenno Yepuwrit Kot
Hay4YuJICd U caM Ha BCe CMOTPETH Trjaa3aMu
CBOUX HOBBIX JIPY3€.

Ho cambiM mitoxum 0b1JI0 TO, UYTO OJUH U3
MIeCTH IIEePBBIX 3aMecTuTesell rybepHaTOpa
lNobsmua apakon 1[3w1, mpucTpacTuBIIHi KOTA
K BBIIWBKE, HAYYMUJI €ro OBITh HEIOBOJILHBIM
TEeMHU BeliaMu, KOTOPhIe OT HEro He 3aBUCEJIN
¥ KOTOpBIE OH He MOT M3MEHWTh, KaK HH CTa-
pancsa. Yepnsrit Kot cran HemoBoieH TeM, 4TO
OH POJUJICSI KOTOM, a He TUTPOM; T€M, UTO OH
He TaK IIPOKUJ CBOK JKU3Hb.

BamecTuTes b rybepHaTOpa CTaJ BAKHBIM
¥ HAJMEHHBIM, IIepecTasl IMOMOTaTh KUTEJISIM
MPOBUHIIMKA W HAYaJ IMMOHEMHOTY MIPUBOIUTH
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title from Tiger — “First and Only Deputy
? Governor” — and asked Winged Lion to
help him become a tiger. “This is not pos-
sible, — the latter said smiling, — but you
can become a lot better than many tigers if
you overcome the crisis that hit you.”
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=;X Black Cat waived Tsar aside: since re- %‘\48\—
"k‘/: cently, he considered him senile, and Ti- "}}\’
/\" ger was a dotard, according to him. What "/\
=;X a difference from Governor Leprechaun or %48:
%\\ even Dragon Zi, a Deputy Governor! Black 4§
7{” Cat started valuing the numerous awards ?‘:’K
=€;’g given to him by the four Governors for %_\4%}
%\\ his visits a whole lot more than the sin- A

X% gle order awarded by Winged Lion for his &40
15 years of flawless service. He was even \=

ashamed of this award.

||\‘
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Q) Appealing to him were the words of f:’i’
_/)‘\J Dragon Zi, who told him that the coun- u’(\_
_),n try was a perfect mess, and that Tsar was “?_
%ﬁ spoiling everything, and that it would be @,s‘,
/;\' great to change the form of government ‘IZ\
=)X and to elect Ancient Serpent (who at that %—(ﬁ}
k,:,/i\ time was the country’s only prisoner) as "):,x’
/\" President. Under this new order of state \‘/\
=€;;g structure, Black Cat could count on spe- (&/\43:
k"/j cial favors. And — who knows — maybe A

7{‘? Ancient Serpent would be able to do for ?‘:/‘
=)X him what Winged Lion was not able to and K*(}
\2, v turn Cat him into a tiger...And it only took {/
‘\\:s,/ so little — to tell Governor Tiger that he :;:,,*
l[)\s shared those thoughts... A
\)’n This is exactly what Black Cat did: he (\\(/
<'~.:$ told Tiger all of it and added a lot of offend- ‘:.:.

ing words of his own; Tiger’s heart failed,
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HX SKM3HD B TO PYCJI0, KOTOPOE OBLIO B COCEIHMIX
obnacrax. Ou morpeboBan or Turpa, 4To0BI
ero JI0JIKHOCTE HasbiBagach «llepsriit u Emxmm-
CTBEHHEIM 3aMecTUTeN b IyOepHaTopay, a ele
npocu y Kperratoro JIsBa, 4ToOBI OH mOMOT
€My U3 KOTa CTATh TUT'POM. «ITO HEBO3IMOIKHO,
— yabibHyJIcss ToT. — Ho TBI MOKeIs cTaTh
JIy4llle MHOTUX TUTPOB, €CJIH IIPEOL0JIEEIIb TOT
KPH3HC, B KOTOPOM Celuac HaXOIUIIbCSI».

Yepuwi Kot ormaxmyica or Ilapsa: ¢ me-
IABHUX IIOP OH CUMTAJ €r0 BHELKUBAIOIIUM K3
yma, a Turpa BooOmie mapasmarurom. To
nesio ryoepHarop Jlempekon mim maske 3ame-
cruTesb rybepHaTopa apakon L[ser! Kot cran
CYMTATh, YTO T€ MHOTOUYMCJIEHHEIE OpAeHa, KO-
TOPBIMH HATPAJAUJIN €r0 BCe YeThIpe rybepHa-
TOPA IPOCTO 34 TO, YTO OH IIPHE3KAT K HUM
B TOCTH, HAMHOTO 0oJiee 3HAUYMMBI, YeM TOT
eIMHCTBEHHEIN OpAeH, KOTOPBIM HATPALUII €I0
KpsuraTeiiz JIes 3a margagmars jgeT 6ecmopod-
HOI ciryk0bl. OH mase CTAJI CTBIAUTHCS OTOM
Harpagbl.

W ero cepmily okasajuch MHJIBL CJIOBA
npakoHa l[3BI, KOTOpBIN CKa3ajl eMy, 4TO B
CTpaHe CJIMIITKOM MHOr0 bapaaka, u uro Llaps
BCe I'yOHT, U KaK XOPOIIO OBIJIO OBl CMEHHTH
dopmMy mpaBieHHs B rocygapcTBe M m30paTh
npesugeaToM JpeBHero smes, KOTOPHIA B HAa-
CTOAIIAN MOMEHT OBLII € TMHCTBEHHBLIM BO BCE
CTpaHe 3aKJIIOUYeHHBIM. B 9TOM HOBOM IIOpSAIKe
rocymapcrBeHHOro ycrporicrBa Yepubiii Kot
MOYKET pPAaCCUMTHIBATH HA 0COOBIE MMJIOCTH.
W, xro 3maer, moxker ObIThb, JlpeBHHI 3Mein
cIoeJiaeT IJsg HEro To, 4To He cmenan Kpoia-
TeIl JIeB — moMOKeT M3 KOTa IIPEeBPATHUTHCSA
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\,//\\ and he died all of a sudden. Hardened in
‘:‘:’ his heart, Cat was not at all upset and did <X
/ not hesitate to proclaim himself the new
Governor of the province. However, Tsar,
who arrived for the funeral of Tiger, said

that he would appoint another Governor.
Then the peeved Cat declared that he did

~—1
L\
.14,:/,
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N
e
%“ not recognize this Tsar and demanded to ’;}}\’
Q O
/\' gather all the people of the country for ‘/\
=;X them to decide about their own future. %-\48:
& “Well, if this is what you really want, — @\
7{” sadly said Winged Lion, — in three-month ?O:zﬁ
=€;>5) time after the funeral of Tiger we will hold %\4}}
R this meeting.” And Cat, feeling pompous A
& for he dared to talk so baldly with Tsar, Q4K
all of a sudden sensed he was losing some- \=

2258

thing important and dear about himself
and that this very something would be ex-
tremely hard to get back.

2

%

Q&2
NS

|| V

IO —9
2904

—=

—=

R
&
=V

I~
</
AR
LD

~A—

7, S\
55
K22
=

=~
(s?c %
2284

R
R
{0 Vv

I~
</
S
S= =b—

3
2

—

S
Q
3>
<X
2

\\\\,/ \\/,/
LLIN>) eALl
W N

7, Q
< 7% O\ >

@,
S
O
S

A
oo

@

s

d, ,

, -V

ﬁg( R 7C 2 ; S2288%22 \@
N T PR




S

>

S
N ®,

)

=~
W&

Q
o>

I~
7,
</
&K

36

2

I~
7,
</
&K

36

2

I~
7,
</
&K

36

2

I~
7,
</
&K

36

N
D

N4

I~
O
7,
Y,

2

[~
S AN /,
&K

N4

>

[~
) /,
&K

N4

2

Y———~$
S )vc /\"

Q
@

S
26>

</

‘/—“
P4

27,

A
%

D
S

e

B TUTPA... A Begb TpebyeTcss COBCEM HEMHOTO:
BCEro JIMIIIL pacckas3aTth rydbepHaTopy Turpy o
TOM, YTO OH pPa3JessieT TAKUe MBICIIH. ..

ITocne toro, rax Yepuswriz Kot paccka-
3aJI Bce aTo crapomy Turpy, modaBus or cebst
HeMaJIo OOUIHBIX CJIOB, CepJlle TOTO He BHI-
epskajio, ¥ OH CKOPOMOCTH:RHO ymep. O:xe-
CTOUMBINUMCA KOT HHUYYTh HE PACCTPOUJICS
W IIPOBO3TJIACHJ cebsT HOBBIM T'yOepHATOPOM
OpoBUHIMK. HoO OpuOBIBIINI Ha II0XOPOHBI
Turpa Ilaps crasay, 4To Ha3HAYHUT JAPYroro
rybepuaropa. Torma yssBiaeHHbIH YepHBINR
Kot sasBwui, uro He mpuaHaer takoro llaps, u
Heo0X0IMMO co0paTh BeCh HAPOJ CTPAHBI, YTO-
OBl OH cam ompenenus csoe Oyaymee. «Hy uro
sKe, eCJIM THI IIPAaB/ia dTOr0 XOUelllb, — I'PYCTHO
cxasan Kpoeurateiit Jles, — depes Tpu mecarnia
mocJie moxXopoH Turpa MBI IpOBeIEM TAKOe CO-
Opamme». M KOT, IIPEHCIIOJTHUBIINKACST OBLIO
BAYKHOCTU OT TOTO, YTO CMEeT TaK TOBOPHUTH C
I[Tapem, BOpyT MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO TE€PSIET UTO-
TO OYeHb BasKHOE W JIOporoe B cebe, BEPHYTH
KOTOpOe OyeT OUeHb CJIOMKHO.
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THE EXILED TSAR

> The capital of Animal Land was crowd-
\"/\\ ed: citizens of all provinces came over to
O\O O,

& QD &
2R LY
&4“?/\'

Y,

N decide about their country’s future. Many ’,‘
A» were puzzled: is their life not good with %}z
e . . : NS

‘,’/\\ Winged Lion? Does He not know their 4§

7N
“

needs and desires and does He not come to
help as soon as a necessity arises? Howev-
er, the majority of them were ‘intoxicated’
with the perspective of becoming free citi-
zens instead of the subjects of Tsar: isn’t
freedom the ultimate dream?
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h\ In the main square, a platform ap- K
/)\ peared — with a huge table and seats for "zZ\
=€)0% all Governors and their Deputies. They %\4(}
%‘\ constituted a new, provisional government /‘}:,\’
/\" for the transition period. At the head of \‘/\
=€;§g the table, in his white wig and a camisole %}:
kr‘/j bedangled with numerous orders, solemn- AN
7\3? ly sat Black Cat, who was elected Prime &:,‘
LNs Minister. Cat did not suspect that the cun- u*(}=
s ning leprechauns, goblins and dragons did X
‘f‘:’ that for one sole reason: they were terribly ?:0‘,'
_/)\\_) scared of Winged Lion and unable to hurt u'(\_
_):7 Him in any way. Delivering such a wound “?_
k'.:/i\ in the heart of Winged Lion so He would @e‘.
/;\' deliberately agree for exile was only pos- "Z\
=)X sible for the one, whom He loved, and who K‘(}
&':& used to love Him too. “:‘Z
W Winged Lion was not even offered a chair. <%
=%>§ He was magnificently standing opposite the }-(%=
\"0‘ table, and those seated at it looked queachy ,‘\/
/% 1 d to Him. Tsar was sadl N
pygmies compare y
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looking at His people, specifically at Cat.
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HAPK OTHPARAACTGA
i H3THAHHE

croyidile 3BepJjaHIUH OBLJIO MHOIO-
nonHo. JKurenn Bcex obiracreil ¢hbexajmuch Cio-
Ia, 4TOOBI OIIPEeNesINTh, KAKO! IOJKHA OBITh
uX cTpaHa B OyayureM. MHOr1Me HeqOyMeBaJIm:
passe m1ox0 skuBercs uM ¢ Kpsurateiv JIsBom?
Passe He 3Haer oH Bce UX HYMKIBI U YAAHUI 1
He IPUXOIUT Ha IIOMOIIb BCerga, KOraa oTo He-
00xoxumo? Ho 6oabIIMHCTBO OBLIM OIIbAHEHEI
IePCIIeKTUBOM cTaTh U3 moamauHbx [lapsa cso-
OOIHBIMH TpakIaHAMUI: PasBe cBO0OIa — 3TO
He IIpemes MeUTaHWHi?

Ha riasmoO# 1wromiamgu OBLI yCTAHOBJIEH
IIOMOCT, HAa KOTOPOM 34 OOJIBIIMM CTOJIOM CH-
Ienyu Bce rybepHATOPHl HPOBMHIIMN M MX 3a-
mectuTean. OHU COCTAaBUJIM BpeMeHHOe IIpa-
BHTEJIBCTBO IIEpexXoAHoro mepuona. Bo riase
ero B 0eJioM mapuke W OOBEIIAHHOM OpJIeHAa-
MK KaM30Jie BaskHO Boccemas depuniii Kor,
KOTOPOr0 OHM M30paJid IpeMbep-MUHUICTPOM.
Kot He momospeBasi, 4To XUTpHIE JIGIPEKOHEI,
rOOJIMHBI M IPAKOHBI CAEJIAJIHN 9TO TOJIBKO IIO-
TOMY, YTO caMH cTpairHo Oosmmck Kpwiraro-
ro JIbBa m HMYEM He MOIJIA eMy HAaBPeIHTh.
Pauwurs [lapa B cepaiie Tak, 4To0OBI OH I00pPO-
BOJIHO COIVIACHJICA YIAJUTLCSA B M3THAHUE,
QKL MOT TOJIBKO TOT, KOTO OH JIIOOHUT, M KTO PAHbIIIe
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_Q“\J cam ero JOuII.
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Old Leprechaun, too, in his white wig
¢ and a camisole, half-rising from his chair
announced that the floor was given to His
Excellency Prime Minister Black Cat.

Cat started talking about every monar-
chy oppressing the freedom of people, hin-
dering their way to progress and develop-
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%“ ment; he also said that universal love was ’;}}*’
/\" an infantile fairy tale that was believed in "/\
=;X by many thus stealing their best years of %—é}}

2 life from themselves and that presidential &§
S . O
/\t republic was the best form of government. \0/\
=€;,g The definitive pace of developments was %_\4%}

7 natural selection when the fittest for life 8

& : 2

X&  would be able to move aside those unnec-
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essary. This flow of events was obstructed
by Tsar’s direct communication with any of
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Q) His subjects which often accented not busi- ?:oio
_/)‘\J ness qualities but biased things like kind- u’(\
_):’ ness, justice, and honesty which only ex- N
%ﬁ isted in one’s imagination — as proved by 3}‘,
/;\" great philosopher Hun Potz. “/\
=)X As Black Cat was talking about this %—(*%}
k{‘? all, the eyes of Winged Lion were filling "}:,x’
/\" with tears — so much pity He had for His \‘/\
=€;;g friend,. whose heart became possessed by (&/\43:
kr‘/j the evil. X
7{0’ — Enough, — He stopped Cat in a %:,ﬁ
UN» lordly manner. — Tell me, — addressed K*(}
\2,\ Tsar to His people, — do you really want /{/
x«é me to leave you and to go to exile as this :;0,,*
\ self-appointed government offers? u,
o\

— We do, — cried the crowd.
— And are you ready to take all the re- &
sponsibility for the choice you are making
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KperraTomy JIbBYy He IpemIoRuIn mase
crysia. BennyecTBeHHBIN, OH CTOSIJI HAIIPOTUB
CTOJIa, CHIEBIIHE 3a KOTOPBIM Kas3aJIuCh HU-
YTOKHBIMH IIUTMESIMH 110 cpaBHeHuIo ¢ HuMm. C
rpyctbio cmotpes [laps Ha Hapos, HO 0cobeH-
HO Ha KOTa.

Crapsiiz Jlemmpexon, Toxke B 0eJIoM mapu-
Ke ¥ KaM30Jie, IIPUIOIHABIINCE CO CTYJIA, 00b-
SIBHJI, YTO CJIOBO IIPEJ0CTaBJISETCSI €r0 IIPeBOoC-
XOOUTEJILCTBY IIPEMbEpP-MUHHUCTPY UdepHOMY
Kory.

Kot mauas rosopurb 0 TOM, 4TO Jro0as
MOHAPXUS IIOIABJISET HAPOIHYI CBOOOAY, SIB-
JIsIeTCs IMPEemoHOM Ha IIyTH Iporpecca m pas-
BUTHSA, 9TO BCeoOIIas J1000Bb — MH(paAHTUIIL-
Has CKas3Ka, B KOTOPYI MHOTLHE IIOBEPUIN U
9THM YKPAJIN y ce0sI JIyUIlIre TOIbl sKU3HU, UTO
aydinas opMa IIpaBJIeHUss — 3TO IIPE3UIeHT-
ckas pecuayboamka. Hawmbosiee omrmmaibHBINA
BapHUaHT PA3BUTUA COOBITHI — €CTECTBEHHBINA
oTbop, Korma HamboJiee IIPHCIOCOOJIEHHBIE K
JKM3HU 0COOM CMOI'YT BBITECHHTH Ha Iiepude-
pHIO TeX, KTO JIUIITHUMN B 9TOW KH3HU. A Tako-
My Pa3BUTHIO COOBITHI Mermiaer TO, uro Llaps
HaIIPSIMYI MOKET 00IIAThCS C JIIOOBIM IO TaH-
HBIM, ¥ M3-3a 9TOr0 3a4acTylo HamboJee Bak-
HBIMI OKAa3bIBAIOTCS HEe [JeJIOBhle KadecTBa,
a Takme CyOBEKTHBHBIE BeIlW, Kak mo0pora,
CHOpaBedJIMBOCTh, YECTHOCTH, KOTOpPhIE, KaK
moxasaJt Besmmknit prsrocod Oyus Ilorr, cymre-
CTBYIOT JIMIIIL B BOOOPAKEHUH.

Yepuwi Kot rosopumn Bce aT0, a riasa
Kpsuraroro JIbBa HAIDOMHANNCH CI€3aMU —
TaK JKAJIKO eMy OBLIIO ApyTra, B cepiile KOTOPO-
I'0 BOIILJIO 3JIO.
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now in such a way that your children and
grandchildren might have to pay for it?

— We are ready! — howled the bores,
fauns, hyppos, and crocodiles standing in
the front rows.

— You know that my first priority is
your freedom but you have to realize how
hard it will be to reverse it all later...
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— We do not want to realize anything;
;X we do want to move forward — to our ra- %-\48
%‘\ diant future, — stopped Him Prime Minis- /3}\
N ter, whose heart was tearing apart at the Y,

==

moment.

— Please be aware, my dear Black
Cat, that you are the one to give happiness
back to these people like you have just sto-
len it from me! — solemnly said Tsar. And
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Q) He turned to the crowd and declared, — Let f:’i’
/{&J this happen! Tsar goes to exile! Is there an- u’%\
TY?® yone wanting to go with Him? T
k:‘/: Everybody was silent. All of a sudden D
\’/ \‘ ()

a tattered goblin elbowed his way through
the crowd:
— T used to be a human but I hated to
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7\ abide by the rules. I thought I was losing <&

=€;;g the joy of life. And I preferred Fo stop being }.\48
kr‘/j a human but to become a goblin. However, X

7{0’ deep in my heart I have always loved you, %:,ﬁ
=)X My Lord! I am following you to exile. K*(}
\2,\ — You will not regret this, my son. /\i/
‘*’5'/ And — you are not a goblin anymore — you \f;’,,’
[[§¥5 are a human again. hy/ A\
_\),’“ All those present in the square were ‘-\\(/_
<i.:$ horror-stricken on seeing how the gob- ‘:.:.

lin’s face distorted by vice and suffering
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— JlocraTouHO, — BJIACTHO 000pPBAaJ OH
rora. — Craskure, — obpatusca Ilaps x Ha-
poay, — BEI IIpaBia XOTUTE, YTOOHI ST IIOKUHYJT
BAC U OTIIPABUJICA B M3THAHUE, KAK IIpejjara-
eT 9TO CaMO3BaHOe ITPABUTEJIECTBO?

— XoruMm! — 3axpuvasa TOJMIA.

— W BBI TOTOBBI B3SITH OTBETCTBEHHOCTD
Ha cebd 3a TOT BHIOOD, KOTOPBIM ceHyac jeJae-
Te TaK, YTO BO3MOSKHO JeTH BAIIX U BHYKH Oy-
YT 34 9TO PACIIJIAYNBATHCA?

— ToroBel! — 3aBbIM KabaHBI, QPaABHEL,
0ereMoTEI ¥ KPOKOIWJIBI, CTOSIBIINE B IIEPBBIX
panax.

— f me Bac cmpammBaimo, — 000pBaJI UX
Kpsunareiiz Jles. — Tax g xay orsera!
— ToroBbl! — 3akpuuasa Tosma.

— Bwr 3HaeTe, uTo mpeBBIlile BCETO S Iie-
HIO Ballly CBOOOY, HO BBI JOJIKHBI TOHUMATD,
Kak TPYJAHO OyJeT MOTOM BePHYTH BCe Ha3asT...

— MBI He XOTMM HHYEro IIOHHMAaTb, MBI
XOTUM HUJTH BIIEPE] K CBETJIOMY OyAyIIemMy, —
000pBAaJI ero IpeMbep-MUHUCTD, B JyIle KOTO-
pOro B 9TOT MOMEHT YTO-TO PBAJIOCH HA YACTH.

— Bmuaii, moit goporoit Yepusiz Kor, uro
TOJIBKO THI CMOKEIllb BEPHYTh CYACTHE ITOMY
HApOJy, KaK ceduac Thl ero y Hero OTHsJI! —
TopskecTBeHHO ckasat llaps. U, obepHyBIIHCH
K Toime, Bo3riacui: — Jla ceepmmurea! Iaps
ormipaBysercsa B uaraanue! Ecre stu e, KTO X0-
YeT MOCJIeI0BATD 34 HUM?

Bce mosuasu. Buesamso Bcex pacTorkast
000pBAHHBIN IOOJIMH:

— Korma-to s GBI YeJIOBEKOM, HO MHeE
He XOTeJIOCh KUTh 0 mpaBmiiam. 1 gymad,
9TO TEePSI0 PaIOCTh B ku3HU. M s mpeamouest
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A turned into a face of a handsome young
¢ man. Everybody at the table shrunk, the <X
old leprechaun was so frightened that he
lost his wig. For some reason, Black Cat
remained calm:

— Well, is there anybody else besides
this pitiful loser, who doesn’t even need
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%“ himself, wanting to go to exile? By the way  Q¥(
/\" — nice trick. How do you do this? — he ad- "/\
=;X dressed Tsar. %\4%}
k"/\\ These words calmed the crowd down &\
7{” as well as those at the table. Oh yes, this ?‘:fﬁ
=€;,g is one of those tricks of Winged Lion. How %_\48:
%\\ good it is to be as cold-minded as Mr. Prime A
X& Minister! The old leprechaun returned the A
wig where it belonged, observed the crowd \=

2258

as he maliciously squinted and asked:
— So I take it there are no volunteers
to follow the so-called Tsar to his exile?
And those willing did appear. They
were two girls, whom Winged Lion raised
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/)\ in his home after their parents died. They ‘/Z\
=)X fearlessly went through the hatred-breath- cL-/\*( i
k,:{i\ ing crowd and stood next to Him. "}}\’
/\" — I knew it, my kids, — said He with \‘/\
=€;;g tears of joy in His eyes. %}:
N However, nobody else was brave X
7{0’ enough to step out. As for the goblin — %:,ﬁ
=)X it was pretty easy for him to do it, while K*(=
\2,\ for the girls — it did take them courage; /\i/
‘g: after that to stand next to Tsar, one had 0:’,,*
N2 7
[[{\5 to be a real hero — so much hatred there Q||
_\),n was in the air. Many hesitated thus cor- r\\(/—
NS dially hating those who made decisions ‘:»:»
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OTKAa3aThCs OT 3BAHMS YeJIOBEKA U CTaTh IO-
osmmaom. Ho B gymre st Bcerma smrobma Bac, TMo-
cymaps! f ornpasigocs 3a Bamu B nuaruanme.
— Tw1 He moskajieenb 00 9TOM, CBHIH MOM.
W TBI yixe He rOOJIMH — THI OISATH YeJIOBEK.
Bce mHaxomuBIImMecs Ha miIoOLIAmM yiKac-
HYJINCH, YBHUIEB, KAK HCKAMKEHHOE IIOPOKOM
W CcTpagaHWeM JIMIO TIo0JIMHA BAPYr IIpe-
BPAaTUJIOCH B JIMIIO HPEKPAacHOro oHoIu. Bee
CHJIEBIINE 3a CTOJIOM ChEMKHJINCH, CO CTAPOTO
Jlenpexona maske cBaJIMJICS IIAPUK OT cTpaxa.
Ho Yepusrit Kot mouemy-T0 GBIJT HEBOSMYTHUM:
— Hy u xT0, KpoMe aTOT0 KAJKOTO Hey-
OavYHHKA, KOTOPBIA caM cebe He HysKeH, X0UeT

orupaBuThcsa B marHanme? Keratm — doxyce
HerIoxo0M. B uem cexper? — oGpaTuiicss OH K
ITapro.

OTH cJI0Ba YCIOKOMIN CUIEBIINX 34 CTO-
goMm u toiiry. Jla, aTo Bcero jsmib (poxyc, Ha
roropele Kpwumatoiit Jles Gosbimoit macrep.
Bce-raku xopomio Tax Tpes3Bo cMOoTpeTh Ha
BeIlM, KAaK TOCHOAWH IIpeMbep-MHUHHUCTP!
Crapoiii JlempekoH BHOBL HATAHYJ HaPUK
M, CO 3JIOOHBIM IIPHUILYPOM OCMOTPEB TOJIIY,
CIIPOCHLII:

— Taxr Her OoJbIlle KeJAMIIUX UITH B
H3TrHaHNe 3a Tak HaseiBaeMbeIM [lapem?

U smenamwmmume HamIuchk. OTO OBLIN OBE
neBoukHr, kKoTopeix Kpeuraremi JleB Bocmurasn
B CBOEM JOMe, IIOCJIe TOr0, KaK yMepJu HX
pomurenu. OHuM GeccTPaIIHO IIPOIIIN CKBO3b
OBIIIAIILYI0 HEHABUCTHIO TOJIIIY W BCTAJH Ps-
IIOM C HIM.

— A 3maun, merm mom, — co ciaes3amu pa-
JIOCTH CKa3aJI OH.
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— Nobody else wants to follow you;
> at once I felt pity for you for I used to love
you, always, — suddenly said Black Cat to
Winged Lion. — These people needed me to
acquire their freedom but they will be able
to live without me, there are so many wise
men besides me. Looks to me, I have to follow
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%“ you in memory of our friendship, so you don’t ’;}}\’
/\" perish in exile in such a good-for-nothing "/\
=;X company. %—é}}
k"/\\ On hearing these words, Yellow Cat, &\
7{” who was ecstatically admiring her husband’s ?O:zﬁ
=€;>% triumph, fainted in horror. All those present %\4}}
%\\ in the square strained like a string. Only the 4§

X  most cunning of those at the table remained
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calm.
— There is some love left in your heart;
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Q) but it is not love that makes you say this — it ?:oio
/{&J is your desire to show off and make a noble u’(}\
TY® face. This is why you cannot so far go where N
%ﬁ we are going — you are not ready yet, — ob- 3}‘,
/;"' jected Winged Lion. — But I also know that ‘OIZ\
=)X you would stick to your words and would fol- %—(ﬁ}
%‘\ low me to exile and share all the hardships "}:,x
N$  without even knowing where I head for. So &

|| V

you have a chance to become the one, who will
make these people happy. And you will have
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7 X a special protection at all times. You will only ?:f,‘
=)X have to struggle with one enemy — yourself. K*(}
\2, \ — Where are you going? — asked Black /‘{/
\\'s,/ Cat dejectedly. \f,’,,’
10\ — I am going to Great Emperor’s where  gQ\\
_\),’“ joy never ends — to the country, compared ‘-\\(/_
<:¢:‘ to which any motherland feels strangle. And ‘:.:.

only three others will join me...
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Ho Gosbiite HUKTO BBIATH He PEITHUJICA.
Eciu robimuy aT0 OBLIO CHesaTh IPOCTO, JIe-
BOYKAM II0TPE00BAJIOCH MYKECTBO, TO TEIeph
IIJIS TOro, YTOOBI BCTATh pamoM ¢ Llapem, my:x-
HO OBLJIO CTATH HACTOAIINM IepoeM — CTOJIBKO
HEHABUCTHU KUIIEJIO B Bo3ayxe. MHorue comue-
BAJIKCh, 4 II09TOMY JIIOTO HeHABHUIEJIN TeX, KTO
OpUHUMAET pelleHune 0e3 COMHeHNN.

— DBosblle HEUKTO He X04YeT MATH 34 TO-
001, MHe BOPYT CTAJIO KaJb Te0s, BeOb g BCer-
na Tebs JIo0mII, — HEeOKHUIAHHO cKasaa dep-
worit Kot Kpsrmaromy JIsBy. — A Hysken ObLI
9TOMY HAPOIY, YTOOBI HOJIYYUTH CBOOOIY, HO
OH CMOKET "KUTh U 0e3 MeHs, 31eCh MHOT'0 IPY-
rux Myaperos. MHe kasercs, 4To B IaMATh O
Hallei Apy:x0e g JOJIKEeH OTHPABUTHCA C TO-
0011, YTOOBI THI He IMOru0 B M3THAHUU B TAKOU
HEIIyTeBOM KOMIIAHNU.

ITpu oTux ciaosax Kenrasa Komxa, g0 aTo-
0 BOCTOPYKEHHO B3WpAaBIIasg Ha TPUYM@p My-
sKa, OT yskaca ymnaJsa B ooMopok. Bee, maxomus-
IIrecs Ha IJIOIAIH, HAIIPATJINCh, KaK CTPYHA.
JIume Hambosiee XUTPHIE M3 CHUOAEBIINX 34 CTO-
JIOM OCTAJINCh CIIOKOMHBIMHU.

— B tBOEM ceppiie ocranack J1000Bb, HO
He OHAa ceiiuac B TeOe TOBOPUT, a KeJaHUe II0-
KpacoBaTbcs, mourpath B Osaropomactso. llo-
9TOMY THI IIOKA HE MOXKEIIb HOUTHU Tyxa, Ky-
Ia uUOeM MBI, THL ellle He I'OTOB, — BO3PA3UJI
Kpsunareiiz Jles. — Ho s 3Hamo u T0, 4TO TH He
OoTKa3ajicsa ObI OT CBOUX CJIOB U IIOLIEJ OBI 34
MHO# B M3THAHNE, YTOOBI JEJIUTh BCE TATCOCTH
W HEeB3TO4bI, Jaske He 3Had, Kyma g umy. Llo-
9TOMY y Te0sA ecTh IIaHC CTATh TeM, KTO Bep-
HEeT cuacTbe aromy Hapoxy. M ocobas samiura
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The whole square howled. There were

lots of legends about Great Emperor; eve-
Meanwhile, Winged Lion ordered the

goblin standing next to Him and the girls

rybody knew that Tsar’s utmost desire was
to head for his land. So it looked as if they
hadn’t exiled Him but had freed Him of His
everyday duties to serve their needs and
to get seated on His back. He then straight-
ened His mighty wings and took off, with
every second going farther and farther
from the people, who wanted to live with-
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Bcerya Oymer ¢ Toboi. Tebe mpumercsa 00POTh-
Cs1 JIMIIEL C OOHUM BParoM — CaMUM COOOHM.

— Kyna xe TBI umems? — II0ZaBIEHHO
cupocut Yepusniit Kor.

— A uny ® Benuromy Mwmmeparopy, Ty-
Ia, rIe HeCKOH4YaeMas PajocTb, B CTPAHY, II0
CPaABHEHUIO C KOTOPOM JII00ast pOArHA KasKeTCs
qyKOMHOMN. A CO MHOM MAYT JIUIIL TPOE...

Besa mimomans B3selta. O Bestukom Umire-
paTope XOOWJIu JIETeHObl, Bce 3Han, uTo Llaps
00JIBIIIE BCEr0 Ha CBETe sKeJsajl OTIPABUTHCS B
ero crpany. Y mosry4asioch, YTO OHM He M3rHa-
JIM €ro, a OCBOOOJMIIN OT €KeIHEBHOI'0 CJIyIKe-
HUS UX HYKIAM U IPo0IeMaM.

A Kpruunareii JleB Tem BpeMeHeM IIpHUKa-
3aJI CTaBIIEeMy YeJOBEKOM I'O0JIMHY W IeBOY-
KaM cecTb K HeMy Ha CIIMHY. 3aTeM PacIIpaBUII
CBOU MOTYYMe KPBLIbA M IIOJIETEN, C KaMKION
CeKYHO! yHasIsisaCh OT Hapoma, KOTOPBIM 3a-
XOTeJI JKUTh 0€3 Hero.
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RELEASING
ANCIENT SERPENT \

While Black Cat — like all the rest in
the square — stared after Winged Lion, who
was leaving, — with a sad feeling of irrepa-
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%“ rable loss, those at the table triumphed. To ’;}}\’
Q /)
/\' a large extent, they could not care less as to ‘/\
=;X where Tsar was flying to; all that mattered %—é}}
k"/\\ was — no tsars any more. And — for sure — @\
DKL . . QIAC
/\, they were not going to need this crazy cat \/\
=€;’g here with his unexpected dashing between %_\48:
R extremes. However, he had to do one more A
&  thing, for today was his day. o\ e
— Your Excellency, — addressed him \=

Leprechaun as he crooked and held a cer-

||\‘
{si %
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Q) tain paper, — in honor of people’s libera- ?:o‘:o
_/)‘\J tion from the tsarism and its oppression, I u’(\
_),n think we need to grant amnesty to political “? il
%ﬁ offenders. '3&‘.
N . . %,
/)\ — Oh, do we have them? — Prime Min- /(\
TY®  ister got surprised. ST
R — How come you forget about Ancient 2\
N 0 L
/\ %  Serpent? ¥ /\
=€;§g — Oh, this one... %}:
N Mo more had Black Cat this desire to 4§
N¥ ask the magician to turn him into a tiger. &%
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With every minute to pass he repented more
and more for causing Winged Lion to leave

(7.
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. . . ON

&5 the country. No more seemed it fair to him 0:’,
W . . \7 ¢
that the only prisoner, whom Tsar insisted ¢J

(Y

on keeping behind bars, should be elect-
ed President; he was also hesitant about )
whether the prisoner should be freed at all. V:e
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oka Yepwunrit Kor, kak u Bce Ha 1wIO-
64;\ A M, ¢ TPYCThI0 U OIIyIeHueM Heu30BIBHOM

W IOTEePU CMOTPEJI BeJie yaassasinemycs Kporra-
tomy JIBBY, Bce ocTaJIbHBIE CHAEBINHE 34 CTO-
JgoM JukoBasu. Vim mo GosIbIioMy c4yery OBLITO
BCe paBHO, Kyaa yieraet llapsp, rimaBHOe — UTO
31ech Terepb HUKaKuX [lapeit me 6ymer. U aTor
B30QJIMOIITHBIN KOT C €r0 HEOKHUJTAHHBIMH Me-
TAHUSIMHA MEKIY KPAWHOCTSAMHU, KOHEUHO Ke,
uM He Oymer 31mech Hy:xeH. Ho oH momskeH cie-
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%»  JIATB ellle KOe-UTO, CErO/IH ero JIeHE. A
o:{o — Bamre nmpeBocxoauTeIbCTBO, — COTHYB- 0}"»
7, N\

_/ N, IIHCH moformes K Hemy Jlemmpexon ¢ Kakoi-To 4\_
I\ ),’1 OyMaroii, — B YeCTb HAPOJHOI'0 OCBOOOMKICHMS “:( T
,:',f;\ OT THeTa Iapu3Ma, s IyMaw, HYsKHO 00BSIBUTD ;:.s:,
/ N\ ?  aMHHCTHIO IIOJATHYCCKUM IPECTYITHIKAM. \ /(\
LLIND) EALLL
TR — A oHm y Hac ecTb? — YIUBHICT  G\(J]
‘1,:4‘\ IIpeMbep-MHUHHUCTD. ’;}:e’
/\" — Ber passe 3a6wu1m mpo JIpesHero amesa? *’,’)\
=€;>% — Ax, amom... %Q%:
b Yepusrit Kot yske He X0TeJ IIPOCUTH ¥ 9TO- ,‘\'
<9 >
\‘:Q’/ ro dapomes, 4ToObI OH cresas ero turpom. C \\9:'1
N\» kamgoil MUHYTOI OH BCce OOJIbIIE SKAJIeJI, UTO (.4(3_
) Vi

SABUJICA TPUYMHOM Toro, uro Kpouiarteiii Jles
MOKWHYJI cTpaHy. U emy ysxe He xasasiock 6es-
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The cunning Leprechaun sensed that and
managed to present the issue so as to corner
Black Cat — can any leader of democratic
reforms be against political amnesty on the
day of people’s liberation?

— All right then. Set him free, — said
Prime Minister with tiredness in a voice.

— Would you please sign this Act of
the Provisional Government, — said Lep-
rechaun as he obligingly stretched out a
paper.

Black Cat signed the paper.

— While the people are still here,
would you announce the election, — Dragon
71 came up to him.

— Oh I clean forget... I am so exhaust-
ed — you speak, — said Prime Minister to
Leprechaun.

— It’s a very special day today as we all
got freedom, — solemnly declared the lat-
ter. — And we will hold fair and just elec-
tion of our President, this will take place in
a weeks’ time in this very square. A special
commission will be established for correct
voice count — with Fox Dodger as its Head.
The election will be considered valid with
any number of citizens participating. While
we have not established democratic proce-
dures, the right to nominate a candidate for
the presidency for the first time is granted
solely to Governors. So runs our transition-
al electoral law, here it is — in this scroll,
— and to prove it he demonstrated a huge
roll of toilet paper all covered with some ti-
ny characters, the same roll of toilet paper
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koro Ilapp cumTan HEOOXOOMMBIM HEpP:KATH B
3aTOYEHHUH, HYy"KHO N30UpaTh IPEe3UuIeHTOM, HO
M TO, UTO €T0 BOOOIIIE CJIeIyeT 0CBOOOKIATE. XI-
Tphii JIeIIpeKkoH IIOYyBCTBOBAJI 3TO W HAIIEJI,
KaK IPEIogHEeCTH BOIIPOC TAK, YTOOBLI KOTY OBI-
JI0 HEeKyJIa JeBaTbhbCsa, BeOb KAaKOM JIUAep JeMo-
KpaTHYeCKUX IIPeoOpa3oBaHUI MOMKET B JIEHb
HAPOLHOI'0 OCBOOOMKIEHNS BBLICTYIIMTH IIPOTUB
AMHUCTHHA IIOJIUTUYECCKUM 3aKII0YCHHBIM?

— Hy, xopormo. Berycrure ero, — ycrasio
CKa3aJI IpeMbep-MUHUCTP.

— Ilogmuimre BOT 9TO IIOCTAHOBJIEHIE
BPEMEHHOI'0 IIPABUTEJILCTBA, — YCIIYKJIABO
mpoTAHYJ emy Oymary JlempekoH.

Yepuoiii Kot mogmucaut.

— Iloxa Hapox He pasomrescs, 00bIBUTE
0 BBIOOpAax, — IIOJOIIEN K HeMy apaxoH [135r.

— CoBceM 3a0bL1... Y MeHS HeT CHJI, Io-
BOPU ThHI, — 00OpaTHJICA IIPEeMbep-MUHUCTD K
Jlempexony.

— CerogHa 3HaMeHATE/ILHBIA IeHb, IIO-
TOMY YTO BCE MBI IIOJIYYUJIN CBODOLY, — TOPIKe-
CTBEHHO 3aABIJI TOT. — VI MBI IIpoBeIeM YeCTHEIE
U CIpaBeIJINBLIEe BEIOOPHI IIPE3UIEHTA, KOTOPHIE
COCTOSITCSI Uepe3 HeJesi0 Ha JTOM ke ILIoIa-
nu. Jlyis mpaBMIIBHOTO TI0/IcYeTa ToJIOCOB OyaeT
co3jmaHa CIleruaibHAss KOMUCCHS TIOf IIpe/I-
cematesnbectBom Jluca Ilimyra. Beibopsr OymyT
CUNTATHCS JTEeHCTBUTEJILHBIMHA IIPU JIIO0OM KO-
JIMYECTBE JKUTeJIeM CTPAHBI, IIPUHABIINX B HUX
yuactue. [IpaBoM BBEIOBMKEHHS KaHIWIATA B
Ipe3uAeHThl B IIePBLIN pas, IIoKa y HAac He 0TJIa-
SKEHBI JJeMOKPaTHYeCcKIe IIPOoIeIyPhl, 001aa10T
TOJIBKO T'yOepHATOpHl HpoBHHIMI. Tak riaacut
HAallle BpeMeHHOe BBHIOOPHOE 3aKOHO0IaTeIbCTRO,
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A that was approved a day earlier, i.e. person-
¢ ally signed and stamped by Black Cat, who

/ drank too much and thought it was a joke.
There was too much shock for the crowd
for one day. And they dispersed excitedly
discussing the quick changes, which they
turned out to witness. Many felt uneasy as
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%“ what happened started to look worrisome ’;}}\’
/\" rather than joyous. "/\
=;X — Your Excellency, will you yourself %-\48:
%\\ tell the prisoner of regime about his re- 4§

7{” lease? —Leprechaun asked Prime Minister. ?O:zﬁ
=€;’g — No, I guess you will very well man- %_\4%}
%\\ age it without me, I will go and see my wife, A

INE  Isaw her faint... — and Black Cat went into  &YAC
_/)\\J the crowd looking for Yellow Cat. 4\=
_);? All the members of the provisional gov- :j

0:&% ernment were looking at him in undisguised é}‘:o
/g);_) contempt. “Just to think of it — this idiot u’(}\
TY® managed to do what we couldn’t even dream N
%ﬁ of!” — said Minister of Science — thero- z}:s‘,
/;\" morph Hun Potz, who yesterday signed with “/Z\
=)X Black Cat a decree on awarding him the ti- %—(ﬁ}
k,:,/i\ tle of academician. "):,x’
/\" — If he is an idiot, why did you take \‘/\
=€;;g the diploma he had signed? — not without (&/\43:
k"/j malice asked Dragon Zi. X

7{‘? — As of the time of signing the diplo- ?‘:/‘
=)X ma, he was the legitimate power which is K*(}
\2,\ why his decisions on awarding highest de- /‘{/
x«é grees and academic titles during this period :,0,,*
[[{5 do not depend on his own intellect, — an- g\
_\),n swered the theromorph unabashedly. — But "\\(/_
<'¢:$ I sincerely hope the he will stop being a le- ‘:»:»

gitimate power before long...

Y

///4\ N\ \

9 &
C4ODICLED90 €55 900990 069 900) (N
N 2 P2 P2 =~

A
‘53\4‘5"
=%

¢

% .

AL




IPUHATOE BUepa BPEMEHHBIM PABUTEJILCTBOM,
BOT OHO B 9TOM CBUTKE — U OH B JIOKA3aTEJIbCTBO
IPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBAJT WCIUCAHHBIN KAaKUMU-TO
MeJKUMU ueporaudaMu O0JBION PYJIOH Tya-
snerHot Gymaru, Kotopbiii Yepuwrit Kot Buepa,
BBIITUB JIMIITHETO U MIOyMaB, YTO 9TO IITyTKA, yT-
BEP/IUJI CBOEH TOJIIUCHIO U IeYaThIO.

JIJ1s1 TOMTIBI OBLJIO CIIUIITKOM MHOTO ITOTPS-
CeHHWU Ha OJWH JeHb. Bce HaYaJ M PacXOIUTh-
cs1, BO30OYKIOEHHO OO0CYyIasi CTPEeMHUTEJIbHEIE
mepeMeHbl, CBUIeTeJIIMHU KOTOPBIX OHHM OKa3a-
auck. Ho y MHOTHX Ha cep/rie ysxe ObLJIO HECIIo-
KOMHO, IIPOUCXOUBIIIEe HAUYMHAJIO Ka3aThCs He
PaIOCTHBIM, & TPEBOKHBIM,

— Barre mpeBoCcXoUTEIBCTBO, BBl CAMU
00BSABUTE Y3HUKY PEKIMA 0 €70 OCBOOOKTeHUH !
— crpocut JlerrpekoH mmpeMbep-MUHUCTPA.

— Her, nymat, 4To0 BBl C 9TUM BIIOJITHE
cIrpaBUTeCh 0e3 MeHs, g MOUIy K KeHe, S BU-
JIeJI, 9TO ed CTajo II0X0... — u Yepuwrit Kot
momres1 B Toy, uma JHemnryo Komky.

A Bce uJIeHBI BPEMEHHOTO ITPABUTEIHCTBA
CMOTPEJIN HA HEero ¢ HeCKPhIBAEMbIM IIPEe3PeHU-
em. «IlogymaTh TOSBKO: TAKON UIUOT CMOT CIe-
JIaTh TO, UYTO HAM ¥ HE CHHUJIOCH!» — CcKa3asr Mu-
aucTp Hayku 3Beposiniep Oyup [lor, KoTopbIit
Buepa moamnwucan y Yepuoro Kora mocranosie-
HUE 0 TIPUCYIKICHUN eMy 3BaHUsA aKaJIeMUuKa.

— Ecau unmor, 3ayeM B3SJT JUIIIIOM, KOTO-
PHI OH TIoAIHCas? — He 0e3 eXUICTBA CITPOCUIT
npakoH 1351

— Ha momeHT moamucaHus JUIJIOMa OH
OBLIT JIETUTUMHOM BJIACTHIO, IIOITOMY €T0 perre-
HUS 9TOr0 IEPHUoa O MPUCYIKIEHUU BBICIITUX
YUYEeHBIX 3BAHUI He 3aBUCST OT €TI0 COOCTBEHHOTO
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N ...All the members of the provisional
» government except for Prime Minister, who <X
was hustling about his wife (she fainted be-
cause she had such a charismatic husband,
who at the same time was so unpredictable
and unguided), headed for the jail where
Ancient Serpent suffered. He suffered ba-
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)/‘)
%“ sically because there was no way for him ’;}}\’
/\" to show his worth as his accommodation "/\
=;X and food in the dungeon were by far better %-\48:
%\\ than those of Winged Lion, Tsar personally 4§
7{” saw to it. Those walls were sealed with the ?O:zﬁ
=€;,g blessing of Winged Lion, and Serpent was %_\4%}
%\\ deprlveq of any chance to use magic or in- X
I teract with anyone to cause harm indirectly.  &YAC
_/{);J Everything necessary for life was delivered J(}\_
(%2 to him through intricate mechanisms. T

G . . . 2N
& Ancient Serpent looked in distrust at ?:0‘/
_/)‘\J those, who dared to come to see him after u’(\
_),n his many decades of loneliness. N
%ﬁ — Winged Lion is setting me free? 3}‘,
/;\" Why? — was his first question. ‘OIZ\
=)X — He is not in this country anymore. ?—(ﬁ}
k{‘? He felt he was not necessary here so he emi- "):,x’
/\" grated, — answered Leprechaun for them \‘/\
=%>-§ all. %/\48:
k"/j — Who of you managed to come through A
7{0’ these doors? Nobody can do that without %:,ﬁ
=)X falling in a dead faint except he has permis- K*(}
\2, A sion from Tsar. 4 {/
x«é — We have come through due to this :;0,,*
[5 paper, — said Leprechaun and showed him )\
_\),’“ the amnesty act. r\\(/—
S — Who is this Black Cat? — asked An- &%

{2
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cient Serpent. — Is he among you? V:e
V)
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WHTEJIJIeKTa, — HEeBO3MYTHUMO OTBETHJI 3BEPOsI-
miep. — Ho mckpeHHe HAIEIOCH, YTO JIETUTHUM-
HO¥ BJIACTHIO OH Oy/IeT COBCEM HEeJOJITO...

Bce uienbl BpeMeHHOTO IIPaBUTENb-
CTBA, 34 WCKJIIOYEHWEM IIPeMbep-MUHUCTPA,
XJIOIIOTABIIIETO BOKPYT KEHBI, KOTOPOM CTAJIO
IIJIOXO0 OTTOTO, UTO y Hee TAKOM XaphuaMaThdy-
HBI ¥ OJHOBPEMEHHO HeIPeJICKa3yeMbIl U
HeYIIPaBJISEMBIA MY:K, OTIIPABUJINCH B TEMHU-
Iy, TJe B 3aToueHun ToMuiicss JlpeBuuit ameit.
Bupouewm, Tomusics oH 1o GosibIeit yacTu n3-3a
TOTO, YTO HUKAK He MOT ce0sI IPOSIBUTH: OBITO-
BbI€ YCJIOBHUSA M IIUTAHWE Y HEro OBLIM JIyYIIle,
vyem y Kpsuratoro JIssa, [laps nuawmo 06 aTom
mo3abotuscsa. Ho atu crewsr ObLIH 3amedvara-
bl O1arocsioBenneM Kpouratoro JIbBa, u ameit
OBIJI JIMIIIEH BO3MOYKHOCTH IIPUOEraTb K Maruu
M 00IIATHCS C KeM-JIH00, YTOOBI IIPUYNHSTH
ommocpeI0BaHHBIN Bpen. Bce HeoOxomgumoe st
SKU3HU OH TIOJIydaJi Osaromapst pabore XUTpPO-
YMHBIX MEXaHU3MOB.

JlpeBHUIt 3meil ¢ HeJOBEPUEM CMOTPEJT HA
TeX, KTO II0CJIe MHOTHUX JIeCATUJIETHH OJUHOYE-
CTBA OCMEJINJICA K HEMY ITPU/ITH.

— Kpeurateii JleB mMeHs ocBoGosxmaer?
[Touemy? — GBI ero ePBHIN BOIPOC.

— Ero Gomnbire Her B oToit crpane. OH mo-
YYBCTBOBAJI CBOIO HEHYKHOCTH M OMUTPHUPOBAI,
— orBeruJ 3a Bcex Jlemmpexow.

— Kro ke u3 Bac cMOT IIPOUTH CKBO3b 9TU
IBEPH, KOTOpPBIe He MOT IMPOMTH HUKTO 6e3 paas-
pemtenus [laps, He ymas TyT ske 3aMepTBO?

— Mgzr oponnn ux 6aarogaps aTou oyma-
re, — 1okasaJj emy JlemmpekoH mocTaHOBJIEHUE
00 aMHHCTHH.
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Leprechaun briefly told him about what
@ kind of person the current Prime Minister <X

UIN» was. . . . . e ALl
Q?’ — What insanity! — cried Ancient r\\(
¢,'$ Serpent in horror. — Winged Lion endowed @*‘.
/\ / some stupid cat with His power! This is just 4

Him: so much irrationality and so much

¢
.14,_./,

N

e
%“ grandeur at the same time! /‘):s"
/\" — He did not endow him with any- "/\
=;X thing, please calm down, My Lord, — Lepre- %-\48:
k"/\\ chaun was about to start explaining but the &\
XK . . . OO
/\0, released prisoner interrupted him at once: \0/\
=€;,g — Are you another idiot? Don’t you see %_\4%}
%\\ that with the paper only bearing the sig- A
M nature of the Cat, you are able to come by QA
_/)\\_, the door, which I could not do using all my 4\_
_);? spells? You did not pay attention to Winged 2( ]
% Lion’s words about the special protection for é}‘:»
_/)‘\J Black Cat and about the sole enemy he had u'(\
W2 to fight being himself? What is he becomes (]
%ﬁ another Winged Lion? z}:s‘,
/;\" — He will not for he tied himself up “/Z\
=)X into a knot — way too much, — said Lep- ?—(*(}
k,:{i\ rechaun softly. — He will hardly be one of "}}\’
/\" us but he is easy to turn into our weapon \‘/\
=€;;g without even knowing it. So far he is just (&/\43:
kr‘/j falling down. X
7{0’ — Well, we have to wait and see, — %:,ﬁ
INs said Ancient Serpent thoughtfully. And he g4(}

e . . . N
\/‘\ cautlo}lsly exited through the door, coming /‘\/
TR by which he had lost all hope. \f,:,,’
1)\ By the door, there was a luxurious car- Q|
_\),’“ riage waiting to take him to the palace of ‘-\\(/_
MK the provisional government stationed in the ‘:»:»

{2

\"‘f%"
Q
¢
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home of Governor Leprechaun. \‘/:z;
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— Kro sxe rtaxoit sror Yepuwii Kor? —
crapocuit Jpesunii ameit. — OH cpenu Bac?

JlempexoH BKpaTile paccKka3ay eMy O TOM,
KAKOB HEIHEIIHUN IIpeMbep-MUHUCTP.

— Kaxoe 0esymme! — ymmacuymnca pes-
Huit aMmeit. — Kperaareni Jles Hamemmn kaxoro-
TO TJIYIIOr0 KOoTa cBoei cuiioii! B aToM oH Beck:
Takas HepallnOHAJIbHOCTDL U B TO K€ BpeMs Ta-
Koe Beanune!

— Jla HUYeM OH ero He HaJeJ NI, YCIIOKOM-
Tech, BJIAOBIKA, — HavaJ 010 JlempexoH, HO
0CBOOOKIEHHBIN Y3HUK TYT Ke IepeduI ero:

— Tor uTo, Toke mauor? THI He BUAUIID,
uTo ¢ OyMaroi, Ha KOTOPOM CTOUT BCEro JIMIIb
HOOIKMCHL OTOTO KOTA, BHI IIPOXOJUTE CKBO3b
IOBEepH, Yepe3 KOTOpble S He MOTr IIPONTH, HC-
IOJIb3ys BCE CBOU 3aKJAThA? Bel He mpumain
sHavenus ciaosam Kpruiaroro JIbBa o Tom, 4To
Yepusit Kot mosryuur ocobyro 3alurTy, 1 eIuH-
CTBEHHEBIN, C KeM eMy IPEICTOUT 0OPOThCS, 9TO
o cam? A 4To, ecIM OH CTAHET TAKHM, KaK
Kpourarerit Jles?

— He craner, oH CIMIIKOM 3aILyTajics, —
MArKo ckasas Jlenpexon. — Ou Bpapg aum cra-
HeT HAIllUM, HO OH, Iae caM TOr0 IIOPOM He
sKesasd, JIErKo IIpeBpallaeTcsa B Hallle OpyIaue.
IToka ou TosIBKO Iamaer.

— Hy, mocmorpuM, — 3amyMuymMBO CKa-
s3an Hpesuuit 3meit. I oH ¢ omackoil BbIIIesI
U3 IBepei, IIPONTH Yepe3 KOTOphIe y:Ke U He
HaIesIcs.

VY nBepeii ero smasa poCcKOIIHAS Kapera,
KOoTOpas II0OBE3JIa ero BO OBOpell BPEeMEeHHOIO
IPaBUTEJILCTBA, PACIIOJIOMKEHHLIA B IOME Iy-
O0epuaropa Jlemmpexona.
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BLACK CAT
AND YELLOW CAT

Finally, Black Cat managed to find his
wife in the crowd. Yellow Cat sat on the
ground and cried bitterly.

— What happened, my dear? — car-
ingly asked her husband.

— You are one hopeless idiot! — mur-
mured she in response and kept sobbing. —
You managed to oppose both Winged Lion
and the new power! What will come of us?

— Nothing special. Everything will be
alright. Now — as you heard — an honest
election will be held, I am most likely to be
a candidate for President. I don’t think I
will stay out of job in case I am not elect-
ed. All the more so, my work will be a lot
more interesting than before: back then, I
worked for pleasure while now I will have
to work for survival. This is one of the
great achievements of democracy: it does
not allow one to relax but requires staying
at the limit of one’s vitality and opportu-
nity not for the sake of ephemerality but
for survival. Is it not what you have been
dreaming about when nodding approvingly
as you listened to my conversations with
philosopher Hun Potz, Dragon Zi, and Fox?

— You fool! — lamented Yellow Cat
loudly. — My dreams were about our pros-
perous life — like them, and about a man-
sion and servants and my diamonds — like
Fox Alice has — and not studs like I have
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LS - # lepuniit Kor, naroner, namesn B Tos- Q9L
W2 1me cBowo skeny. Memras Homka cumema wa "/\
= %\,% 3eMJIe U TOPBHKO ILJIAKAJA. %-/\4% =
‘,,:4‘\ — Yro cayumiocs, goporas? — 3aboTiu- /‘)}\’
/\’» BO CIIPOCHJI €€ MYK. \‘/\
=;>% — Tw mpocTo Ge3HANE:KHBIH HIHOT! — %.4%:
0 BCXJIUIIBIBAS, IIPOOOPMOTAIa OHA B OTBET. g
//\\ > N
A l”‘ ‘Q‘\"
/\0, — Ter ymynpuiics mocraBuThb cebda U IIPOTHUB \o/\
IINs Kpsuraroro JIpBa, um mpoTuB HOBOI BJIacTwu! e AL\l
L et
),/\ Yro sxe ¢ Hamu Temepsb OygeT? \(
7, 2N
o:{o — Jla auuero ocobenroro. Bee 6ymer Hop- 0}"»
N o > \Z/ \
=/)\) manbHo. Celfuac, KAk ThI CJBIIIAJIA, IIPOUIYT A
),’1 YeCTHBIE BEIOOPHI, CKOpee BCero, s OyIy OaHUM “:(
,:',f;\ U3 KaHJIUIATOB Ha TIOCT mrpe3ugenTa. Eciau me- ;:.s:,
7, N\
/)\ Hs He m30epyT, TO s He JTyMalo, YTO OCTAHYCh /(\
LLIND) o EALLL
Ty Oes paborer. Tem Gosiee, uTo ceituac paboratb G\
) > ((
‘1,:4‘\ OyJeT HaMHOTO HHTepecHee, 4eM PaHbIIIe: TOT- ’;}:e’
/\" na paboTa IPUHOCUJIA YI0BOILCTBHE, a cefuac *’,’)\
CN»  \ige mpunmercss paGoTaTh, 9TOGH BEIKUTE. Jro &M
) ’ O\
Z»  OIHO U3 BEJUKHUX JIOCTHKEHUH /eMOKpaTHU: ,‘\'
<9 >
e&’, OHA II03BOJIAET He paccJaabiasThbCsI, a HaxXo- \\9:6
IIN» nuThbcst Ha Tpenese CBOUX JKU3HEHHBIX CHJI U u(‘_
=N ) (\‘*_
\2’» BO3MOYKHOCTEH HEe pajH 4ero-to aeMepHOro, /\?/
>
‘\‘:Q’, a pajau 3JeMeHTapHOro BBIKUBaHUA. Pa3Be \\,:,,’
He 00 9TOM MeuTaJia ThI, KOI/a 0J00PUTEILHO
IN) &) ) Al
\ (d L b» /
3 4
\“-’ > Q-”-" “ﬁ-" Q-“ > Q‘“-’ > Q-" >



to wear! But I have never dreamt and could

X& never even have itin my worst night dream <X
/ that your abnormal brain will bear a cre-
tinistic thought about the changes aiming
not at a better life for us but at a worse life
because some cretinistic tetterous cat, who
imagined himself a tiger, was having too
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"%: good a life according to his stupid idea —so K
/\" he could not feel a taste for life! What taste "/\
=;X for life are we talking about — you need %-\48:
k"/\\ to be taken to the veterinary clinic and be @\
7~:” locked there in a ward for crazy animals ?‘:’K
=€;>% till the end of your worthless life! Oh poor %\4}}
%\\ me! Oh unfortunate me! How did I manage 9§

X&  to spoil my life with this marriage! What
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wonderful cats were romancing me! White
Cat was so handsome and intelligent; Red
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Q) Cat is now having a three-storied mansion ?:oio
_/)‘\J and his wife is sparkling in her gold. As for u’(\_
_):’ me — I married this black monster! (]
%ﬁ It was not quite pleasant to Black Cat z}:s‘,
/;\" to hear all this, especially with half the “/\
=)X crowd still being there; a few muskrat bea- %/\*%}
k,:,/i\ vers were watching the hysterics of Prime "}:,x’
/\" Minister’s wife with interest. He was how- \‘/\
=€;¢g ever used to his wife being the one of con- (&/\48:
%\\ cern and the only thing left to him was to X

7{‘? put up with it. So the Cat just patted her ?‘:/‘
=)X on the head and told her to calm down and K*(}
\2,\ to go home with him. /{/
x«é — What are you talking about — I :;0,,*
[[5 cannot walk! — resented Yellow Cat. — <l
_\),n Don’t you see that because of you, scoun- ‘-\\(/_
<'¢:$ drel, I have no strength left and you do ‘}:»

not own a carriage even now that you are
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KWBAaJIa, CJIYIIasi MO PA3rOBOPLI ¢ PrIocohom
®Oyusb [omem, apaxonom 131 u Jlucom?

— Jypar! — y:xe B rosoc sapesena HKesn-
rtass Komka. — f meurasa o Tom, 4TOOBI MBI
KU TaK ke 60oraTo, Kak OHM, B TAKOM JKe
0COOHsIKe, YTOOBI y HAac OblIa IIPpHCIyra, a s
MOTJIA HOCHUTBH OKepesibe He CO CTPa3aMu, a C
Oopunnmanramu, kax Jluca Amnwmca! Ho s mu-
KOT/Jla He TOJIbKO He MeuTasa, HO U B CTpAIl-
HOM KoIlIMape He Morja cebe IIpeCTaBUTh,
YTO B TBOEM HEHOPMAJILHOM MO3TY 3apPOIUTCS
KPETUHUYECKAS] MBICJIb, YTO IIEPEMeHBI JT0JIK-
HBI IPOU3OUTH HE PAJU TOTO, YTOOBI MBI CTAJIK
SKUTD JIyYIlle, a4 YTOOBI MBI CTAJIM KUTH XYiKe,
IOTOMY YTO, BUJUTE JIN, KPETUHUYIECKOMY JIH-
mrafiHOMY KOTY, BO3OMHUBIIIEMY Ce0sI TUTPOM,
CJIMIITKOM XOPOIIIO 10 €r0 TJIYIIBIM IIpeJICTaBIIe-
HUSM KHBETCS, TAK YTO OH HE MOXKET IIOUYB-
cTBOBaTh BKyc skmaumu! Jla raxoit Tebe BKyC
SKU3HU — Te0sI HY:KHO OTIIPABUTH B BeTJieued-
HUILy W 3allepeTb TaAM B OTIeJIEHUH IJid He-
HOPMAJIbHBIX KUBOTHBIX J0 KOHIIA TBOEU HUK-
yemHOU ku3HN! Ax, OegHada g, HecuacrHasa! U
yropasauio ske MeHs MCIOPTUTH cebe *KHU3Hb
aruM Opaxom! A Kakue XOpoIIre KOTHI 38 MHOM
yxasxupasu! Benerit Kor — xpacasern, ymuu-
na; Kenrteit Kor — y mero ceituac yaxe Tpex-
ATAYKHBIN OCOOHSIK, M sKeHa BCA B 30JI0Te. A s
BBIIIJIA 3aMy’K 3a 9TOT0 YepPHOTo yposa!

Yepuomy Koty Bo0OIIE-TO He 0YEHB-TO
MPUATHO OBLJIO BCe JTO CJBINIATH, TeM OoJiee,
YTO TOJITA ellle He COBCEeM Pa3olljiach, U He-
CKOJIBKO 0OOPOBBIXYXOJIEH C MHTEPECOM CMO-
TpeJii HA WCTEPUKY IKEHBI IIpeMbep-MHUHU-
crpa. Ho o ye IpUBBIK K TOMY, U4TO CyIIpyTa
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Prime Minister! Look at you — a one-time
¢ Minister! Go find a carriage!

Black Cat calmly explained to his
wife that true, he did not own a carriage;
moreover, he was strongly against this
philistinism in a free society. After all —
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=;X in case she remembered — even Winged %‘\48\—
%“ Lion and Governor Tiger could do without ’;}}\’
/\" a carriage as they did not find it appro- "/\
=;X priate for someone to carry your precious %—é}}
k"/\\ self (automobiles were not yet shipped to &\
7{0’ Animal Land). The carriages of govern- ?O:zﬁ
=€;>_% ment officials — according to the adminis- %\4}}
%\\ trative codes adopted by leprechauns and A
N goblins — were usually drawn by animals QA
_/)\\_, having committed a certain offence as that 4\_
_);? was their punishment. Although, Winged 2(_
% Lion proposed an amendment, according to é}‘:»
_/)‘\J which this kind of punishment could not u’(\
2> exceed two weeks. But thanks to the ef- (]
%ﬁ forts of leprechauns and goblins as Gover- 3}‘,
/;\" nors and of their numerous deputies and “/\
T)y> assistants, there were lots of those, who %/\*%}
k,:,/i\ volunteered to do the job for a meager sal- "):,x’
/\" ary. And that was their free choice, with \‘/\
=€;;g which Tsar could not do anything except (&/\43:
%\\ often saying how bad it was to ride in a X
7{0’ carriage. %:,ﬁ
=)X — They lived in a totally different K*(}
\2,\ world. And your new friends have another /‘{/
“"s'/ opinion! N
_)\\) — They are not my friends! — disa- u,(_
—\),n greed Black Cat. — Again and again disap- r\\(/—
<'~.:$ pointment hits me. And I am not riding in ‘:.:.

a carriage even if I become President!
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eMy JocTajiach IIpodieMHast, U OCTAETCS TOJIb-
KO cMupsaThesi. [[0aToMy KOT IIpoCTO IoTJIaIut
ee II0 TOJIOBE, CKa3aJ, YTOOBI OHA YCIIOKOMUJIACH
M IIIJIa ¢ HUM JOMOHM.

— Kaxoe untu! — Bosmyrunace Kenrasa
Komka. — PasBe ThI He BUOUIIE, UTO U3-3a Te-
0s1, HErOIsAsI, 1 JIWINWJIACH ITOCTETHUX CHJI, a
y TeOsI BeJb HET KapeThl Iaske celdac, Koraa
THI TpeMbep-MmuHucTp! Tose MHE — MUHHCTD-
omuomueska! Mmu kapery!

Yepusbrit KoT cmokoitHo 00BACHWI KeHe,
YTO KapeThl y HEro AeHCTBUTEIbHO HET, U OH
KaTeropuyeckyd MPOTUB JTOT0 MEIAHCTBA B
cBoOoOmHOM OOIIecTBe. B KOHIle-KOHIIOB, BeIb
ecsi oHa TIoMHUT, naxe Kpeinarterit Jles u ry-
O0epuarop Turp odoxomuiancs 0e3 Kapersl, CUMU-
Tast, 4YTO HEXOPOIIo, KOrJaa KTO-TO Tebs Be3eT
(MamuHL B 3BepJIaHIUIO ellle He 3aBeasin). B
KapeTsl, 10 aJMUHUCTPATUBHBIM KOJEKCaM,
MPUHATHIM JIEIPEKOHAMH U MoOJIMHAMMU, 00BIY-
HO 3aIpATaJi TeX 3Bepei, KOTOpble B UeM-TO
MIPOBUHUJINCH, U B KAYECTBE HAKA3AHUS JTOJIK-
HBI OBLJIM BO3UTH Ha cebe uMHOBHHUKOB. IIpas-
na, Kpourarteiit JleB Torma BHeC MOmpaBKy,
COTJIACHO KOTOPOM TaKoe HaKa3aHWe He MOr-
JI0O TIPEeBBINTATH IBYX Hemesb. Ho Osaromaps
cTapaHusIM T'yOepHATOPOB JIEITPEKOHOB W TO-
OJIMHOB M WX MHOTOYHUCJIEHHBIX 3aMeCTUTeJ e
¥ IIOMOIITHUKOB, HAXO0JUJI0Ch HEMAJIO TEX, KTO
OOPOBOJIBHO 3a CKPOMHYIO IIJIATY COTJIAIIaJI-
¢Sl Ha TO, 4TOOBI ero aampsAraju B Kapery. U
9TO OBLJ y3K€e UX CBOOOIHBIN BBIOOD, C KOTOPHIM
I[lapp HmuYero He MoOr mojesiaThb, KPOMe TOTO,
YTO BCErja FOBOPHUJ O TOM, UTO €3JIUTh Ha Ka-
peTe — IJIOXO.
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o — And how about now? How are you
» going to take me home? %0

— Let me think, — laughed Prime
Minister, who learned during the many
years of his married life to tell his wife’s
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A true being unwell from false. — Two op- u’(}\
[T)® tions to choose from. First — I will carry &
%“ you in my arms. I used to be able to do ’;}}\’
/\" it — long time ago, before our marriage. "/\
=;X But now — probably because of the bad life %-\48:
%‘\ Wl.th me — your weight has exceeded mine. /‘)}\’
/\’, Still, I am a cat but not an ant — this \0/\
=€;>g means I cannot lift a weight bigger than %\4}}
%\\ my own. Option two: I will go home and A
N get a hand cart, which I use for transport- QA
_/)\\_, ing fertilizers to our vegetable garden, and 4\_
_);: take you home in it. You choose. 2(_
0:&2 Yellow Cat knew that her husband é}‘:o
_/)‘\J could very well go and get the cart, in u’(\
w2 which he carried manure and peat. So &
%ﬁ she grumbled she was feeling better and z}:s‘,
/;\" dragged herself home hanging heavily on “/Z\
Ty> Black Cat, whom she all the way cursed ?-\/*(}
%‘\ and insulted in every known manner, while "}}\’
N he only chuckled. & ’\
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— Taxk oHU JKUJIU COBCEM B IPYTOM MUpE.
A BOT TBOM HOBBIE JPY3bs TAK HE CUUTAIOT!

— Jla xaxkwue oMM IPy3bs! — OTMAXHYJICS
Yepuwiii Kor. — { Bce Gosblte pazoyapoBhI-
Baioch B HuX. M s He Oymy e3guTh Ha Kapere,
ase eCcJIM CTaHy MPe3uIeHToM!

— A xax THI ceddyac OTBe3eIlb MeHS
TOMOM?

— Jlait, mogymato, — 3acMmesiyics IpeMbep-
MUHUCTP, KOTOPHIH 34 JOJITHE TOJIbl ceMeHOMU
SKU3HU MOT JIETKO OTJIMYUTH, I10-HACTOAIIEMY
IJIOXO €ero JKeHe WJIM Ke OHa HPHUIYPAETCT.
— BapwuanTos nBa. IlepBsiit — Hectu Tebs HaA
pykax. Korma-To, mo cBamb0BI, sT ele MOT 9TO
crmesiath. Ho ceifyac ThI, BUAWUMO OT CHUJIBHO
IJIOXOU JKU3HU CO MHOM, CTajia BECUTH 00JIb-
mnre, ueM . A g BeIb KOT, a He MypaBell, 3Ha-
YUT, T He MOTY IIOJHSATH 0OOJIbIIle CBOETO Beca.
Bropoit BapmaHT — g CXO0KY JOMOI 3a TeJie-
SKKOM, HA KOTOPOU BOKY yJA00peHUs Ha HaII
oropoz, u oTBe3y Tebs Ha Heill. Buioupaii.

Henras Komxa smama, 4ro ee My u
mpaB/ia BeIb MOKET CXOJUTH 3a TeJIeKKOH, Ha
KoTopoli Boamy HaBo3 u Topd. Ilosromy oma
HEJOBOJIBHO CKa3aJjia, 4TO eil yske Jydlie, U1
morIesiack oMo, mosucHyB Ha Yepuom Ko-
Te, KOTOPOT0 BCIO JIOPOTY HEYCTAHHO OCBIIajia
BCEBO3MOYKHBIMHU TIPOKJISATUAMU U OCKOPOJIE-
HUSIMU, a OH TOJIBKO ITOCMEUBAJICS.
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BLACK CAT
AND ANCIENT SERPENT

Ancient Serpent entered the confer-
ence room of the provisional government.
He felt that his former power was growing
in him with every minute — the one that
Winged Lion had deprived him of. The
surrounding leprechauns, goblins, drag-
ons, and theromorphs started sensing the
dread arising from their Lord.

— And so, where is this Black Cat?
— hissed Ancient Serpent. — I need to
understand what to expect of him as — if
I get this right — he represents the only
danger to us.

— We'll find him in no time, My Lord,
— said Leprechaun obligingly.

At once, a special messenger was sent
to the capital residence of Prime Minister.
It was quite a small house of two rooms;
in the yard there was a tiny vegetable gar-
den, where Cat liked to work when he had
some free time. Winged Lion presented it
to Black Cat ten years ago for Him and
Governor Tiger to have a place to stay dur-
ing their visits to the capital. This little
structure could in no way be compared to
the palaces housing the capital office of
other governors. However, they were all
located close by, so in no more than half an
hour Prime Minister, light on his feet, was
in the conference room of the provisional
government.
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YGPHAIH KOT
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BpeMEeHHOro mpasuresberBa. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI,
YTO ¢ KaskIOM MUHYTON BHOBL O0OpeTaer Ty CH-
sy, koropoit sumuit ero Kpsraarerit Jles. Oxpy-
SKABIIINE €T0 JIEITPEKOHBI, TOOJIUHBL, IPAKOHBI 1
3BEPOSIIEpPHl yike HAYaJIU OINYyIIaTh Ty KYTh,
KOTOPAast MCXOINJIA OT UX BJIAJIBIKH.

— Hy u re sxe Yepwusiit Kor? — npormrumest
JlpeBuuit ameit. — MHe HYKHO IIOHSTB, YTO OT
HEro OKUJIATh, IIOTOMY YTO, HACKOJIBKO S ITOHU-
Mamw, cefuac B HEM OJHOM CKPBITA yrpo3a JJIs
HAac.

— Ceituac MBI HaliIeM ero, BJIaablKa, — yc-
JIY$KJIUBO cka3ast Jlempexron.

Toruac mocaany HAPOYHOTO B CTOJUYHYIO
PE3UIEHIINIO IIPEeMbep-MUHUCTPA. IJTO OBLI CO-
BCEeM MAaJIEHBKHH J0M M3 JABYX KOMHAT C Ma-
JIEHBKHM OTOPOJIOM BO JIBOPE, B KOTOPOM KOT JIIO-
6wt opaboTaTh B cBOOOHOE Bpemsi. KpbriaTerit
Jle momapui ero Yepuomy Koty ermne mecars
JeT Hasaj, 4To0bl emy u rybepuaTopy Turpy
OBLIIO T/Ie OCTAHOBUTHCS, KOTA OHU MPUE3KAIIN
B CTOJIHILY. JTOT JIOM He IIleJI HA B KaKoe Cpas-
HEeHHMe C TeMHU JBOPIIAMHU, B KOTOPBIX pa3Merra-
JIUCH CTOJIMYHBIE IIPEICTABUTEIBCTBA JIPYTHUX
rybepuaropos. Ho TeppuropmaibHO BCce OHU
OBLIIM CTPYIIITUPOBAHBI B OJHOM MECTE, IT09TOM
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N — Glad to see you, — hissed Ancient
@ Serpent as he looked Black Cat straight <X
into the eyes intently. As usual, he was
trying to look inside the interlocutor to
see his thoughts and desires, and to settle
fear, hopelessness and despair in his soul.

I Y

~—1

[ s . )
—)X However, this time he failed — the cat was %‘\4(}‘
%“ closed for him with the protection granted ’;}}\’
Q : . O

/\ 2 by Winged Lion. \/ /\
=;X — Me too, — calmly said Prime Min- %-\48:

& 1ster. — Have you heard already that these &\
XK . OO
/\’, guys want to make you President? \0/\
=€;>% Ancient Serpent was a little taken %\4}}

R aback by the directness of Black Cat but he A
X  followed his down-to-earth tone of his. QA
— Yes, of course, I have. But you know \=

2258

it seems to me that during my imprisonment
in that jail for political offenders I have
been so much behind events — so what kind
of President can I make? You will probably
fit better: but for you, we all would have

2

<%

Q&2
NS

|| V

IO —9
2904

—

< R ’:&\9
/)\ continued to rust under Tsar’s pressure and S /Z\
=)X wouldn’t even think of democracy. ?—(ﬁ}
k,:,/i\ — Actually, no one was rusting except "):,x’
/\" for you — every one of them lived like a \‘/\
=€;;g bourgeois, — Black Cat (who took several (&/\43:
k"/j shot glasses of valerian before leaving his X

7{0’ home) waived his paw at the horror-stricken %:,ﬁ
=)X members of the provisional government. — K*(}
\2,\ My life was alright too, I just wanted some /\i/
‘*’5'/ changes, some fresh winds, you know... \f;’,,’
10\ — Oh I do promise them to you! So — R\
—\)’n do you want to be President? (\\(/_
NG — I will run as a candidate and then it ‘}:»
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will be up to the people to decide. I used to V:z;
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Jepes ImoIvaca CKOphIA Ha IOIbeM IIpeMbep-MU-
HHUCTP yske OBLI B 3aJie 3aceJaHtil BPEeMEHHOro
IPABUTEJILCTBA.

— Paj Teba Bumers, — IPUCTAJIBHO IJIS-
151 B ritasda Yepuomy Kory, mpomwumen Jlpesumit
3meri. Kax Bcerma oH HOmBITAJICS 3aryIgHYyThb
BHYTPb COOECeTHUKA, YTOOBI YBUIETH €r0 MBICJIH
¥ KeJIAHUS, IIOCEeJIUTh B ero JAylle cTpax, 0es-
HAOERHOCTh U oTyasgHue. Ho B aToT pas3 y Hero
HUYEro He II0JIYYHJIOCh — KOT OBLI IJIS Hero 3a-
KPBIT TOM 3aIIUTOM, KoTOpyoo emy maa Kpslia-
et Jles.

— BsanmMBHO, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETHJI IIpe-
Mbep-MUHHUCTP. — TBI yiKe CIIBIIIAJ, YTO 3TU TO-
BAPHIIU XOTAT BUIETDH TeOs IPe3UIeHTOM?

JlpeBHMI 3Meit HEMHOT0 pacTepsyICs OT He-
IOCPEICTBEHHOCTH KOTA, HO TYT K€ IepPeHsI Ta-
KO sKe IIPOCTEITKUM TOH.

— Jla, xoreuHo, casimaj. Ho Ter 3Haemb,
MHE KaKeTCs, YTO s TAK OTCTAJI OT KU3HU 34
TOIBI 3aTOYECHHS B 9TOM TIOPbME OIS IIOJIUTHAYE-
CKHX 3aKJIIOYEHHBIX, YTO KAKOM U3 MEHs IIPe3u-
nent? Haseproe, GoJibime momoIio 0sl n30paTh
Tebs. Benp ecan ObI He THI, TO MBI OBI BCEe TAK U
mpoasgbanu mox rHerom Llapsa u mymaTh He Mor-
JIN O IEeMOKPATHI.

— Boobie-To kpome Tebs HUKTO U He IIPO-
3510aJ1, OHH BOOOIIE JKUJIN, KaK OypIiKyH, — Max-
HyJI KOT, IIepel BBIXOJOM M3 JOMA BBIIMBIINNA
HECKOJIBKO PIOMOK BAJIEPbIHKM, B CTOPOHY 3a-
CTBIBIIIMX B ysKace YJIEHOB BPEMEHHOrO ITPaBH-
TeabcTBA. — MHE-TO BeOb TOMKe HEILJIOXO KH-
JIOCH, HO IPOCTO 3aXOTEJIOCH IIEPEMEH, CBEKUX
BeSHUM...

— O, ux g tede obemarw! Tax Te x0Uel s
OBITH IIPE3UIEHTOM?
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read somewhere that people have the kind

R N
\:‘? of power they deserve. %

— You read some wrong books, —
shrunk Ancient Serpent. — You'd rather
read something more true to life: on liberal
values and democratic rights...

— We have Hun Potz for it, as for me
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%“ — I only know about this from his retelling. ’;}}\’
/\" On hearing this, Ancient Serpent fairly "/\
=;X livened up. %—é}}
k"/\\ — Is it because of Hun Potz and his ¢\

7{” stories that you decided to turn upside down ?O:zﬁ
=€;,g the whole world where you used to live? %_\4%}
%\\ — Well, actually...I don’t know how it A

N happened this way. %/
_/)\\_, Ancient Serpent finally spotted some- 4\_
_);? thing in Black Cat’s heart to hook him on. :j ]
% — I see something in you... Did you re- é}‘:»
/{&J ally want me to make you a tiger? u’(}\
U/ Black Cat’s soul experienced minute- ©\fJ]
%ﬁ long turmoil; during this minute everybody z}:s‘,
/;\" in the room tensed up. It felt like in another “/\
=)X minute the whole room would explode. %/\*%}
k,:{i\ — Well, no, — finally said Black Cat. "}:,\
/\" — I asked Winged Lion for it but He said \‘/\
=%>-§ that only I could make myself a tiger and }_/\43:
\,‘: that I would not look like one. X

7{‘? Ancient Serpent realized during this ?‘:/‘
=)X minute that he would not be able to turn K*(}
\2,‘\ this very cat into a tiger. In spite of all his /‘{/
‘*‘:Q, unique abilities to do magic, he generally \f,:,,’
[[)Xs could not alter the quiddity of things. He gl
—\)’n could only make others believe that they r\\(/—
<'¢:$ saw the new image of the person in ques- ‘:.:.

tion that he had created so that the person
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— {1 BEIABUHY CBOIO KAHAUIATYPY, 4 TAM —
KaK HAapog perruT. f rme-To YnTaj, YTo Kask bl
HAPOJI UMEET Ty BJIACTh, KOTOPYIO 3aCJIysKHUBAET.

— Kaxwme-To He Te THI KHUI'M YMTaCIIb, —
cpesxmicsa Jpesuuit ameir. — Her Obr 4dT0-TO
JKU3HEHHOE: IIPO JIrOepasbHble IIeHHOCTHA U Jie-
MOKpaTHUYeCcKue mpasa...

— Oto y rHac Oyub [lor godutens Taxoe
YUTATh, 4 S PO OTH BEIIYW 3HAK TOJLKO B €r0
mepeckase.

3melit, YCJIBIIIIAB aTo, H3PSAIHO
pasBecesInICs.

— W us-3a paccrkasos Oyub Iloma te1 pe-
IIMJI IIePEeBEePHYTH BECh YCTOABIIHMICA MHP, B
KOTOPOM SKHLJI?

— Hy, Boob1e-To... Cam He 3HAI0, KAK 9TO
MOJIYYHJIOCE.

JlpeBHmMiT 3mell yBuIeJ, HAKOHEIl, YTO-
TO B JyIle KOT4, 3a YTO OH MOI' IOHIpPo0OBATH
3aIeUThHCA.

— { ugro-To Bu:ky B Tebe... Thi, mpasa, xo-
TeJI, YTOOBI s cIesall Te0ss TUrpom?

B nymre kora mpowusoria MUHyTHAS 00Pb-
0a, B TeueHMe 9TOM MHUHYTHI BCe B KOMHATE Ha-
MIPATINCH, Kak cTpyHa. Kasasoch, eme HeMHOTO
— U BCe B Hell B3OpPBETCA.

— Jla mer, — HakomHel ckasayl depHbIi
Kor. — { mpocuir 06 arom Kpsuraroro JIssa, HO
OH CKa3aJI, YTO TUI'POM S TOJILKO CaM MOTY cels
caenaTh, IIpUYeM BHEIIHE Ha TUTpa A He Oymy
TIOXOK.

JlpeBHMi1 3Meil B TeUeHME 9TOM MUHYTHI I10-
HSJI, YTO OH M He CMOT OBl IIPEBPATUTH KOHKPET-
HO aToro Kora B Turpa. Hecmorpst Ha Bce cBOM
VHUKaJIbHEBIE CIIOCOOHOCTH K Marwu, OH BOOOIIe
He MOTI' M3MEHSTH CYIIHOCTh Bemrei. OH Mor
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perceived himself as that final image. But
¢ even this was not possible in case of Winged <X
Lion’s protection. That is why Ancient Ser-
pent decided to make Black Cat a laughing
stock for everybody so no one could even
think later that he could bring salvation.

— You have made a tiger of yourself!
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%“ — pronounced Ancient Serpent. ’3}*’
/\" — How come? "/\
=;X — Of course you have: who of all cats %—é}}
%\\ could change the current regime and be- &\

7{” come the head of the provisional govern- ?O:zﬁ
=€;>_% ment? You sure are a tiger! But there is one %\4}}
%\\ little obstacle... A

"\ — What is it? %/
_/)\\_, — The thing is that according to the 4\_
_);: most-super-scientific tractate of academi- 2(_
% cian Hun Potz, in this case the word ‘tiger’ é}‘:»
_/)‘\J should be accompanied by ‘pygmy’. Do you u’(\_
_):’ agree to be entitled Black Pygmy Tiger? (]
%ﬁ — Well, I don’t know... Generally 3}‘,
/;\" speaking, I don’t object to it, — murmured ‘OIZ\
Ty> Black Cat condusedly. %—(ﬁ}
k{‘? — Perfect! Over here, we all are the "):,x’
/\" legitimate power and you are its Head. All \‘/\
=€;;g we need is to sign the act of the provisional (&/\43:
k"/j government. A

7{‘? — Well, let them prepare it, — said ?‘:/‘
=)X Prime Minister perplexedly. K*(}
\2, A — Everything is ready. Here is the act, {/
“"s'/ — theromorph Hun Potz gave him a roll of :;’,,*
Il )\\) toilet paper all covered with tiny little letters. u,( )\|
_\),n He managed to compose the act and to take it "\\(/_
MR down in some three minutes: so acute became ‘:»:»
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his abilities in the presence of his master. Vi}
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ceJIaTh TOJIBKO TaK, YTOOBI OKPYRAIOIINM Ka3a-
JIOCh, YTO OHU BHJAT TOTO, B KOTO UM OBLT KTO-
TO «IIpPeBpaIeH», YTOOBI CaM «IIPeBPATIEHHBIIN
BOCIIPMHUMAJI ce0si TeM, B KOTO ero «IIpeBpaTH-
. Ho crmesrats maske aTo ¢ TeM, y KOro ObLiIa
sammura Kpsuiaroro JIbBa, OBLIO HEBO3MOIKHO.
IlosTomy 3Mmeli perruir XoTst ObI BEICTABUTL dep-
woro Kora Ha Bceobiee mocmernuire, 4yToObl HA
y KOT'0 TIOTOM ¥ MBICJIA He BO3HUKJIO, UTO MMEH-
HO Yepe3 Hero MOKET IIPUJITHU CITACeHHe.

— Tak ToI y:ke cmesas cebs Turpom! —
BCayX ckaszatt JlpeBHnit ameii.

— Kax aro?

— KoHeuno: ¥T0 M3 KOTOB CMEHWJI CyIIe-
CTBYIOIIIUII PEsKWM, CTaJl TJIaBOM BPEMEeHHOTO
npasurenaberBa? Komeuno, Te1 Turp! Tosmsko BoT
€CTb OJTHO HO...

— Kaxoe xe?

— Jlesio B ToM, 9YTO B caMOM HaWHAyJIHEH-
meM m3 TpakraroB akamemuka Oyms [loma ro-
BOPHUTCS O TOM, YTO B 9TOM CJIydae HeoOXOIUMO K
CJIOBY «THUTP» T00ABJISATH «KapIuKOBbIH». Coria-
CeH JIM Thl UMEHOBATHCSA UepHBIM KAPJIUKOBBIM
TUTPOM?

— Iasxe He 3Hawo... I BooOIIE-TO He IIPO-
THB, — pacTepssHHo mpobopmorasr Yepunrir Kor.

— Tax u orsimuno! 3xech cobpana Bca Je-
TUTUMHAS BJIACTh, THI ee TJaBa. Bcero-to Hy -
HO, YTO ITOJIIIUCATE [OCTAHOBJIEHNE BPEMEHHOTO
IPaBUTEJIHCTBA.

— Hy, nycts roroBsiT, — pacrepssHHO CKa-
3aJI IpeMbep-MUHUCTP.

— Tax ysxe Bce roToBo. Bor mocraHose-
HUe, — IIPOTAHYJ eMy 3Beposriep Oyusb ot uc-
TIMCAHHBIN MEJIKMM IIOYEePKOM PYJIOH TyaJIeTHOMN
oymaru. OH ycIieJ COYMHUTH ITOCTAHOBJIEHUE U

I N

)

()00 499860990665, 90. 469,90 48999
N Q-”-" “ﬁ-" Q-“ 25 Q‘“-’, .‘II >




2 2?

— Why the toilet paper again? So silly,

\:, — said Black Cat discontentedly. ?:0‘\

0 | |~
e

— This is actually not toilet paper, this
is a kind of a scroll, — said Ancient Serpent
as his eyes were shining. He would probably
be roaring with laughter now in case he was
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=;X able to laugh. — It’s just that your imper-

%“ fect industry cannot manufacture scrolls so ’;}}\’
N : /)
/\' we have to use what looks like them. And ‘/\
=;X all important papers should be executed on %—é}}
k"/\\ scrolls — there is a direct instruction on &\
7{” that in another tractate of academician Hun ?O:zﬁ
=€;>_% Potz. Papers of little significance — like a %\4}}
%\\ decision on my amnesty — can be written on A
N plain paper but those truly important docu- QYA
_/)\\J ments like this or the electoral law... They 4\_
_);? will simply become invalid if written other- 2( ]
% wise than on scrolls! é}‘:»
_/)‘\J And Black Cat — persuaded by these u’(\_
_),n reasons — signed the act thus becoming “?_
%ﬁ Black Pygmy Tiger. @,s‘,
/;\' — You please write those tractates ‘/Z\
=)X that I mentioned or else this jerk will want %—(ﬁ}
k,:{i\ to check it, — said Ancient Serpent to the "}}\’
/\" theromorph some time after the door closed \‘/\
=%>-§ behind Black Pygmy Tiger. And he added }_/\43:
%\\ addressing all: X
7{‘? — Looks like our rule is coming for a ?‘:/‘
AN long time! K*(}
\2,‘\ And he eyes sparkled with malicious /‘{/
‘*‘:Q, exultation. :,:,,*
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3aImcaTh ero 3a KaKUX-TO TPU MUHYTBL TaK 000-
CTPSAJIACH €r0 CIOCOOHOCTH B IIPHUCYTCTBUH €r0
TOCIIOMHA.

— Ilouemy omsiTh HaA TyaseTHOU Oymare?
Yro 3a riymocThb? — HeOOBOJIBHO ckaszax dep-
me1i Kor.

— Oro me TyaserHas Oymara, aTO Kak
OBl CBUTOK, — IIO0JIECKMBAA TJIA3aMHU, CKA3A
Jpesunit 3meit. Ecam Ob1 0H yMesn cMesAThbCs,
TO ceituac xoxoras 0bl. — IIpocro Bamra mHeco-
BepIleHHAas IIPOMBINLJIEHHOCTh II0KA HE yMeeT
M3TOTABJIMBATh CBUTKH, II09TOMY IIPHXOIUTCS
HCIIOJIB30BAThL TO, UTO HA HUX IIOXOxKe. A Bce
Ba’KHEBIE JTOKYMEHTBI JOJISKHBI IIHCATHCSA TOJIBKO
HA CBUTKAX, 00 9TOM €CTh MHpPsMOe yKa3aHHe B
npyrom tpakrare akamemuka Oynab [loma. Ta-
KHe MAaJIOBAKHBIC ITOKYMEHTBI, KAaK pelleHue
0 MOEeM aMHHCTUM, MOYKHO IMCATh HA IIPOCTBIX
OyMaskKax, HO TaKKe BasKHbIE JOKYMEHTHI, KaK
9TOT WM BBIOOPHOE 3aKOHONATEJILCTBO... Jla
OHH IIPOCTO OYIyT HeOeHCTBUTEIbHBIMU, €CJIN
X He HAIIMCATH Ha CBUTKAaX!

N Yepusrit Kor, yOeskIeHHBIN oTUMH I0-
BOJIAMHU, IIOOIIKACAJI IIOCTAHOBJICHNE U CTATI dep-
HBIM KapJIMKOBLIM THUTPOM.

— Tpl Hanuiu HA BCAKUN Caydail aTuU
TPAKTATHI, IIPO KOTOPBIE S CKA3aJ, a TO BAPYT
9TOT IOypeHb IIPOBEPHUT, — CcKasaax JpesHuit
3Mel 3Bepodllepy yepes3 HEeKOTOpOoe BpeMs IIO-
cJIe TOro, Kak ABepb 3a UepHBIM KapIMKOBBIM
TUTPOM 3aKphLIach. M, odparascs ysxe Ko BceM,

nobaBUII:

— Tloxoske, 4uTO Halra BJIACTH HACTYIIAET
Ha10JIT0!

N B rmasax ero OJiecHyJsio 3JI00HOE
TOPIKECTBO.
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ELECTION

At first all Governors of Animal Land
provinces wanted Ancient Serpent to be
their candidate for President. But he in-
structed them to arrange for a competi-
tor — Black Pygmy Tiger, so three of them
must nominate one candidacy and two —
the other.

Election was a new matter for Animal
Land; the single copy of the electoral law
about how to hold it was written on a roll
of toilet paper, and nobody had ever seen
it since it was demonstrated to people in
the square. That explains why there was
no actual need to hold it, all the more so
— Ancient Serpent made it quite clear that
his legitimacy arouse of a totally different
source rather than the liking of the crowd.

However, to him the election had a lot
more significance than just a formal proof
of the public recognition of his power; he at-
tached some symbolic and mystical mean-
ing to it. Ancient Serpent wanted every
dweller of the country to make a voluntary
choice between him and his regime, and
what had been left of the former Animal
Land represented by Black Pygmy Tiger.
This was necessary for him to acquire the
power over life and consciousness of the
people to the full extent.

That is why before the election, a huge
information campaign was held. Every an-
imal-lander received a newspaper covering
the two candidates, who ran for presidency.
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HaYajga BCe TyO0epHATOPHI HTPOBUHITUN
‘3BepJIaHAUM XOTEJIM BHIABHUHYTL KaH-
OUIATOM Ha IIoCT IIpesumgenTa J[peBHero ames.
Ho ou cmenasn um ykasaHnwme, 4T0 y HEro J0JIKEH
OBITH KOHKYPEHT — UepHbI# KapJIUMKOBBIN TUTD,
IOTOMY TPOE HOJIFKHBI IIPEIJIOKUTD ONHY KaH-
OUIATYPY, a IBOE€ — BTOPYIO.

Briboper B 3BepiiaHauu ObLIN JIEJIOM HO-
BBIM, 3aKOHO/IATEJhCTBO O IIPABUJIAX UX IIPOBE-
JeHus OBLIIO0 HATIMCAHO B €IUHCTBEHHOM J9K3eM-
IUISpe Ha pyJIOHE TyaJIeTHON Oymaru, ¥ HHKTO
€ro He BHUJEJI C TeX IIOp, KAK OHO OBLIO IIpojie-
MOHCTPHUPOBAHO HApOAy Ha mromamau. [loaromy
B IIPUHIUIE WX BOOOIIE MOKHO OBIJIO He IIPOBO-
IUTh, TeM OoJiee, uro JpeBHMII 3Mel SICHO IaJt
OHATH, YTO €ro JIETUTUMHOCTDh HUCXOIUT COBCEM
M3 MHOI'0 MCTOYHMKA, YeM CUMIIATHUH TOJIIEL.

Ho my1s1 Hero BEIOOPHI MMEJIM HAMHOI'O 00JIb-
lee 3HAvYeHHe, YeM (PopMasIbHOE MOATBEPIKIe-
HIYe HAapOJHOI'0 MPU3HAHUS er0 BJIACTH, OH BKJIA-
IBIBAJI B HUX CHUMBOJIMYECKHM M MUCTHYECKHUM
CMBICJI. 3MEI0 XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI KAMKIBIN sKIUTEIb
CTpaHBbI TOOPOBOJIBHO CIIEJIAIT BEIOOP MEKTy HUM
U ero PesKUMOM U TeM, YTO OCTAJIOCH OT IIPesKHEeNR
3Bepsagauu B auile UepHOT0 KapJIUKOBOTO TH-
rpa. 910 OBLIO HEOOXOIMMO IJIS TOr0, YTOOBI OH
\‘.:. CMOT B IIOJTHOU Mepe IIOJIyYUTh BJIACTb HAJ KU3-

HBIO ¥ CO3HAHUEM I'DAKIAH.
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k\\ As many as three pages were allowed
\":? for Black Pygmy Tiger. The text was com-
/ piled by theromorph Hun Potz. If Prime
Minister chose to be exasperated by this
text, i.e. it was not for but against him, he
would need a lot of art to prove it. At the
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=;X same time, the text conveyed a message %‘\48‘
%“ that Black Pygmy Tiger brought to ruin all ’;}}\’
/\" those loving and trusting him. Without no- "/\
G3  ticing it, he betrayed Winged Lion, caused %4}}:
k"/\\ the death of Governor Tiger and was tortur- 4§
¥ ing his wife. He found it interesting t A
/\ ing his w e. He fo eresting to go ,\
=€;,g through various challenges and for the sake %_\4%}
%\\ of this interest he would be risking the fu- A
M  ture of the whole country in case he became QA
=/)\\_, President, while Ancient Serpent was the 4\=

);? guarantor of the former power’s succession :j
% and its heir. If somebody was missing the 3}‘:»
/g);; times of Winged Lion, he should make his ;/’(}\
W@ choice in favor of our current Prime Minis-  &\fJ]
%ﬁ ter. Doing this, one should realize that it z}:s‘,
/;\" was not going to be what it used to, and the “/\
=)X new name of Black Cat which he voluntar- %—(*%}
k{‘? ily accepted was another proof to that. "}:,x’
/\" As for Ancient Serpent, he was de- \‘/\
=%>-§ picted on the last page, and the comment }_/\43:
kr‘/j ran, “Aren’t you scared to be my enemy? A
7{0’ Think before you vote!” He put a huge load %:,ﬁ
UNs»  of magic into the picture and the words so  eAll
\)n that everyone felt alarmist fear on seeing (\(}/

/0\ /‘\
/% them. No one of those who saw the paper N
[[§5 — and the members of the provisional gov- e\
—\)’n ernment tried hard to make every animal- (\\(/_
<'~.:$ lander see it — had any doubts about whom ‘:.:.

to vote for.
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[TosTomy mepem BBIOOpamMu ObLIA IIPOBE-
neHa OoJibIiass WHQOPMAIIMOHHAS KaMIIAHUS.
Kasgmerit 3pepiamger] mosaydmsa Tas3ery, B KO-
TOPO# paccKasbIBaJIOCh O ABYX KaHIMJATaX HA
TIOCT TIPE3UIeHTA.

[Tpo YepHoro KapJimKkoBOro TUrpa OBLIO HA-
ITUCAHO TIeJIBIX TPU CTPAHUITEL. TeKCT coCTaBIISIT
apeposatiep @Oyun Ilom. Ecam 0b1 mpembep-mu-
HUCTP 3aX0TeJ] BOSMYTUTHCSI 9TUM TEKCTOM, UTO
OH HATIWCAH HE B €ro MOJIEPIKKY, 4 IIPOTUB HETO,
TO eMy IOTPeboBaIoCh OBl OTPOMHOE KMCKYCCTBO,
4TOOBI 9TO JOKA3aTh. M B TO ske BpeMs MaTepuast
IaBaJl TOHSATH, YTO UepHBIA KapJMKOBBIA TUTP
ryouT Bcex, KTO ero JirobuT u moepser emy. OH,
cam Toro He 3ameuas, peaan Kpsruiatoro JIbsa,
IoBeJI [0 cMepTu TybepHartopa Turpa, mydaer
CBOIO JKeHy. KMy KaskeTcss WHTEpeCcHBIM IIO[I-
BEPraThCsl PA3HBIM HCIBITAHUSAM, U PAIHA 9TOTO
WHTepeca, CTaB MPe3uIeHTOM, OH OyIeT CIIOKOM-
HO PHUCKOBATH CyAb00# Beeit crpansl. Ho B To sxe
Bpemss YepHBIH KAPJIWKOBBIA THUTP — TapaHT
IIPEeMCTBEHHOCTH TIPesKHelN BJIACTH, ee HaCJIel-
auk. Ecam ®To-TO TockyeT 1o Bpemenam Kpwr-
snartoro JIbBa, To OH IOJMKEH JeiaTh CBOM BBHIOOD
B II0JIb3Y HBIHEIIHEro mpembep-muHucrpa. Om-
HAKO TIPU 9TOM HEOOXOIMMO ITOHUMATh, UYTO ITO
Oyzer coBceM He TO, YTO OBLJIO, O YeM CBHIETEJIb-
CTByeT U HOBOe uMs ObiBirero Yepuoro Kora, mo-
OPOBOJIBHO MM BOCITPUHSTOE.

A JlpeBHnii ameii ObLI M300paskeH HA IIO-
cJIeTHeN CTpaHuIle ¢ Haamuchio: « sl He OOUIITD-
¢ cratb MouM Bparom? Ilogymaii, mpesxme uem
rosiocoBaTh». B ot m3obpaskenne u HAOIUCH OH
BJIOYKHWJI OTPOMHBIN MarudeckKuil 3apsan, Tak 4To
KaskJIbI¥, YBUJEB ero, UCHBITHIBAJI ITAHUYECKUN
crpax. Hu y xoro, KTo BHmes raseTy — a 4IeHBI

Y2
‘3:22&&22&?3:22&{‘322 22)
S “ﬁ-" Q-“ 25 Q‘“-’, K=




2 2?

&

Black Pygmy Tiger was a symbol of in-
¢ stability and lack of understanding what
he actually needed, he was ready to sacri-
fice his dearest and nearest for the sake of
some ideas, which he did not quite compre-
hend himself. What good could he bring?
Even if he could, would he protect those
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%“ supporting him against the anger of An- "}}\’
/\" cient Serpent? "/\
=;X As a result, Black Pygmy Tiger had %-\48:
k"/\\ only two votes in his favor — his own as he ¢\
7~:” totally lacked fear due to the Winged Lion’s ?‘:’K
=€;>g protection and Yellow Cat’s, who did not %\4}}
%\\ read newspapers on principle thus avoiding 8

X& the epidemics of the dread relayed through

R
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them. And Ancient Serpent forbade forc-
ing her to read the newspaper — by fear or

2
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J) pressure — like it was done to many other 0}‘:»
/{&J people of the country. ;/’(3\_
U/ — If his wife turned away from him, it N
%ﬁ would be definitely good for my plans. But z}:s‘,
/;\" what if she chose her husband even in this “/Z\
Ty> case? — He asked his advisors. — Have you ?—(ﬁ}
k,:,/i\ thought what could happen then? She — "):,x’
/\" who always lived for her whimsies and ma- \‘/\
=%>-§ terial desires — would fight her fear for the }_/\43:
2 sake of her husband? Meanwhile, the cur- g
\":: rent state of things is even funny: he wants ’:’i'
!)X to continue wearing his wig and camisole K*(}
\2, y and she still hopes to get wealth and glory. 4 {/
“"s'/ Ancient Serpent was elected President :;’,,*
[[{5 of Animal Land and the results of the elec- <\
—\)’n tion made him very happy. To strengthen r\\(/—
<'~.:$ his triumph, he called for Black Pygmy Ti- ‘:.:.

ger and in the presence of all members of a
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BPEMEHHOTO IIPAaBUTEJILCTBA MOCTAPAJINCH, UTO-
OBI ee YBUIEJ KaMKIbIN JKUTEIb 3BEePJIaHIuN —
He BO3HHUKJIO COMHEHUM, 3a KOI'0 I'0JI0COBATH.

YepHBIN KAPJIUKOBBIA TUTP — CHMBOJI He-
CTaOMIILHOCTH ¥ HENOHWUMAHWS, YTO, B CyIII-
HOCTH, €My CaMOMY HYJKHO, OH TOTOB 3KepPTBO-
BATHb CAMBIMU OJIM3KUMH Pagy KaKUX-TO HJIEH,
B KOTOPBHIX caM He pasobpaJsica. YTo Xopoimero
oH moxker mpuHectu? Jla ecam 01 U Mor, pas3Be
OH 3AIUTHUT TeX, KTO IOJJIePsKUT ero, OT THeBa
JlpeBuero ames?

B wumrore 3a YepHOro KapJIMKOBOIO THUTPAa
IIPOTOJIOCOBAJIM JIWIITh JBOE 3BEPJIAH[IEB — OH
caM, IIOTOMY 4TO M3-3a 3anmuTel Kpsraaroro JIbea
y HEro IMOJIHOCTBIO OTCYTCTBOBAJIO UYBCTBO CTpa-
xa, u HKearas Komika, KoTopas IpUHIIMINAILHO
He YyuTaja Tas3eT, W II03TOMY He CTajia KepPTBOM
repeaBaeMoi Yepe3 Hee JIMUIeMUH KyTH. A 3a-
CTABUTH €€ HACUJIBHO MJI XUTPOCTHIO IPOYUTATD
rasery, Kak aTo OBLJIO CAeJIAHO0 CO MHOTUMU IPYTH-
MU SKUTEJISIMU CTPAHBI, 3arpeTut JlpeBHu 3Mei.

— Ecim 6B 0T Hero oTBepHyJIACh Iaske
JKEeHAa, 9T0, KOHEYHO, OBLI0 OBl HEILJIOXO IJISA MO-
¥MX IUIAHOB. A BIPYT OHA W B 9TOM CJIydae BbI-
Oeper Myska? — CIIPOCHJI OH COBETYHUKOB. — BBl
momymaJsiu, uro ciayumresa Torga? Oma, Bcerma
SKUBINAS JIAIID IIPUXOTIMHU YU MaTePUAbHBIMEA
SKeJIAHUSAMU, IO0eIUT CBOM CTpax pagd My»ka?
Kaxyo cuny mocie Takoi mepemensl B JKesrroi
Komxke o mmomyunr uepes Hee? A Tak T0, YTO OHU
IIPOroJIOCOBAJIM UMEHHO TAKUM 00pas3oM, IIPOCTO
3a0aBHO: eMy X0UYeTCs IO-IIPeskKHeMy HOCHUTH IIa-
PHK ¥ KaM30JI, 4 y Hee ellle TJICIT Ha eskIbl Ha
0oraTCTBO U CJIABY.

WNsbpaHublii  IpesugeHTOM — 3BepJiaH-
muu  JlpeBHmit 3mel ObLI OYeHB JOBOJIEH
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newly formed government thanked him for
not only releasing him from prison but also
for the opportunity of taking part in a prac-
tically fair election. And though there was
three times as much campaigning for Black
Pygmy Tiger, the people still made their
choice like this and nothing else. Ancient
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%“ Serpent would like his electoral competi- ’;}}\’
/\" tor to be among the members of his govern- "/\
=;X ment but as he had not hoped to win so he %—é}}
& had promised all the government positions &\
7~:” to those, who had supported him. The only ?‘:’K
=€;,g position to offer was the one of Minister of %_\4%}
¥s  Public Toilets Supervision but they were to 4§
4% . .
X be discontinued soon....
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— Then this entire country will turn
one public toilet, and its Minister will have
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J) enormous power, — taunted Black Pygmy
=/€);J Tiger. u*(}
)R — What a clever one you are! — ex- &\
%ﬁ claimed Ancient Serpent. — What wonder- z}:s‘,
/;\" ful advice: to treat the whole country as a “/Z\
=)X public toilet! Even I couldn’t think of it! So %—(ﬁ}
k,:{i\ it’s settled: you are appointed a presiden- "}:,\’
/\" tial counselor. With this advice, you have \‘/\
=%>-§ earned your salary for the first two years }_/\43:
k"/j — you are granted a two-year leave, during X
7{0’ which you and your wife will not lack any- %:,ﬁ
=)X thing. And then we will see... K*(}
\2,\ And the look of President became so /\i/
‘g: wolfish that one could understand: in two 0:’,,*
NS -y . &
[[{\5 years’ time, Black Pygmy Tiger should ex- A\
_\),’“ pect nothing good. ‘-\\(/
<'¢:‘ ‘:»:»
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pesyJbraTaMu BEIOOPOB. UTOOBI YKPEIUTH CBOM
TpuyMd@, OH BBI3BAJI YepHOro KapJIUKOBOTO TH-
rpa U IIPU BCEX YIEHAX BHOBh CDOPMHUPOBAHHOTO
MIPaBUTEJILCTBA IT00JIATOIaPHUJI €r0 34 TO, YTO OH
He TOJIBKO 0CBOOOIMJI €r0 M3 TIOPbMBI JIJIsI TTOJIH-
THYECKUX 3aKJIFOUYEHHBIX, HO U JaJT BO3MOYKHOCTD
y4aCcTBOBATH B MPAKTHYECKH YECTHBIX BBIOOPAX.
N xorst armwranuu B 10163y UepHOT0 KapJIUKO-
BOTO TUTpa OBLITIO B TPU pasa 0oJiblile, HAPOJ BCe
sKe cliesiall MMEeHHO TAKOM BBIOOD, KaKOH cuesall.
JlpeBHuit 3Mmeit X0TeJ1 ObI, YTOOBI €10 KOHKYPEHT
Ha BBIOOpax OBLI B YHCJIE YJIEHOB €ro IpaBU-
TEJbCTBA, HO OH BEJIb HE JyMaJl, YTO BHIUTPAET
BBIOOPHI, TTOITOMY O0EIIAJ BCe MeCTa B HEM TeM,
KTO ero mojiep:kuBas. EquHCTBEHHBIN TTOCT, KO-
TOPBIM MOYKHO IIPEIJIOMKNATE — JOJIMKHOCTh MU-
HUCTpA 0 HAJA30py 3a OOIEeCTBeHHBIMU TyaJie-
TaM¥, HO UX INIAHUPYETCS BCKOPE YIIPA3IHUTb. ..

— Torma Best crpana mpeBpaTUTCS B 00IIE-
CTBEHHBINM TyaJleT, U ero MUHHUCTD OyJeT MMeTb
GOJIBIITYIO BJIACTD, — ChA3BUI UepHBIN KapJIMKO-

BBII TUTD.
— Jla T8I IpocTO yMHUIIA! — BOCKJIUKHYJT
Jlpepumit 3meit. — Kawoit m3ymuTes LHBIN CO-

BET: PACCMaTPUBATD BCIO CTPAHY KaK OJUH 001I1e-
cTBeHHBIN Tyaster! Jlaske MHe 9TO He TPUXOTUIIO
B rosioBy! Permreno: ThI Ha3HAYAENIBCS COBET-
HUKOM IIpe3ujeHTa. [[ppyeM aTUM COBETOM TBI
OIpaBIaJI CBOI 3apIJIAaTy B TeUeHUE ABYX IIep-
BBIX JIeT — Te0e IIpeI0CTaBIISIEeTCS OTIIYCK Ha TBA
roa, BO BpeMs KOTOPHIX THI U TBOSA KeHa HU B
JeM He Oyjere HYKIaThCA. A TaM IOCMOTPHM...

N Barmsg mpesumeHTa CTAJ HACTOJIBKO
XUIHBIM, YTO MOYKHO OBLIO ObI TIOHATH, YTO HU-
Yero XOpoIIero yepes JBa roga depHoro KapJiu-
KOBOTO TUTPA OKUIATH He OyIeT.
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WHAT ANCIENT SERPENT
DID TO ANIMAL LAND
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2D Soon after the election, the country &
\’/ . Py \‘/

/)‘ started to experience changes. It’s not that u’(\

T they occurred overnight. Every single day &

4
"t,)'
|| V

2

something happened and caused a radical
change in this used-to-be beautiful country.
Native animal-landers had to get

used to a totally different life. Before, they 4\
7 \ knew there was Tsar, who cared for them to ?O:zﬁ
=€5J have food and drinks, clothing and accom- %}:
)78 . . . (|
R modation, and all the misunderstandings 2
X and quarrels were settled by Him without

R
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formal judicature. There were few police
officers, who basically did the paperwork
for those coming from other countries; oc-
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N\, casionally, they had to interfere and deal Ny
),n with people’s conflicts but this was rare. “?
% Criminal.ity was hardl‘y kno.wn; the big- /;f,s:,
/)\' gest accident was a little fight between ‘/(\
Ty® two intoxicated companions. While under &g
k’,/j Winged Lion, Animal Land did not know 4\

& .
WY any theft, robbery, murder, or raping.
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Now, nobody cared if the talking ani-
mals were fed or dying of hunger. The
former small pay for accommodation was
raised little by little but on a regular ba-
sis — every two months — and in a year’s

SIS

2

%

&9,
NS

I Vv

AT
284

I~
—=

—

)

W
3:0 time it became quite substantial. In a year <X}
N\% - \/
and a half nearly none of common citizens R\
QYW1

could afford new clothing. Then appeared
a whole lot of police officers, prosecutors,
and judges. We need to say that they were
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9TO GAGAAd
GO 3RGPAANAHSH
APSRHHA 3MGH

CKOpe IIocjie BHIOOPOB B CTpaHe Ha-
Jajuch mepeMeHbl. He To uToOBI OHU IIPOM3OIII-
JI¥ B OJMH JeHb. Ho KasKIbIN IeHb POMCXOINIIO
YTO-TO, N3MEHSIBIIEE JI0 HEY3HABAEMOCTH HEKOTIa
[IPEKPACHYIO CTPAHY.

KopeHHBIM 3BepIaHaIiaM IPUIILIOCH IIPUBEI-
KaTh K COBEPIIEHHO HOBOW KHU3HU. PaHbINe OHM
3HasH, 4To ecTh [laphb, KOTOPHIH 3a60THUTCS O TOM,
YTOOBI UM OBLJIO UTO €CTh U IIUTh, BO UTO 0JEBATHCS
U I'JIe %KUTh, 4 BCe BOSHUKAIOIINE MEKIY HUMH He-
JIOpa3yMeHUs U CCOPBI Pa3penIaanch UM II0 CIIpa-
BeIJIMBOCTH 0e3 hOpMABHOTO CYI0IIPON3BOICTBA.
ITonumeiicknx OBLJIO OUEHDL MAJIO, OHM B OCHOBHOM
0(POPMIISIIN TOKYMEHTHI IIPUEXABIITUM U3 IPYTUX
CTpaH; MHOTJA WM IIPUXOINJIOCH BMEIITHUBATHCS B
KOH(JIMKTEI TPaMkIaH, HO 9TO OBLIO OYeHBb PEIKO.
[TpecrymuocTy mouTy He OBLIO; CAMBIM KPYIIHBEIM
IIPOMCIIIECTBMEM MOIJIA CTATh HeOOJbIIAs II0Ta-
COBKA MESKJy TIOJBBIMUBINNMHA TpHUATEIMEu. Ho
HU Kpask, HU rpabeskeil, Hu TeM OoJiee yOWICTB
WJIM U3HACUJIOBAHUM 3BepJIaH/Iusl, HAX0/sCh 10T
Biacteio Kpsuiaroro JIsBa, He 3uaa.

Tenepp e HMKOMY He CTAJIO [Iejia 0 TOro,
CBITHI TOBOPSIIIIAE 3BEPU WJIU YMHUPAIOT C TOJIOMY.
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k\\ doing their jobs: criminality did not only
‘:‘:? appear in Animal Land but flourished due
/ to massive immigration from Goblinland,
Leprechaunia, and Beastland. On the out-
side, Ancient Serpent did not approve of it:
vice versa — during his first year of pres-
idency, he built over ten prisons. To tell
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%“ the truth, those were filled mainly with ’;}}\’
/\" miserable talking animals having stolen "/\
=;X — because of hunger — some food from a %—é}}
& store opened by a non-resident leprechaun &\
N, 1 hav; d . h L
/\, or troll, or having stopped paying the rent. \/\
LN Before, animal-landers were very vir- @Al
e . . . &
R tuous. But according to the instruction of A
‘::q? President, Minister Hun Potz started tele- fof,’
=/)\J vision in the country. He took special care %\=
);? to promote a TV project called The Hole. :j
¢:":’ Its idea was to bring ten and a half abso- 3}‘:»
N lutely immoral animals of all breeds from /
LN ’ e ALl
):’ Goblinland and Beastland that were los- “\\(_
%ﬁ ing their ability to speak and were turning @,s‘,
/;\' into dumb animals. They were provided ‘/Z\
=)X with luxurious accommodation, free food, cL-/\*(=
k,:,/i\ and their only task was to copulate, and "):,x’
/\" the more incompatible the breeds were the \‘/\
=%>-§ happier Hun Potz became. All this beastli- }_/\43:
&y ness was videorecorded around the clock X
7{0’ and the broadcast of the ugliest moments %:,ﬁ
=)X was country-wide. And it was presented in K*( ||
\2, A such a way: love can cross the intraspecies 4 {/
“"s'/ borders and if, for example, an ox and a \f;‘,,’
[ mouse fell in love with each other, they o\
—\)’n should surrender to their feelings and r\\(/—
<'¢:$ avold all taboos and it did not matter if ‘}:»

the mouse died because of it...
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BriBiyo cuMBoIMUeCKON ILIATY 3a JKUJIbe Ha-
YaJgy TOJHWUMATH IOHEMHOIY, HO KasKIble JIBa
Mecslia, ¥ y:Ke 4epes roj OHA CTajia OLLyTHMOIM.
Yepes mosrropa roma MOYTH HUKTO M3 OOBIYHBIX
SKUTeJIel CTpaHbl He MOT cebe T03BOJIUTD KYIIUTh
HOBYIO OJIEKTy. 3aTO IOSBUJIACH MAacca TOJIUIIeH-
CKHUX, IIPOKYPOpoB u cyxei. VI HysKHO ckasaTh,
YTO OHHU He 3PS eJIU CBOM XJied: IPeCcTYIIHOCTL B
3Bepaannum Oaromaps Macce SMHUTPAHTOB W3
Fobmummanmuu, Jlenpexonnn, CroTocTpaHuu He
IIPOCTO ITOSIBMJIACK, 4 PACI[BEJIA IIBIIITHBIM I[BETOM.
A JlpeBHuit 3mMeii BHEIIHE ee He 0700psii: Hao0o-
POT, B TIEPBHIN K€ T'0J CBOETO IIPE3UEHTCTBA OH
TIOCTPOMT B cTpaHe OoJiee mecsitu Tiopem. [lpaena,
HATOJIHAJIN WX B OCHOBHOM HECYACTHBIE I'OBOPSI-
e 3BepH, KOTOpbhle HM3-3a OJIoJa YKpaJd Ka-
KyI-HUOYIb €y B JIaBKe, OTKPBITOM IIPHE3KIM
JIETIPEKOHOM WJIM TPOJLJIIEM, a TO W IIPOCTO JOJITO
He IJIATUBIIINE 34 YKIJIbE.

Pamee 3Bepsanmier ObLIM OYEHDB IIEJIOMY-
nperubl. Ho muauctp @Oyus [lorr mo mopyduenuio
Mpe3uieHTa OPraHM30BaJI B CTpaHe paboTy Tesie-
Bugenusa. OcobeHHO OH IpUIAaBaJ 3HAYEHUEe pac-
KPYyYMBAHMIO TeJIempoeKTa 1mon HaszBanumem «Ho-
pa». CyTb ero 6112 B TOM, uTo 13 ['00IuHIaEIAT
u CKoTOCTpaHWM TIPUBE3JIM IIOJITOPA JECATKA
IMOJIHOCTBI0 AMOPAJILHBIX 3BEpPEH PasHBIX IIOPOJI,
yiKe yTPauMBAIOIIUX CIIOCOOHOCTH TOBOPUTD U TIpe-
BpAIIABIINXCS B 0ECCIIOBECHBIX KMBOTHBIX. Ho mx
TIOCEJIMJI B POCKOIITHEHIIIeM KUJIbe, OeCIJIaTHO
KOPMILJIH, a UX 3a7adveil OBLJIO IIPOCTO CIIapUBATH-
¢S IPYT € APYTOM, IIpUUIeM ueM GoJree BUIABI 3Bepeit
He TIOAXOAUJIA JPYT K JIPYTY, TeM OOJIbIe pajio-
Basica Oyub ITom. Bee aTo 6esobpasme xpyriiocy-
TOYHO CHHMAJIOCh HA BHIEOKAMEpPHI, U HamboJiee
aMopaJIbHbIe MOMEHTEI TPAHCIUPOBAJIUCH HA BCIO
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2 Animal Land never knew prostitu- A
. .« . NN
7:‘:? tion. And now by promising posh and care- 0:0

free life pander-goblins ensnared beauti-
ful cats and foxes into most scary brothels
of Goblinland where those miserable crea-
tures died in half a year on the average;
and death was an escape compared to the
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%“ nightmare they had to go through. /‘):s"
/\" Besides, after two years of this kind "/\
=;X of life accompanied by a constant TV prop- %—é}}
k"/\\ aganda, many young females of Animal &\
7{0’ Land refused to have children — some be- ?O:zﬁ
=€;’g cause they did not want to doom them to %_\4%}

R suffering, others — because they did not 4

& want any obstacles on their way to high

R
R
==
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life. Ancient Serpent and his government
encouraged this in every way: steriliza-

2

eSS

| |\‘
302

% tion was free of charge plus those doing ?:oio
_/)‘\J it got some quite definite and substantial u’(\
_),n privileges. As academician Hun Potz used (]
%ﬁ to say in private, his goal was to downsize 3}‘,
/;\" the former animal-landers to no more than “/\
=)X 30% within thirty years’ time. %/\*%}
k,:{i\ Under Winged Lion, very few of ani- "}:,\’
/\" mal-landers consumed alcohol or smoked. \‘/\
=€;;g Of course, there were exceptions to the (&/\43:
%\\ rule — like a cat named Foolish Animal — X

7{0’ but they were scarce. According to the or- %:,ﬁ
=)X der of Ancient Serpent, alcohol, nicotine, K*(}
\2,\ and cocaine were announced social goods, /\i/
x«é whose prices were regulated by the govern- :;0,,*
[[{5 ment so they were easily accessible. Along <\
—\)’n with that, the native animal-landers, who (\\(/_
<'¢:$ developed some kind of addiction, were ‘:o,\

made a laughing stock in order to instill
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CTpaHy. A IPEoIHOCUIOCHh 9TO TAK, YTO JIIOOOBb
IUpe MeKBUIOBHIX TPAHUIL, W €CJIU, HAIIPHUMeED,
OBIK ¥ MBIIIb IIOJIIOOMIIN IPYT APYra, TO OHHU JTOJIK-
HBI OT/IATHCS CBOEMY UYBCTBY, CMETasl BCe 3alpe-
THI, ¥ HEBAYKHO, €CJI MBIIIb YMPET IIPH 9TOM...

3BepiaHausa HUKOTJA He 3Hajia O MPOCTHU-
Tynmu. A ceiuac roOJIMHBI-CYTEeHEpPH 3aMaHUBA-
JIM KPACUBBIX KOIIEUEK W JINCHYEK OOeIaHMsIMKI
MIUKAPHON 0e33a00THOM MKU3HNU B CAMble CTpAII-
Hele Oopmenn ['oOMMHIAHIWU, TOe 9TH HeCYacT-
HBIE YMUPAJIH B CPeIHEM UYepe3 I0JIroaa, HO ca-
Ma cMepTh ObLIa M30aBJIEHHEM II0 CPABHEHUIO C
TEM KOIIIMApPOM, KOTOPBIA MM IIPUXOUJIOCH TAM
TTePEsKUTD.

Kpome Toro, uepes nBa roga Takod JKU3HH,
COIIPOBOMKIABINEHCA TIOCTOSHHOM TeJIemporaraH-
JIO#, OYeHb MHOTO MOJIOJIBIX 3BepJIAHIOK He XO-
Tesn OOJIBIIIE POKATH JleTed, HEeKOTOphle W3-3a
TOro, 4To0BI He 00peKaTh UX Ha CTpaJaHue, a He-
KOTOPBIE — YTOOBI OHM He MeIIau UX KPACHUBOMN
skvsau. VI mpaswurenberBo JlpeBHEro 3mest Bes-
YECKM 9TO MPUBETCTBOBAJIO: CTEPUJIN3AIINS ObLIa
He TIPOCTO OECIIJIATHOM, HO MIPOIIE/IINNe Yepes aTy
OITEePALTUIO TI0JIYy YA OIIPeIeIeHHBIE U BIIOJIHE CY-
IIIeCTBeHHbIE JILIOTH. Kak roBopu B y3KoM KpyTy
axagemuk Oyus [oi, ero sagaua — uTobbI Yepes
TPHAIATH JIET OT MIPEKHUX 3BEPJIAHIIEB 0CTATIOCH
He 0oJiee TPUIAIIATH IPOLIEHTOB.

[Tpu Kpsutatom JIbBe Maisio xTo ma3 3Bep-
JIQHJIIIEB BBITMBAJI WM KypWJI. BeiBasm, KoHeu-
HO, UCKJTIOUEHUSA, Takue, Kak KoT Oy IHumalt, Ho
¥X OBLIM eIUHUITEL. A 10 IPUKA3y IPABUTEILCTBA
JlpeBHEro 3Mes aJIKOr0JIb, HUKOTHH W KOKAWH OBI-
JI¥ OO'BSIBJIEHEI COIMAJIBHEIME TOBAPAMU, IIeHBI HA
KOTOPBIE PETyJIUPYIOTCS MPaBUTEIBCTBOM U KOTO-
pble JOJKHEL OBITH 00IemocTymabl. Ho mpu atom
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inadequacy in the people living in Animal
» Land. TV would over and over again show <X
a video clip, in which Foolish Animal hav-
ing no money even for cheapest cigarettes
took a piece of his own dry scat in his mouth
and swore that at least the taste of it was
practically the same as his usual tobacco

~—1
L\
.14,:/,

| V

N
)/‘)
%“ brand. After this, he received a year-long ’;}}\’
/\" coupon for free booze and smoke, and he "/\
=;X appeared on TV declaring that at last he %—é}}
2> got a wonderful life. 2N
"&t . . OV
/\t Ancient Serpent also saw to it that a \0/\
=€;>_% civil society formed in Animal Land. The %\4}}
%\\ term had the following meaning. Besides A
X& the branchy network of state-run uni- A
formed services, there appeared as large \=

2258

and branchy network of non-government
power services with armed soldiers and
even units to use in case of redistribution
of property or spheres of influence. Accord-
ing to academician theromorph Hun Potz,
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/)\ this proved the high level of culture and ‘/Z\
=)X public spirit of new animal-landers, who cL-/\*(=
k,:,/i\ were able to solve most complicated issued "}:,x’
/\" without the interference of the state. Ac- \‘/\
=%>-§ companying victims were considered just }_/\43:
N outgivings unavoidable in such a vague X
7{0’ project as building a new world of freedom %:,ﬁ
INs and flourishing. %}_
TR . (T
\/\ By the end of the third year of An- /\/
‘\\’: cient Serpent’s rule, it seemed that Ani- 0:’,,*
NO . \/
[[{\s mal Land would soon perish and the days
_\),n were numbered. "\\(/_
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KOPEHHBIE 3BePJIaH/IIIbI, ITOMAaBIINe B KAKYI0-JI100
3aBUCHMOCTD, BCSTYECKH ITPOCMEUBAJINCH, UTOOBI
BCEJIUTh B HACEJISIBIINM 3BepJIaHINI0 HAPOJ UyB-
CTBO COOCTBEHHOM HEIOJIHOIeHHOCTH. [1o TemeBn-
JIEHWI0 MHOTOKPATHO TPAHCIMPOBAJICA CIOMKET, B
rotopoM KoT Dyir OHMUMAII, ¥ KOTOPOTO He XBATHIIO
JIeHeT Jake Ha caMble JelleBble CUTapeThl, CXBa-
THJI B POT KYCOK CBOMX 3ACOXIIHUX dKCKPEMEHTOB
u Geray ¢ HAM, yBepss, 4TO, 10 KpailHe#l Mmepe,
HA BKYC 9TO IMPAKTUYECKH TO K€ CAMOe, UTO M €ro
o0braHOe Kypeso. [locite aToro TesieBuIeHYE BHIIA-
JIO eMy TOIWYHBIN KYIIOH HA 0eCIJIaTHBIE BLIIIUB-
Ky ¥ CUTapeThl, ¥ OH II0 TeJIEBU30PY 3asIBUJI, UTO
HAKOHEII-TO Y HeTro HACTaJIa UyeCHAs KU3Hb.

JpeBHul 3Mell IpuaaBajl Takske O00JIbIIOE
3HAYEHHWe TOMY, YTOOBI B 3BepJIAHIWHU CHOPMHU-
POBAJIOCH TPAMKIAHCKOE O0LIeCTBO. A CMBICT B
9TOT TEPMWH BRJIQIBIBAJICA cireaytormuii. [Tommumo
PA3BETBIIEHHON CETH TOCYIAPCTBEHHBIX CHJIOBBIX
CTPYKTYP, BOSHHUKJIA TAKas Ke Pa3BeTBJIEHHAS
CeTh HEroCyJapCTBEHHBIX OPTraHU3AIMH, HMEIo-
IAX B CBOEM PACIIOPSKEHUN OT/IeJIBHBIX BOOPY-
SKEHHBIX COJIAT, 4 WHOTJA W IiesIbie (popMHpoBa-
HUs, KOTOpble WCIOJIb30BAJIUCh IIPU IIepejierie
co0cTBeHHOCTH, chep Bansaaud. Kax rosopuir aka-
nemur 3Beposiiep Oyun Ilor, arto mokxaswsiBaer
BBICOKMH YPOBEHb KYJBTYPHl W TPakIaHCTBEH-
HOCTH HOBBIX 3BEpJIAH[IEB, KOTOpble 6e3 BMe-
IIATeIbCTBA TOCYJaPCTBA PEIIAT IOPOM camble
CJI0sKHBIE BOIPOCHL. JKepTBhHI, KOTOpBEIE 9TOMY CO-
IyTCTBYIOT — IIPOCTO H3JIEPIKKHU, Hem30eKHbIe B
TAKOM BaKHOM IIPOEKTe, KAK CTPOUTEIHCTBO HOBO-
T'0 MHpPa CBOOOIBI U IIPOITBETAHUS.

K xowumy tpernero roga npasienus J[pesHe-
ro 3Mes Ka3aJjioch, YT0 3BePJIaHIUsI CKOPO IOI'H0-
HeT ¥ JHU €€ COUTEHHI.
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WHAT BECAME
OF BLACK PYGMY TIGER

Over the years, Black Pygmy Tiger se-
verely changed. He was carrying with him
— nearly at all times — a flask with valeri-
ana mixed with water and would take a sip
every now and then. During the first two
years, he received a good salary so Prime
Minister did not feel the poverty of his peo-
ple. However, he saw that things were not
done like he would want them to. Black
Pygmy Tiger tried to see Ancient Serpent
but was denied a meeting. He then tried
to write to him and got a mocking answer
saying that another stupid piece of advice
like that and the counselor would be fired
— naturally, without pay. His powerless-
ness prompted more and more drinking.

Yellow Cat grievingly recalled the
time when her husband was always at
work constantly helping someone. Back
then, they did not lack anything. Moreo-
ver, Yellow Cat had all she wanted except
she was not able to treasure it or at least
notice. Right now she had difficult times.
She used to bug her husband all day long
and did not know the limit; now he would
get drunk and start telling her all sorts of
bad things. Drunken Black Pygmy Tiger
was good at finding something to say about
every drawback of his wife. He compared
her to her friends and said he was sorry
to have chosen her while missing those
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4¢PHAIA RAPAHRORKIA THIP

o ia aTu Toabl UepHBIH KapJIUKOBBINA TUTP
crtbHO mamenwmsicst. OH modTH He pac-
cTaBaJICs C (PIIAKKOM ¢ pa3daBJIEHHOM BOJOM Ba-
JIEPhAHKOM, M3 KOTOPOI yepes3 HeOOJIbIIIE IIPOo-
MEKYTKU BpPEMEHHU Jejajl HeOOJbIION TJIOTOK.
IlepBbie mBa TOma €My ILIATHIIM MPHINIHYIO
3apIuIaTy, IMOITOMY HYKIBI, B KOTOPYIO OKa3aJl-
CsT BBEPIKEH HApO/I, OBIBINUN ITPEeMbep-MUHUCTP
Ha cebe He omymasa. Ho co cropoHEBI OH BuIe,
YTO BCE JIeJTaeTCs COBCEM He TaK, KaK MeurTa-
JI0Ch emMy. YepHBIN KapJIUKOBBINA TUTP IBITAJICSA
BeTpeTuThesA ¢ JIpeBHUM 3MeeM, HO TOT ero He
mpussaa. Torma oH mompodoBas eMy HAIUCATh U
TIOJIYYNJI U3IeBATEIECKUM OTBET, UTO eIle OJTUH
HOJO0HBIN TJIYIIBIM COBET — U COBETHHUKA IIPH-
JIeTCs YBOJIUTH, €CTeCTBEHHO, 0e3 co/ieprKaHus.
Ot Geccuust YepHBIN KAPJIMKOBBIM TUTP HAYAJT
BCe OOJIBIITE BBIITUBATD.

Hemras Komrka terreps yaxe ¢ TOCKOH BCITO-
MUHAJIa BpeMeHa, KOT/ia ee MYsK OBLIT ITOCTOSHHO
Ha paboTe U MOCTOSTHHO KOMY-To rTomoraJsi. Torma
BeJIb OHU He 3HAJIA HU B YeM Hy:K1bl. Bostee Toro:
torga Keoras Komka nmesa mpakruyecku Bee,
9TO XOTeJIa, TOJIBbKO He yMeJa 9TOTO HU IeHUTh,

A HHU Jaske 3aMedaTb. A cefiuac el IpHUXOLUJIOCH
‘e:Q?, Hesrerko. Horma-To oma 11e16IMu THAMY THAIAIA
_\Q,\J MysKa, He CTeCHSsSCh B BBIPAYKEHUSIX, a Temeph
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being unable to master the house; he took
away all the money and spent it on booze
while Yellow Cat did not have enough to
pay even for the simplest food, forget the
jewelry or outfits. When she tried to voice
it, her husband shouted at her — “don’t
you — bad sort — dare counting another
person’s money in another person’s pock-
et”. Black Pygmy Tiger would constantly
reproach his wife for not working.

He developed a liking to TV and es-
pecially to the Hole project. The longer
this kind of life lasted, the more it was
appealing to the former Black Cat. He
thought all was good around him and it
served the talking animals right and it
was them, who chose this lifestyle.

With great pleasure Ancient Serpent
watched the daily weakening of the pro-
tection given by Winged Lion to the one,
whom he, Winged Lion, used to call “Ani-
mal Land’s hope of deliverance”.

In two years’ time, President dis-
charged Black Pygmy Tiger from the
counselor’s position though cautious Hun
Potz advised him against it.

— It’s not a way to act, — said the
theromorph. — Right now he is not lim-
ited in anything, he is constantly in the
altered state of consciousness, and things
look right to him. But once he feels how
bad the life of others is and — god save —
becomes sober, won’t he want to change?
Won’t it be dangerous?

2
>

other beautiful ones. He accused her of
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OH, HATIUBIIINCH, HAUNHAJI TOBOPUTH €Il BCIKUE
ragoctu. [Ipo KaskAbIH HETOCTATOK JKEHBI IIbs-
HBIT UepHBIA KapJIUKOBBINA TUTP HAXOIUJ YTO
crka3ath. OH cpaBHUBAJI ee C ee ke IMoApyraMu
U TOBOPHJI, YTO JKAJIEET, UYTO CBSA3AJICA C HEH U
poIresl MUMO Takux KpacaBuil, OH O00BHHSIIT
ee B HEYMEHWH BECTH XO3SIHCTBO, 0TOOpas Bce
JeHbIY, KOTOPBIEe TPATUJI Ha JOPOTYIO BHIITHBKY,
a HKemroir Korrke Termeps mopoit He XBaTAJO He
TOJILKO HA YKPAIIeHUs WU HAPSIIbI, HO U HA ca-
Mmyio mpocryio eny. Korma sxe oma mertasiack 00
9TOM CKa3aTh, MY’K KPUYaJI, YTOOBI «HETOIANKA
He CMeJia CUUTATh 4ysKre JeHbIU B 4y3KOM Kap-
MaHe». UepHBINT KapJIUKOBBIM TUTP ITOCTOSHHO
TIOTIPEKAaJI KeHy TeM, 4TO OHA He paboTaer.

OH mpHCTpacTHJICS CMOTPETH TEJIEeBU30D;
0COOEHHO €My cTaJjia HPaBUTbCS MporpaMma
«Hopa». Yem Gosiblite BpeMeHU ITPOOJIIKATIACH
Takas KU3Hb, TeM Oojiee ObIBIIeMy YepHOMY
Koty ona mpasmitace. Emy craso kasarbes, 9To
U BOKPYT BCE XOPOIIIO, YTO TOBOPAIIUM 3BEPSIM
TaK M HAJI0, OHW CAMU BBIOPAJIN TAKYIO JKU3Hb.

A JlpeBHuii 3meil ¢ OrpOMHBIM Y0BOJIb-
CTBHEM HaOJII0IaI 3a TeM, KaK MCYe3aeT JIeHb 3a
nHeM 3amura, fanHas Kpeutateim JIsBom ToMmy,
koro o, Kpeurarterin Jles, HasBax HameskmoM Ha
cIrraceHrie 3BepJIaHIumg.

Yepes 1Ba roga, HECMOTPS Ha COBETHI OCTO-
po:xroro Oyus Ilora He genaTh aTOTO, TIPE3U-
JIeHT yBOJUJI UepHOro KapJIUKOBOTO TUTPA C
JTOJI3KHOCTH COBETHHUKA.

— He crourt Tak moctymnaTh, — rOBOPHJI 3BE-
posiiep. — Ceiuac oH He MMeeT HUA B YeM HY¥K-
JTbI, OH TIOCTOSTHHO HAXOJIUTCS B U3MEHEHHOM CO-
CTOSTHUY CO3HAHUS, M €My KaKeTCsI, YTO BCe TaK
" TOJKHO ObITh. HO cTOMT eMy IIpodyBCTBOBATH

Ny O

///-.l\\\
9 &
229 LZ2 ?‘Q@C 2R LXKXR2.9)
AONRIZZ AN AN SN2 SN2,
NSNS A SO




~—1

||\‘
LoOAZRTS
55

| |\‘
ol

||\‘ ||\‘
K

I~
2

‘\ ) =y
S

/e,
&

=)
S 96

2.
@
0"

Al
%

\

—_

&

— Nonsense! — waved him aside An-
cient Serpent. — I don’t pay a pound for a
penny worth. He came up to the point of
no return. But you are right; we shouldn’t
take his booze away from him. Neither
should we take his shelter away as well
as his TV or else he can start thinking.

And Black Pygmy Tiger was deprived
of his salary but — according to the Act
on Cat-stock prepared by Hun Potz — was
provided with unlimited and free alcohol.
And this was it. This Act ran that those
cats, who were drunk to the premises and
lost interest to anything else, should be
provided with state support of free alco-
hol and paid rent. Their wives — in cas-
es they could not work — got the title of
“schnook cats” and the right to live on
handouts. For the Act not to become too
much of a burden for the public purse, the
list of cat-stock attached to the Act only
included Black Pygmy Tiger and Foolish
Animal.

So Yellow Cat, who used to be proud
and arrogant, turned into a schnook cat.
She had to beg help from those, whom
her husband used to help. To her great
surprise, there were people, who started
helping her a little even though they were
in need themselves. Step by step, Yellow
Cat finally learned what it meant to be
grateful and how much joy little things
could bring. She was ashamed of her past.
At night, before going to bed, she wept as
she asked pardon from Winged Lion:
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HA CBOEH IIKype, KaK IJIOXO KMBETCS JIPYTUM,
Jla ecJIM eIlle OH IIPW 9TOM ITPOTPE3BEET, TO He
3axouer Ju OH m3aMeHuThb cebs? He omacHo m
aTo Oymer jis Hac?

— TI'nymoctu! — ormaxuyiics JlpeBumi
ameir. — He B mowmx mpaBmjax IOKyIaTh 3a
py0JIb TOTO, KTO cTOUT KomedKy. OH yike IoImest
JI0 YepThI, BO3BpaTa M3-3a KoTopoi Her. Ho Th
IpaBs, YTO OTOMPATH BHIMUBKY y HETO HE CTOWT.
Henbsst m sumraTh €ro KpBINIA HAJ TOJOBOM U
TeJIeBM30pa, 4 TO BJAPYT OH 34/ [yMAeTCs.

N numennomy 3apriatel YepHOMY Kapin-
KOBOMY THI'PY COTJIACHO OAr0TOBJIeHHOMY DYHb
ITortem ykas3y 0 KOTOCKOTAaX CTaJIM BBHIIABATH
0ecIIAaTHYI0 BBIIIUBKY B JIIOOOM KOJIMYECTBE,
HO OOJIbIlIe HUYEro. JTOT YKa3 IIpemaycMaTpH-
BAJI, UTO KOTBI, KOTOPBIE JOMUJIUCE JO TOTO, UTO
ux OOJIBINE y3Ke HUYEro He WHTepPecyeT, UMeIOT
IPaBoO Ha TOCYJAAPCTBEHHYIO TIOIIEPIKKY B BUJIE
0ecILIaTHOTO CIIMPTHOTO M OIJIATHI sKHIbS. VX
JKeHBI B CJIydae, eCcJIi OHU He MOTJIM paboTaTh,
TOJIyYaJId 3BAHWE «UMOIIHBIX KOIIEK» U IPAaBO
JKUTH Ha IomasHus. UToObl ykas He OBLI HAa-
KJIaJIeH [JI KAa3HbI, B CIHUCOK KOTOCKOTOB, IPH-
JaraeMbeli K TIOCTAHOBJIEHWIO MPABUTEJIHCTBA,
BBOJIUBIIIEMY YKA3 B [IEHCTBHUE, OBLIN BKIIOYEHBI
TOJIBKO YepHbBIlT KapJIuKOBBINA TUTp U KOT Dyt
OuumaJl.

Taxr Herorma ropmast u saHocuuBas Kei-
tast Komka mpeBpaTniiach B UMOIITHYO KOIIKY.
Ei#t mpwurmtoch TpoCHUTH TIOMOIUA Y TeX, KOMY
KOTJIa-To momorasi ee Mmy:. M K orpoMHOMY ee
VIAUBJIEHUIO, CPEIW HUX HAIINCH Te, KTO, CaM
HYKIAsICh, CTaJI el HeMHoro rmomoratsk. W 1mo-
cremenno #Henras Komka, makoner, ysHaJa,
YTO 3HAYMUT OBITH OJIATOZAPHOM M KAK MOXKHO
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— What a fool I was! How could I
behave like that! My dear Winged Lion, if
you can hear me — please forgive me! So
much would I want to get back that life of
mine but I would not be the same!

Being in the palace of Great Emper-
or, Winged Lion heard her cry and was
crying himself — with joy. He knew that
if Yellow Cat got back what she had lost,
she would again became her previous self
— arrogant, proud, and displeased with
everything. But the fact of her heart be-
ing open for gratitude and repentance
instilled a hope in Winged Lion — the
hope that Black Pygmy Tiger was able
to change too which meant that not all
was yet lost for his beloved Animal Land.
“Strange was the choice of Great Emper-
or, — thought Winged Lion. — How could
he make the future of the whole nation
depend on such a true cat-stock — as Hun
Potz aptly called him!”

As for Black Pygmy Tiger, he had
been heavily drinking for a whole month
by then while hardly eating anything as
he was penniless — but for Yellow Cat,
who equally shared between the two of
them what she managed to get by beg-
ging. The protection given by Winged Li-
on vanished. For Black Pygmy Tiger, the
time came to make his last and ultimate
choice, depending on which was his own
life and the future of Animal Land.
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paoBaThCA caMBIM IIPOCTHIM BeraMm. Kif craso
CTBHIIHO 3a mmportoe. Houbio mepes Tem, Kak 3a-
CHYTB, OHA CO CJIe3aMH HA IJia3dax IIPOCHJIa IIPo-
menust y Kpermatoro JIsBa:

— Karxas sxe s 6puta mypa! Passe mosmo
66110 Tak cebs Bectu! Jloporo#t KpwrnaTerit Jles,
€CJIM ThI CJIBIIIUING MeHs, TO mpoctu! Mue Tak
XOTeJ0Ch OBl BEPHYTH MPEMKHION KU3HD, HO 5
yiKke He ObLIa OBl mpeskHei!

A Kpoutatenz Jles, Haxomsich B uepTorax
Benuroro Umneparopa, cisIiasi ee u cam I1Jia-
kaa ot pamoctu. OH 3HaJ, uyto ecitm JKesrroit
Komke BepHyTH BCce, UTO OHa WMMeJia, TO OHA
BHOBB CTAaHET TaKOU Ke 3aHOCUUBOM, FopJaoN U
BceM HemoBoJibHON. Ho To, uTo cepmie ee oka-
3aJI0Ch OTKPBITHIM JIA 0JIATOHAPHOCTHA W ITOKA-
sHus, Beessio B Kpsurtatoro JIbBa Hamesxmy,
uTo U YepHBIH KAPJIMKOBBIM TUTP CMOKET W3-
MEHUTBCS, 4 3HAYUT, He BCe eIle ITOTePSHO IJIA
Joporoit ero cepmaity 3Bepsauauu. «CTpaHHBIR
Bce-Taku BBHIOOP caenas Bemmrwmit mmeparop,
— nymau Kpourarerit JIes. — [locraButh cymsoy
[IeJIOr0 HAapoa B 3aBUCHUMOCTH OT TAKOI'0, B IIPs-
MOM CMBICJIE€ 3TOT0 CJIOBA, KOTOCKOTA, KAK METKO
Hassai ero Oyus [Tom»

A Yepwublit KApPJIUKOBBIM TUTP TEM BpeMe-
HeM 0ecIrpoOyIHO MU ysKe IeJIbIA MeCIl 1 HU-
4vero ObI He eJI, IIOTOMY YTO Ha ey JIeHer y Hero
He 0bL10, ecsiu 061 HKenras Komka He nennia
C HUM IOII0JIaM TO, YTO €U yJaaBaJioch pas3Jo-
OBITH ITOasgHueM. 3amuTa, ranuas KpbuiaTeiv
JIpBoM, mccakmna. s YepHoro KapimKoBOro
TUT'Pa HACTYIIMJIO BPEMs IIOCJIETHEr0 W OKOH-
YaTeJbHOr0 BBIOOPA, OT KOTOPOTO 3aBHCEJIa He
TOJIBKO €TI0 CyIb0a, HO U CyIb0a 3BepJIaH i,
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emy 100UTh YepHOro KapJIMKOBOTO THUTPA, YTOOBI
OoJIbIlle HUKTO HE CTOSIJI HA IIyTH K ero Oearpa-
HUYHOM Biactu Hap 3Bepianmueir. OH BBI3BAJ
Kk cebe BUHHBIX 3MeeB — MPO3pPAyYHBIX CYIIECTB,
KOTOPBIE TIPOHWKAJIN B MO3T, KOTOPBIM OBLI JJIs
9TOTO JIOCTATOYHO IIOJITOTOBJIEH YITOTPEeOIeHeM
AJTKOTOJIST MIJTH HAPKOTUKOB, PUCOBAJIN B 9TOM MO3-
Ty Hy’KHBIE MM KAPTHUHBI, ITyTaJIN TOTO0, KOMY OH
MIPUHAJIERAT, HEPEIKO JIOBOIIIN J0 CAMOYOHA-
crBa. [lpu sTom mouru HUKTO BUHHBIX 3MeeB He
BUIeJI, OOJIBIIMHCTBO 3BEPJIAH/LIEB BOOOIIE OBLIN
CKJIOHHBI CYMTATDH, YTO MX He cyliecTByer. VIM-To
u mopyuns JlpeBuwuii 3mei HamacTb HA OBIBIIETO
Yepuoro Kora.
YepHblil KapJIMKOBBIA TUTP HAKAHYHE IIep-
BBIH JIeHb ITOYTH MOJTHOCTHI0 He muit. OH mpocHyJI-
cs1 TIIyOOKOM HOYBI0 OT MEP3KOM MY3BIKH, UT'PaB-
meir B ero rosioBe. CTparrHeie PoOKU HOCHUJIHCH
mepes; ero 3aMyTHEHHBIM B3TJIsiioM. «Jlomwmies!»
— ToAyMaJ OH W IIOMPOO0BAJI OMATH 3ACHYTb.
Ho Bumenwmst cramoBmimch BCe HACTOMYWBee U
CTparrHee.
Onma 3a Opyrodl MPOJIMCTHIBAJIMICH CTPAHU-
1Bl JKU3HU, KAKIBIH JypPHOHM IOCTYIIOK epHOTro
apJ'II/IICOBOI‘O TUrpa OBLI BeJIOM Bunnbmm VeV
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of Great Emperor vaticinating there was no
¢ sense in a life like this... Right next came An-
cient Serpent hissing that it would only take
some poison to make everything be alright.
The following image was a picture of a palace
where Black Pygmy Tiger would live in clover
with lots of servants and all sorts of honors...
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X The unhealthy cat overcame this all and
XS : vercame U
/\' firmly said, “No!” Then in his mind, he had ‘/\
=;X a kind of a documentary featuring the most %-\48:

& terrible sufferings of animal-landers. And &\
7~:” they all cursed Black Pygmy Tiger saying ?‘:’K
=€;>_% it was his fault. They all demanded punish- %\4}}

R ment for him... A
‘::q? However, the sick cat produced a dif- ?of,’
=/)\_, ferent reaction from what Ancient Serpent %\=

);? expected of him. All of a sudden he felt is if 2(
¢:":0 the shell casting his soul burst. For the first ‘:&:o
_/)‘\J time over recent years, deep in his heart he u’(\
_),n felt sincere repentance and desire to fix all “?=
%ﬁ the evil he had done. And then he saw Vinal zf,s‘,
/;\ ?  Serpents. \ zZ\
=)X On noticing that, the Head of them said cL-/\*( i

X it was all useless now that he saw them, and {3
N, .. X ) /e
/\ % there was no point in repentance, Winged Li- < /\
=%>-§ on would not forgive him anyway, he had no }_/\43:

I protection anymore otherwise he would not X
7{0’ see Vinal Serpents. He would just spend the %:,ﬁ
=)X rest of his days in a veterinary clinic, and K*(=
\2,\ that was it... Or, if he wanted to prove his /\i/
9 \': loyalty to Winged Lion he should immediate- ‘:’, '

X2 1y reject th f Black Pygmy Ti i X
1N y reject the name o ac ygmy Tiger an A
\7? come out of the house. Waiting for him in the "\\(/
<'¢:$ yard were those who wanted to shoot him for ‘:»:»

his still remembering Black Pygmy Tiger...
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KOTOpBIe CJIETUIA 3a HHUM C TOTO MOMEHTAa, Kak
OH TIEPBBIA pa3 BEIINJ, a TeIepb II0 MOPYIECHUIO
CBOETO BJIAJBIKY TIPEIITPHUHSIIN HA HET0 OTKPHITOE
HaTllaJIeHue.

Ilepen MBICIIEHHBIM B30pOM OOJIBHOIO KOTA
BcTaBasu rybepHarop THUrp, rOBOPSIIUIA, YTO eMy
Het npoimenns, KpoutaTerii Jles, yreepaxgaomniumii,
uro Yepuoro Kora Gombire mer, a YepHsiir kap-
JIMKOBBIN THI'P — €ro Bpar; CMyTHO MeJbKaJl Be-
muknii ViMmmeparop, M3peKaBINnii, YTO HE BUIUT
CMBICJIA B TAKOM HHUKYEMHOM KM3HU... VI TyT Ke
BcraBas JlpeBHMI 3Meil, IINUIAIINAN, YTO HYKHO
BCEro JIMIIb BRIIUTD S, ¥ Bee Oymer xoporo. Cpa-
3y BCTaBaJia KapTHHA JBOPIIA, B KOTOPOM OyIer
PUIIEBAIOYN KUTH UepHBIA KapJINKOBBIM THID,
MHOKECTBO CJIYT, BCEBO3MOKHBIE TIOYECTH. ..

Ho 0os1bHOM KOT IIpeBOo3MOr BCe 9TO U TBEPIO
crasaur: «Her!» Torma mepes ero ritasaMu IMOTLIIBL-
JI¥, KaK Kagpbl KMHOXPOHWKH, MHOTOUYHNCJICHHBIE
KapTUHKHU CAMBIX YKACAWOIIUX CTPATaHUN KUTe-
neit 3sepaamgun. Y Bce onu nporanHamu YepHo-
T0 KapJIMKOBOTO TUTPA, TOBOPUJIH, UYTO MyUaIOTCS
10 ero BuHe. Bee oMM TpeboBasIn IJIs1 HEro Kapsl. ..

Ho OonbHOM KOT cpearmpoBajl He Tak, Kak
sgkmas or Hero pesumit sameit. OH BOpPYT IIOYyB-
CTBOBAJI, OYITO JIOIIHYJ KAKON-TO MAHIIUPb, CKO-
BBIBABIINI ero Ayiry. B ero cepiie BIiepBEIE 3a
TocJIeJHUE TOTBI BOSHUKJIIO UCKPEeHHEee pacKasHIe
U JKeJIaHue HUCIIPABUTH BCE TO 3JI10, KOTOPOEe OH CO-
Bepuri. U Torma kot yBumesn BunHbIX 3Mees.

'maBHBIN M3 HUX, 3aMETHUB 9TO, CKA3aJll, UTo
pas3 OH UX BUOUT, TO HE CTOUT IIPUTBOPATHCS, Ka-
arbes Koty Oecrionesno, KpruaTeiii Jles Bce pas-
HO €ro He IIPOCTHUT, 3AIIMTHI y Hero OoJIbIle Her,
nHaue OBl OH He Bumes Bunnsix amees. O mpocto

=Ny DS

//A\\
9 &
229 LZ2 ?‘Q@C 2R LXKXR2.9)
N2 NN AN NN AN,
NSNS A SO




7N
“

>
7,
&
K

~A—

| |\‘
Sl

| |\‘
ol

I~
7,

||\‘
LARTS
55

ST

| |\‘
307

I~

oS
ez

-
o>

/4
&L

=
SPIA

A
CZ

’0

e

— Yes, I am Black Cat again! — de-
clared the one, who had been Black Pygmy
Tiger a minute ago. — And I am prepared to
die for my friend Winged Lion!

With these words, he jumped outside.
But there — in the mist of the night — he did
not see any murderers but felt Winged Lion
being close to him again — with his protec-
tion. And Vinal Serpents stepped away from
him...

... Black Cat spent a whole week in bed
suffering from burning ague and his wife was
hardily nursing him...She would give him
water and broth and a little wine during the
first three days — according to the advice of
Foolish Animal, who thought himself a friend
of Black Cat and a great specialist in treat-
ing this kind of ailments. On the forth day,
her husband started looking himself again,
was able to have some food and said he was
not having a drop of alcohol anymore. On the
fifth day, he asked Yellow Cat to forgive him.
He said that instead of being his little tiny
tiger doing nothing and being spoilt she only
had mishaps and troubles because of his ca-
reer, of which she had been dreaming for so
long. But it was all going to change soon.

Ancient Serpent was very angry: Black
Pygmy Tiger did not just evade dying but
became Black Cat again and got back the
protection of Winged Lion. Meanwhile, his
three-year presidency term was about to end.
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3aKOHYUT CBOM JHU B BeTJieueOHUIlE, u Bee... Min,
€CJTH OH XOUeT JI0Ka3aTh To, uTo mpenan Kpsriaro-
my JIBBY, TO TIyCTh cefiuac ske OTKAMKETCS OT MMe-
Hu YepHOTO KapJIMKOBOTO TUTPA, BRIAIET U3 JIOMA.
Bo nBope ero sayT Te, KTO X0UET €ro 3aCTPEJIUTh
3a 1o, uTo OH ere He 3a6b1 Kpeuraroro JIssa...

— Ila, a caosa Yepnsrit Kor! — 3aasun Tor,
KTO ellle MUHYTY HasaJ] Obl1 UepHBIM KapJIUKO-
BBIM TUTpOM. U 51 TOTOB TOTMOHYTH 38 MOETO Apyra
Kpsrnaroro JIsgal

U ¢ sTumu ciioBaMu 0H BBICKOUHJIT HA YJIIAILY.
Ho tam ckB03b cympar HOYM OH YBHJIEJ HE YOUMIL,
a mouyscrBoBaJ, 4To KpsuraTeiit JleB co cBoeit
3aIIUTOM BHOBB psifioM ¢ HuM. A Bumuuble 3men
OTOIILJIA OT HETO...

... Yepnenit Kot B ropsuke jesxas mesyio He-
JIeJTI0 TI0CJIe 9TOTO, a jKeHa MYKeCTBEHHO er0 BBI-
xaskmBasia. OHa monsia ero Bofoi u OyJILOHOM U B
repBbie Tpu AHA 10 copety Dyna Dummadia, cun-
rasiero ceba mpyrom Yepuaoro Kora m Gombmimm
CIIEITUAJIUCTOM B JIEYEHWH IOJ00HBIX 00JIe3HeH,
JlaBaJia eMy HeMHOTo BuHA. U yike Ha 4eTBepTHIi
JIeHDb ee MY’K CTaJl IPUXOJIUTE B ce0sI, CMOT UTO-TO
I0eCTh U CKa3aJI, YTO 0OJIbITE He BBITHET HU KATLJIN
CIIUPTHOTO. A Ha TATHIN JIeHb OH IIOTPOCUJI IIPO-
menuda y sKemnroir Komku. Crasas, uro BMecTo To-
r0, 9TOOBI OBITEH ero THurpsiei, KoTopas HIYero He
JleJiaeT | KOTOPYIo 0AJIyIoT, OHA OT ero Kapbepshl, O
KOTOpO# MeyuTasa, HaKuiIa cebe OHU HecuyacThs
u HenipusaTHocT. Ho Temepb Bce m3MeHUTCS.

A JlpeBunit ameii crpanrto aiuics: YepHsIi
KapJUKOBBIM TUTP HE IPOCTO He IOru0d, a BHOBD
cras Yepusiv KoTroM ¥ BHOBB IIOJIyUMII 3AIIATY
Kpbrnaroro JIba. A MeskIy TeM TPeXJIETHUHN CPOK
€ro TIPe3uIeHTCTBA MTOIX0UJT K KOHITY.
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BLACK CAT
Y, AND HIS NEW JOB \

20
ZES

.'.:. As he got sober and was recover- .:.*‘.
/;s' ing from his illness, Black Cat realized \’Z\
T that his wife and he were in utter finan- &g

4
"t,)'
|| V

2

cial need. Yellow Cat nearly forgot what
a good life was like but hoped that they
would be well off again as soon as her
husband recovered.

However, it was not so easy. Ancient
Serpent tried hard to prevent Black Cat
from any employment so he had to live by
occasional earnings, which were hardly
enough for the cat family to buy food and
pay rent; as soon as Black Cat stopped
drinking, he lost his cat-stock privilege. He
had to work day and night for a token pay-
ment but he did not get cast down. In this,
he saw not only the beginning of his own
betterment but also his connection with
the future of Animal Land and its people.

So far he had no idea on how to fix
what he had done to the country. To begin
with, Black Cat decided to make the life of
Yellow Cat better. She was unhappy with

| |\‘
{si %
590K

I~
N )vc </
oS

@,
2

==

R
R
==

2

%

Q&2
NS

|| V

—=

||\‘ ||\‘
7/ W,
KR4

== Q= ol

(wc
X220
ISNXES

I~
N Dvc </
255

~A—

&?\ her husba}n-d working .day and night Wit.h- ';?:s‘,
/)\' out any visible effect in terms of financial ‘«Z\
=€)>% stability; however, she did not voice it. Af- Kﬁ}
\/0\ ter all, she did not have to beg any more «‘\/
‘\‘:Q?, and she was never hungry these days; in N

K

=~

their home, there was always simple inex-
pensive food so the cat would even share

(7.

=
SPIA

S some with the hungry next-door kittens — ‘:’;'
_Q‘\) to the discontent of his wife. A\
\
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POTPE3BEB M HAYAB OIPABJIATHCS OT 6O-
neanu, Yepusrit Kot moHsI, 4T0 MM € KeHOHI Ka-
TacTpoduieckn He Ha 4To KUTh. JHemraa Korm-
Ka, OTBBIKHYB OT XOPOIIEH KU3HM, HAJesIach,
YTO CTOUT MYKY IIPUTH B ce€0sI, KAK B UX CEMBIO
BEPHETCS JIOCTATOK.

Ho Bce Oputo me Tar mpocro. JlpeBHwmit
Bmeit mocrapasicst, urober Yepmoro Kora me
B3SUTM HU Ha KaKyl0 HOPMAaJbHYI0 paboTy, emy
MPUXOAUIIOCH TEePeOUBATHCA CIYIANHBIMU 3a-
paboTkaMu, KOTOPBIX KOIAYBEH ceMbe eJBa
XBaTaJIO Ha €]y U OILJIATY JKUJIbSI — KaK TOJIBKO
KOT IIepecTaJI IUTh, CPasy ke B OTHOIIEHUH ero
mepecTaJia JIefCTBOBATh JIbIOTAa, IIPeyCMOTPeH-
Hasl JUISTI KOTOCKOTOB. PaboTaTh IIpUXOIHMIIOCH
3a CHMBOJIMYECKYIO IIJIATY C yTpa JI0 Bedepa, HO
Yepusrit Kot He yabBan. Ou Bumesa B aTOM He
TOJIBKO HAYAJIO CBOET0 UCITPABJICHUS, HO U CBOIO
MIPUOOIIEHHOCTD K CyIb0e Hapoaa 3BepJIIaHum.

[Torka emy He TIPUXOIVIIO B TOJIOBY, KAK OH
MOZKET UCIIPABUTH TO, YTO ITPOMSOIILIIO CO CTPAHOM
o ero Bune. s mauana Yepuoiii Kot pemrmit
obseruntsh ku3Hb Memroit Komke. Oma 0Ovl1a
HEJOBOJIbHA TeM, YTO My:K paboraer ¢ yTpa [0
BeUepa, a JIOCTATOK TAK M He BEPHYJICS B UX JIOM,
HO BCJIYX 9TOTO He BBICKA3bIBAJIA. B KOHIE KOH-
OB, el He HyKHO OBLIO 6OJIBIIE TTOOMPATHCS, s
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/A — We do not have things to eat our-
7:‘:’ selves! — said she petulantly. — We are

poor and it is us who needs help! We have
not produced those kittens so why should
I give them my last food?

— Not the last one, — softly correct-
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/
(3 )
—)X ed her the cat. — And when you were a %‘\4(}—
%“ true beggar, you were helped — remem- ")}\’
S . . %
/\' ber, you told me about it. And now — if ‘/\
=;X not the excess we have but still there is %—é}}
k:‘/: something to support those in a desperate &3
N

Q
“'I

==

state.
Yellow Cat was hurt but did not know
what to say in return. True — to her great

||\‘
{si %
228K

> surprise — quite poor (to her mind) talk- f:’i’
_/)\\_, ing animals helped her many times being 4\_
—),n grateful for what Black Cat had done to r\\(—
&R 2
\k" them before. e
/{&J — See, — concluded he as he waited u’%\
) for his wife to calm down, — nothing good (]
%ﬁ we have done ever vanishes. But nothing ﬁs‘,
/;\" evil, unfortunately, does either... — here “/Z\
=)X he gave a bitter sigh. — That is why we ?—(ﬁ}
%‘\ need to hurry to do good things till we "}}\’
NS have this chance. & ’\

At first, the neighbors and those, with
whom he was doing his simple job and —
later — more and more animal-landers
started noticing the changes about Black
Cat. He could not help them as he used
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&8 to when being Deputy Governor but every- ‘:’,:
N . \//
[[{\5 body knew his not-long-ago desperate state Q|
—\)’n and his current complicated position. That r\\(/—
<'¢:$ is why even the smallest help he was able ‘:.:.

to render was taken as something special.
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OHA HHUKOIIA Telepb He IoJIogalia: IIPocTasd He-
Joporas efa B X JOME€ He IepeBOMUJIACH, TAK
YTO KOT, K HeYJ0BOJILCTBHIO KEHEI, TasKe HeMHO-
0 HOJKAPMJIMBAJI TOJIOTHEBIX COCEICKUIX KOTAT.

— Hawm cammm Heuero ectb! — HemoBOJIb-
HO TOBOPMJIA OHA eMy. — MBI caMu HHUIIUE, 3TO
HaM JoJKHBEI nomoraTth! He MBI aTux KOoTAT HAa-
IJIOJUJIN, C KAKOM CTATH g JOJIMKHA OTIaBaTh UM
HOCJIEAHION eny?

— He mociiequion, — MATKO IOIIPABIILII
ee kKor. — M xorma THI ObLIa JIEHCTBUTEIBHO
HUIIeH, TO Tebe IMOMOraJu — BCIOMHH, THI Ca-
Ma MHe 00 3TOM paccKasbiBajia. A ceifyac y Hac
eCcThb He M3JIMIIKH, HO BCe K€ XOTh UTO-TO, YeM
MBI MOKEeM IIOIEePKaTh TeX, KTO B OTYASTHHOM
TIOJIOKEHUH.

HKemxraa Komka mamgysasach, HO He 3HAJIA,
YTO BO3Pas3uTh. JelcTBUTENbHO, K ee 0OJIbIIO-
My YOUBJICHHIO, COBCeM OeIHBIE IO ee IIOHITH-
SAM TOBOPAIIME 3BEepPH MHOI'O Pa3 IOMOTaJIM el
B 0JIar0TapHOCTH 34 TO, UYTO PAHBIIE JeJIaJl UM
Yepusrit Kot.

— Bor Bumumb, — mokIaBIINCHE, KOIa
JKEHA YCIIOKAMBAJIACH, 3AKJIIOUAJ OH, — HHYTO
moOpoe, coejlaHHOe Hamu, He Iporamaer. Ho,
K COMKAJIeHWI0, U HUYTO 3J0€... — TYT OH TO-
PECTHO B3OBIXaJI. — 1103TOMY MBI JOJISKHEL CIIe-
IINTH OeJIaTh J00pPo, IIOKA Y HAC €CTb K 9TOMY
BO3MOSKHOCTb.

Cuavamna cocequ M Te, ¢ KeM IIPUXOIU-
JIOCh BBIIIOJIHATH HEXUTPYI paboTy, a 3aTeM
Bce OoJibllle 3BEpPJAHALEB CTAJIHd 3aMedaThb
mepeMeHsl, mpoucxogusinne B depuom Kore.
OH He MOr' IOMOraTh UM TaK, KAk JeJiajl 3To,
Korga ObLI 3aMecTuTeJIeM I'y0epHaTopa, HO Bce
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In Animal Land, they nearly forgot how
¢ to support those in need. We also need to
say that it is for a reason that Yellow Cat
was surprised when being helped. Animal-
landers were becoming cruel-hearted, and
ungrateful while justifying this with the
hard life they were having. And now Black

9

&

Q
“/

9

Y&
&4“_’/\'

~—1
1 &
.14,:/,

| V

N
)/‘)
%“ Cat was giving them an example of how ’;}}\’
/\" one could help those having a harder life "/\
=;X — even in his own difficult situation. %-\48:
IR This happened at the same time as &\
7{0’ Ancient Serpent’s presidential term was ?O:zﬁ
=€;>_% coming to an end. Rumors appeared that %\4}}
R Winged Lion might probably come back to 4§
:‘q? the country. Most definitely, President did

R
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not like this. However, he was not able to
do any harm to the cat directly as he had

2

eSS

| |\‘
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Q) had Winged Lion’s protection back. So it f:’i’
_/)‘\J was decided to act in a different way. u’(\
_):’ Once a knock came on Black Cat’s “?=
%ﬁ door. On opening it he saw some strange /;f,s‘,
/;\' — and very grave — animal. ‘/Z\
=)X — I am Mr. Muskrat Beaver, — he cL-/\*(=
&X introduced himself. — I have important {3
QR . QA
NS things to tell you. $ ’\

The cat treated this kind of cross-
breed animals with suspicion. He did not
trust them as he considered them to in-
herit the vices of their parents, who re-
belled against natural order of things.
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&8 — Do you think that children are re- ‘:’,:
N . : S H
[)Xs sponsible for their parents’ mistakes? — Al
—\)’n Muskrat Beaver caught his look. — Trust r\\(/—
<'¢:$ me, I do not share their attitude towards ‘:o,\

this kind of experiments, and not only
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3HAJH, B KAKOM OTYASHHOM IIOJIOSKEeHUN OH CO-
BCEM HeJaBHO HAXOUJICS U KaK JI0 CUX IIOP eMy
CJIOKHO KUTh. [loaToMy camast HeGOJIbINIAA TIO-
MOIIb, KOTOPYIO KOT OKa3bIBAJI MM cerdac, BOC-
MpUHUMAJIACh KaK 4To-TO0 ocoboe. B 3mepsan-
IUU ysKe TOYTH Pa3yYHJINCh TOIePKUBATH
Tex, KoMy miroxo. HyskHo ckasarts, uro fKenras
Komka He 3ps yauBisiiach TOMy, YTO e IIO-
Moraju. 3BepJIaH/IIlBl CTAHOBUJINCEH KEeCTOKO-
CEepIHBIMH, HeOJIATOaPHBIMHU U OIIPABIbIBAJIA
9TO TeM, YTO IIJIOXO KUBYT. A cefiuac YepHbrit
Kot Hauas maBaTh UM mpuUMep TOTO, UTO MOKHO
aske Cpeu JKU3HEeHHBIX TPYIHOCTEH! IToMoraTh
TeM, KOMY ellle XysKe.

OTO COBITAJIO C TEeM, UTO OJIM3UJICS KOHEIT
mpesugenTcrsa Jpesuero amest. 1 B mapoe cra-
JI TIOTOBAPUBATH, YTO, BOZMOYKHO, CKOPO BHOBD
B crpany BepHercs Kpouraroiit Jles. Pasymeer-
¢s, BCe 9TO He MOTJIO TIOHPABUTHCS MPE3UICHTY.
Ho cmenars xory mpssMo OH HUYEro He MOT, TIO-
TOMY YTO K TOMY BepHyJiach 3amura HKpsrraro-
ro JIeBa. IlosTomy perreHo OBLIO HEeHCTBOBATH
O-ZIPYyroMY.

Opraxner B mom Yepuoro Kora mocryuaitm.
Korma oH OTKpPBLI, TO YBUIEN KaKOTO-TO HETO-
HATHOTO, HO OY€Hb BAKHOT'O 3BEpS.

— Memns 30ByT rociomuH BoOpOBBIXYX0JIb,
— IIPEJICTABUJICA TOT. — Y MEHS K BaM BAKHBIA
pasrosop.

Kor ¢ momospeHmemM OTHOCHJICS K TaKUM
HEIIOHSTHBIM 3BEPSIM, IIPOUCIIEIIINM OT CKpe-
IMUBAHUS pasHbIX BUA0B. OHM He BHI3BIBAJIU Y
HEro JI0BePHs, TAK KaK OH CUMTAJI, YTO UM IIepe-
TAJIUCH TIOPOKU WX POJUTEJIEH, IOIIEIINX BO-
IIPEeKU YCTAHOBJIEHUSIM IIPUPOJIHL.
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k\\ that — I have decided against having a
\":? family of my own so not to allow new in-
/ nocent sufferers in this world...

Muskrat Beaver kept one thing behind:
the main reason for him having no family
was an addiction to experiments that were
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—)X a lot worse than the one resulting in his %‘\4(}—
%“ birth. So Black Cat felt some compassion ’;}}\’
’ . . . ‘
/\' towards him though the very combination ‘/\
=;X of “Mister” and “Muskrat Beaver” looked %-\48:
& extremely funny to him. That did not mat- @\
N¥ ter much but how could one blame anyone %

==

for the acts of someone other?
— I represent a transnational corpo-

||\‘
{si %
228K

S ration in this country. We follow your po- f:’i’
_/)\\_, litical and public activities with interest. 4\_
_);? Knowing about your current situation, 2(_
% which is quite desperate, the top manage- é}‘:»
_/)‘\J ment of our company would like to offer u’(\_
_):’ some support for you to have a chance not N
%ﬁ to misapply your strength to useless un- z}:s‘,
/;\" qualified work. I am authorized to offer “/Z\
TY® you cooperation. %—(ﬁ}
k,:{i\ — What is going to be like? "}:,\’
/\" — We would be interested in your \‘/\
=%>-§ opinion about the reasons for today’s cri- }_/\43:
kr‘/j sis in the country and about possible ways X

7{‘? out. This is just analysis that might be ?‘:/‘
=)X published abroad as a book. This is also K*(}
\2,\ an opportunity for you to formulate your /{/
‘*’5'/ vision of the issue as you are sure to be \f;’,,’
_)\\) thinking about it. We are prepared to pay u,(_
—\)’n nicely for this job, — and Muskrat Beaver (\\(/_
<'¢:$ named the sum that Black Cat could not ‘:»:»

even dream of even as Prime Minister.
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— Ber cunraere, 4TO J1eTH OTBETCTBEHHBI
3a OMMOKM CBOMX pPOOUTEJeN? — IoMMAall ero
Baruisim BoOpoBwixyxosb. — Iloephre, a mHe
TOJIBKO HE pPAa3Jiesisiio UX OTHOIIEHUS K I0700-
HBIM 9KCIIEPUMEHTaM, HO JasKe caM He 3aBeJI ce-
MbI0, YTOOBI HE 3aCTABJISATH ABUTHCA B 9TOT MUP
HOBBIX HEBUHHBIX CTPAAJIBIIER. ..

O ToM, YTO TJTABHOM IIPUINUHON OTCYTCTBIUS
ceMbu OBLIIO TIPUCTPACTHE K 9KCIIEPUMEHTaM Ha-
MHOT'0 XY/IIITUM, YeM TOT, Pe3yJIbTATOM KOTOPOTO
oH cTaJyi, BoOPOBBIXYX0JIb TTPOMOTIAIT, TTIOITOMY
Yepubrit Kor mpoHWKCT K HEMY COUYBCTBHEM,
XOTSI COYeTaHWe CJI0OBA «TOCIIOJUH» CO CJIOBOM
«Bo0OPOBBIXYXOJIB» U Ka3aJI0Ch €My HeOOBIYaiiHO
cveriabiM. Ho aTo magHO, a Kak MOYKHO OCYIK-
IaTh KOT0-TO 34 IOCTYIIKH JPYroro?

— { saBnaioch, mpeacTaBUTEIEM OIHOM
TPaHCHAITMOHAJIBHON KOPIIOPAIINN B ITOM CTpa-
He. MBI ¢ mHTepecoM cieauM 3a Balllei Jes-
TEJIbHOCTBI0O — IIOJIUTUYECKOM U OOIIEeCTBEH-
HoM. 3HAsI, B KAKOM OTYASHHOM ITOJIOMKEHUH BB
ceflyac OKa3aJiuCh, PyKOBOJCTBO HAIlell KOPIIO-
paruu XoTeso ObI MOIepsKaTh Bac, YTOOBI BBI
UMeJIM BO3MOYKHOCTH HE pacTpavymBaThb CBOU
CHJTBI HA 0ECTI0JIe3HY0 HEKBATU(MUITUPOBAHHYTO
pabory. d mMern mopydeHHe IIPeIJIOMKHUTH BAM
COTPYITHUYECTBO.

— B uem ono Oyzer 3armoovaTbea?

— Hac umrepecoBas Obl Balll B3TJIAA HA
PUYUHBI COBPEMEHHOTO KPU3UCA B CTpaHe U
IIyTH BBIXOJ[A M3 HEro. JTO IIPOCTO aHAJU3, KO-
TOPBINA, MOKET OBITh, OyJeT BBIMYIINEH B BHUJE
KHurn 3a rpanuiei. OJTHOBpeMeHHO I Bac
9TO BO3MOIKHOCTH chOPMYJIMPOBATE Ballle BUJIE-
HIUe 9TOT0 BOIIPOCA, BeIb Bbl HABEPHAKA 00 9TOM
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— Are you expecting any problems
» with President? — asked he as he start-
ed thinking about how to use the funds
better.

— I don’t think so — he respects our
international status, we are totally inde-
pendent of the local government.

9

&

Q
“/

9

KR 7£ <
&—“—/\'

~—1
1 &
.14,:/,

| V

N

)/‘)

"kf/: — Whom will I report to? /‘?:s"
/\' — To no one, naturally. Only once ‘/\
=;X a month you will hand to me what you %-\48:
k"/\\ have managed to write and will receive &\
7{” the sum that has been announced. ?‘:fﬁ
=€;’g — So it is not the end pay but a %_\48:
%\\ monthly one, — the cat was about to say 8
X out loud but he restrained himself and
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only said he agreed but was interested in
the person at the head of the corporation.

— Is that so important to you? —
smiled Muskrat Beaver. — I do not know
more than you do. I am also having a con-
tract with one representative from Beast-
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/)\ land. I only know that the board chair of /(\
=)X the corporation is extremely influential cL-/\*(=
&X but that is all. I do know that they al- 23
KL . . QA
/\' ways pay in due time and do not ask for \/\
=€;;g more than has been agreed upon. Is that (&/\43:
& not enough? A
7{0’ — That’s quite enough, you are right, %:,ﬁ
=)X — agreed Black Cat and signed the con- K*(=
\2,\ tract without further thinking. /{/
“"s'/ Muskrat Beaver was not telling lies: :;’,,*
_)\\) he did not know anything about the de- u,(_
—\)’n cision-makers of the corporation, which r\\(/—
<'¢:$ had its branches in 50 countries. He was ‘:o,:»
\

at the bottom of the pyramid headed by \\/19
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nymaere. MBI TOTOBBI OUYeHBb XOPOIIIO OILJIATUTH
BaM 9Ty pabory, — um BoOpoBBIXYX0Jb HA3BAJI
cymmy, xoropass Yepuomy Koty m He cuHmiace,
Jlaske KOrya OH OBLI IIPEeMbep-MUHUCTPOM.

— A He Oymer mpobjeM ¢ TIpPe3uIeHTOM?
— CIIPOCHJI OH, y3Ke TIPUKUIBIBAsI, KaK MOT OBI C
TOJTB30H YIIOTPEOUTH 9TU CPEJICTBA.

— Her, ou cunTaercs ¢ HAMIUM MeEKIyHA-
POIHBIM CTATYCOM, MBI ITOJTHOCTBIO HE3aBUCHUMBI
OT MECTHOTO TIPABUTEJILCTBA.

— Komy a 6yny moguuHAThCA?

— Huxomy, ecrecrBerno. Jlums pas B me-
cs11 BBI OyeTe mepegaBaTh MHE TO, YTO YCIT€IN
HAINCATD, ¥ TOJIYYATh TY CYMMY, KOTOpast ObLIa
O3BydYeHA.

— Tax aTo He 3a Bcio paboTy, a exxemMecsd-
HO! — YyTb He CKa3aJl BCIYX KOT, HO CIeP:KRAIICI
U IIPOU3HEC TOJBKO, UTO COTJIACEH, HO €T0 WHTe-
pecyer, KTO CTOUT BO IJIaBe KOPIIOPATIUH.

— Bawm aro Tar BasmH0? — yisiOHyICH Bo-
OpoBBIXyx0JIb. — §I 3HATO He OoJbIlle Bac. Y me-
Hs TAK/Ke eCTh KOHTAKT TOJBKO C OJHUM IIpe/I-
crasutesieM m3 CrorocTpammu. 3HAK TOJBKO,
YTO TpejcenaTesib MPABIEHUS KOPIIOPAIIAN —
WCKJIIOUNTEILHO BJIMATEILHOE JIUI0, HO W BCE.
3Hato, YTO OHM BCerjia BOBpPeMs ILJIATAT U He
CITPAIITUBAIOT HUYETO CBEPX TOTO0, O YeM JIOTOBO-
puiuck. Passe aToro e mocTaTouHO?

— Jle#icTBUTEIBHO, JOCTATOYHO, — COTJIA-
cuscst Yepnsrit Kot u, He pasgymeiBast Gosblire
HU MUHYTHI, TTOIIIHACAJT KOHTPAKT.

... BOOPOBBIXYX0JIb HE BPAJI, YTO HUYEro He
3HAET 0 PYKOBOJICTBE KOPIIOPAIIAH, UMEBIIIEH OT-
neseHus: B maTtumgecsat crpaHax. Ou ObLI B ca-
MOM HU3y THPaAMHUIbLI, BO IJIaBe KOTOPOM CTOSII
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Ancient Serpent. Why would the coun-
» try totally under his control need a rep- <X
resentative, who would really represent
something? And it goes without saying
that the decision to support Black Cat
was not triggered by compassion. In three
months’ time, Ancient Serpent’s presi-
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{%“ dential term was going to be over so he ’;}}\’
/\" wanted to know what on Black Cat’s mind "/\
=;X was as he again considered him the main %—é}}

& threat to his power. 2N
7~:~? Thanks to the devised trick with the ?o}‘
=€;,g work for the corporation, there was no %_\4%}

R need to spy or think of some other arts: A
‘::q? knowing Black Cat, one could be abso- ?of,’
=/)\J lutely sure that he would write every- %\=

);? thing about himself in a most detailed 2(
¢:":’ and scrupulous manner. There was also é}‘:»
/)‘\J a hope that on becoming rich for the first u’(\
=):’ time in his life, the cat would get attached "ﬁ il
k“; to amenities and would not care about the &

N\ . Y,

needs of animal-landers.
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JpeBHuii 3meit. 3aueM B cTpaHe, HAXOLUBIIIEH-
CsI TI0JT €T0 HETIOCPEICTBEHHBIM KOHTPOJIEM, ObI-
JIO JTePKAaTh TMPEJICTABUTENISI, KOTOPHIH OBI UTO-TO
coboit tipeacrasisn? M, pasymeercs, pelresue o
noxpmep:xke Yepuoro Kora ObLIIO IIpUHATO He 13
coobpaskeHuUi skagocTu. Uepe3 Tpu mecsria 3a-
KaHYUBAJICS CPOK €r0 IMPEe3UIeHTCTBA, TI0ITOMY
JlpeBHU# 3Mel XOTes TOCKOHAJIBHO 3HATDH, YTO
HA yMe Y TOTO, KOTO OIISITh HavaJl CYUTATH IJIaB-
HOU yrpo30# cBOel BJIACTHU.

Braromaps npunymaraaomy X0y ¢ paboToit
B KOPIOPAIIMK He HYKHO OBLJIO HY IIITHOHUTH,
HU BBIIYMBIBATH XuTpocreil: 3Has Yepwuoro Ko-
Ta, MOYKHO OBLIIO OBITH YBEPEHHBIM B TOM, UTO
OH caMm JI00pocoBecTHeHITMM 00pa3om Bce o cebe
mopobHo pacouiner. belma HameskIa ¥ HA TO,
4YTO, BIIEPBBIE CTAB OOTaTBIM, KOT ITPUBSIMKETCS
K MaTepuaJbHBIM Ojaram, u emy OyaeT He J0
HYK]T 3BEPJIAH/IIIEB.
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draping, and murder became routine cases in
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After his meeting with Muskrat Bea-
ver, Black Cat had quite some money,
which he could use to please any caprice of
his wife and to help hundreds of needy an-
imal-landers. The cat decided to act like he
always used to. During one day, he bought
everything needed in their household over
a month and a few inexpensive presents for
Yellow Cat; the rest of the funds he used for
the assistance to the citizens, who were in
the most desperate state.

The hundreds of blessings that Black
Cat heard over the day were balanced by
the many a curse from Yellow Cat when she
knew how much money she had missed. On
a second thought, she calmed down: at least,
her life was not bad at the moment consider-
ing that her husband had bought her some
presents for the first time in recent years.

The cat got used to paying no attention
to the yelling of his wife: he would have gone
mad had he listened to everything she was
saying. Right now, he only worried about
the best way to do the job, the advance pay
for which he had spent.

Holding a pen, Black Cat sat over a stack
of white paper and got deep in thought. The
country was really perishing before his eyes.
He knew that firsthand: over the past years,
he was close to common people and knew spe-
cific pains of hundreds of families. Alcohol and
drug addiction, prostitution, theft, robbery,
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ROT-OhAHYHTCAh

Yepuoro Kora mocste Berpeun ¢ Bo6posbi-
XyX0JIeM MOSIBUJIUCE JIEHBI'H, HA KOTOPHIE OH MOT
VIIOBJIETBOPUTD JIOOYI0 TPUXOTH SKEHBI, HO MOT
¥ TIOMOYb COTHSIM HYSKIAIOIIUXCS 3BEPJIAH/IIEB.
Kot permt, 4To HyKHO ITOCTYIIUTD TaK, KAK OH I10-
CTyIIaJI BCerJa paublie. B Teuenne qH OH KyITHII
JIOMO# Bce HeoOXOMMOe Ha MECSI] M HEeCKOJIbKO
Hemoporux mopapkos Hemroit Komke, a ocrais-
HBIE JIEHbI'M HAIPABUJI HA IIOMOIIL TOPOKaHAM,
HAXOIMBIIMMCS B CAMOM OTYASTHHOM IT0JIOJKEHHUM.

CorHu 6J1aroCJIOBEHMI, KOTOpBIE epHBIN
Kor yeaprmman 3a aTo feHb, ypaBHOBECHIIUCH COT-
Havu nporiasatuii Hemaroir Komikwm, kKoTopsiMm
OHA €ero OChIITaJIa, y3HAB, KAKUe CPeJICTBA IIPOIII-
Ju MuMO Hee. Brpouewm, mogymas, OHA YCIIOKO-
WJTach: BO BCSIKOM cjydae, ceifiuac el OBLIO Bce
JKe HeIJIOXO JKUTh, TeM 0oJiee, YTO BIEPBBIE 34
TIOCJIETHIE TOJIBI MY KYITHJ ITOTaPKH.

A KoT IpUBBIK He 00paIaTh BHUMAaHUS HA
BOILJIM KEHBI: ec OBl OH BCJIYIITUBAJICS BO BCe
TO, YTO OHA TOBOPUJIA, TO TABHO COIIIEJI OBI C yMa.
Ero BostHOBaJIO TEIephb, KAK JIydllle MUCIIOJITHUTD
paboTy, aBaHC 3a KOTOPYIO OBLIT yiKe IMOTPAYeH.

Yepusiir Kor cest ¢ mepom Ha CTOIIKOM JIu-
cToB Gesiort Oymaru u 3amymadsicss. Ctpana meu-
CTBUTEJILHO THOJIA HA Tita3ax. Emy Bce aT0 GBLITO
M3BECTHO HE IMTOHACJIBIIIKE: TTOCJIeTHIE TOIBI OH
T J ECHO 00IIaJICsT ¢ TPOCTBIM HAPOIOM U BHIeHs 7
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the country that never knew any of those be-
> fore. And who is to blame? Of course, Ancient
Serpent and his appointed government.
Passionately, the cat started describ-
ing all those horrors taking place in Animal
Land, depredations of the powers that be
and of immigrants from other countries pro-
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%“ tected by them. He vividly covered broken ’;}}\’

N : /)
/\' people, downtrodden lives, and stolen hap- ‘/\
=;X piness. What was the way out? The answer %—é}}
%\\ to this question was harder still. 2N
7~:” Black Cat realized only too well that ?‘:’K
=€;>_% an election under the current regime was %\4}}

R nothing but a fiction: stuck in his memory 4§

&  was the roll of toilet paper, on which he had
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signed the electoral law. If not election then
what option is there to change the existing

2

eSS
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Q) criminal power? A revolution may be? But it 0}‘}
_/)‘\J was just what Ancient Serpent needed — in u’(\
_):’ order to use armed force ‘rightfully’ and to N
%ﬁ kill many animal-landers. z}:s‘,
N . . .. .. %Y
/)\ The cat was choking with his inability /(\
=)X to find a way out of the situation. Then it oc- %—(ﬁ}
k,:{i\ curred to him that he should not blame An- "}}\’
/\" cient Serpent and his satellites. Was it not \‘/\
=€;;g him, who had reposed power in their hands? (&/\43:
2> Was it not him, who had caused the death g§
A : : S
/\’, of Governor Tiger and the voluntary exile of \0/\
=)X Winged Lion? So maybe it was inside him — K*( |
\2, A and not outside — that he should search for 4 {/
x«é the reason of sorrows hitting Animal Land? :;0,,*
\ This evening, dozens of talking animals Y
= )\) .. (./( a
\7? came to visit Black Cat and to thank him for "\\(/
<:¢:$ his help once again; he addressed them with ‘:.:.

the following words:
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KOHKPETHOEe TOpe MHOTUX COTeH ceMei. Asxoro-
JIM3M, HAPKOMAHWs, IIPOCTUTYITUS, BOPOBCTBO,
rpabesku, M3HACUJIOBAHUS U yOHICTBA CTAJIN
OOBIICHHBLIM SBJIGHHEM B CTPaHe, KOTIa-TO He
3HaBIIIEM HUYero mojo0oHoro. M1 KTo BUHOBAT B
arom? Koneuno ke, lpeBuuii 3Meil 1 Ha3HAYEH-
HOE UM IIPaBUTEJIHCTBO.

Kor ¢ sxapom Hauas ONUCHIBATH T€ Y3KACHI,
KOTOpBIE TBOPATCS B 3BepJIaHIUM, OECUMHCTBA
BJIACTD IIPEJIEPKAIIUX ¥ TIOJIB3YIOIIUXCA WX II0-
KPOBUTEJIBCTBOM OMUI'PAHTOB M3 JIPYTUX CTPAH.
OH ApKO OIUCHIBAJ CJIOMAHHBIE CYIb0ObI, PACTOII-
TaHHbIE KU3HU, YEPaJIeHHOe cuacThe. Haroii sxe
BBIXOJ 13 Bcero ororo? OTBETUTEL HA 9TOT BOIIPOC
OBLIIO ellle TpyIHee.

YepHBIlI KOT IPEKPaCcHO IIOHUMAJ, YTO
BBIOOPHI IIPU CYIIECTBYIOIIEM PEKIME — BCETO
JIUIE (PUKITAST: CJIUIITKOM IIPOYHO BPe3asicsi B
€ro IaMATh PYJIOH TyaJIeTHON Oymaru, Ha KOTO-
POM OH TIOJIIHCAJ BEIOOPHOE 3aKOHOIATEILCTRO.
Ho ecoin He BBIGOPHI, TO KAKOM Ke €CTh BAPUAHT
CMEHHUTH IIPECTYITHYI0 BiacTh? Peposrorust? Ho
HMEHHO OHa W ObLTa Hy:kHaA J[peBHeMy 3mero,
YTOGBI OH MOT C ITOJTHBIM HA 9TO IIPABOM OTKPBITO
MIPUMEHUTDH BOOPYKEHHYIO CHJIY JIJIsI YHUUTOMKE-
HUST OYeHb MHOTHX 3BEPJIAH/IIIEB.

Kot sagpixasica or beccuiins, He BUA BhI-
X0J1a U3 CIJIOMKUBIIIErocs moJioskenus. Ho Tyt emy
IIPUIILIO B TOJIOBY, UTO HATIPACHO BUHUT BO BCEM
JlpeBHETO 3Mes M eT0 IIPUCIIEITHUKOB. Pa3Be He
OH caM OTJaJI UM BJIacTh? Pa3Be He oH cTaJ mpu-
YMHOM TOT0, UTO yMep OT rops rydoepuaTop Turp,
a Kpeunaterit JleB m0OpOBOJIBHO OTIIPABUIICS B
uasraanne? Tak, Moxer OBITH, He BHE, 4 BHYTPU
cebsa HeoOXOIMMO HANTH MPUYUHY ITOCTHUTIIHX
3Bepaangumo oen?
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— What kind of gratitude can there be
¢ for me? It’s me to blame for what is happen-
ing to the country. However, nothing is going
to change just because I admit it. People have
the kind of power they deserve. Naive Animal
Land once allowed me to choose for it. But to-
day, its people are not naive anymore. We had
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%“ to face a lot of bad things, to learn a true grief ’;}}\’
/\" and to understand that there are things a lot "/\
=;X worse than death. The reason for it all is not %—é}}
%\\ just my mistake, or Ancient Serpent’s outrage 4\
7~:” and his government. If every single one of you ?‘:’K
=€;>g seeks an insight into your heart, you too will %\4}}
%\\ see something in it that caused all the evil. 8

X&  We all have to repent the errors we have com-
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mitted over these years. And not just repent
but alter our lives as we ruthlessly remove

2
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) from them all that leads us to the evil. We ?:oio
/{&J need to seek forgiveness from Winged Lion for u’%\
) the way we treated Him in the square back (]
%ﬁ then and to ask Him to come back. This is the z}:s‘,
/;\" only chance to bring back happiness to our “/Z\
T)y> native land. %—(ﬁ}
k,:{i\ The animal-landers listened to him in "}}\’
/\" confusion. Nearly nobody took Black Cat’s \‘/\
=%>-§ words seriously. They did not dare to object to }_/\43:
%\\ him of course but they thought that it was all X

7{0’ due to his abrupt abstinence and the self-cas- %:,ﬁ
=)X tigation that usually follows it. However, two K*(}
\2, n  of the crowd approached the cat. Those were 4 {/
‘\\’s,/ the ones, whom he did not only help but re- :;’,,*
[[§5 ally saved them — a young fox, who was to be e\
_\),n a slave of old Leprechaun thus paying off her "\\(/_
<'¢:$ parents’ debts, and an elderly leopard, whom ‘:.:.

Black Cat bought out of the debtor’s prison. \\/:9
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B sror Beuep, Korma K HeMy HPUIILIN He-
CKOJIBKO JIECSITKOB TOBOPSIIIINX 3Bepei erie pas
mobsiaromapuTh 3a mmomorns, Yepubiin Kot obpa-
THJICS K HUM CO CJIEIYIOIIHUMHU CJIOBAMU:

— Kakas mue Mosxker OBITH Osaromap-
HOCTh?! Beab 9T0 s1 BUHOBHHEK TOI0, UTO IIPOUCXO-
T co crpanoit. Ho ot Toro, uto st aT0 mMpuaHaio,
HuJero He uamenurcsa. Hapom mmeer Ty BJIacTh,
KOTOpyI0 OH 3aciy:kuBaer. HawBHas 3Bepian-
WS OJHAKIBI TTO3BOJIMJIA MHE CIeJaTh BBIOOD
3a mee. Ho ceituac ee skuresn yske He HAWBHEL.
Hawm mpumiocsk yBuIeTh MHOTO IIJIOXOT0, Y3HATD
HACTOSIIIee TOpe U MOHSATH, YTO HA CBETE eCTh Be-
e, KoTophie xyske cmeptu. Ho mpuumua Bcero
9TOTO He TOJIBKO B MOel oIunbKe, He TOJIBKO B
mpouseosie J[peBHEr0 3mMess M €ro IpaBUTEJIb-
crtBa. Kasaprit w3 Bac, ecii 3arjissHeT B CBOIO
NyIITy, YBUIUT, YTO B HEH TOKe €CThb TO, UYTO BHI-
3BAJIO0 K JKM3HU BCe 9TO 3710. Ham HY:KHO BceM
TOKASATHCA B TOM, YTO MBI HATBOPHJIN 34 9TH TO-
ne1. Ho He mpocTo moKasThes, & U3MEHUTH CBOIO
JKM3HBb, 0e3’KaJIOCTHO BHIKOPUYEBAB W3 Hee Bce
TO, YTO BeJIeT HaC B CTOPOHY 3J1a. MBI JTOJIMKHBI
mompocuts mipotnenus y Kperratoro JIsBa 3a To,
Kak BCe MBI IIOCTYIIHJIN ¢ HUM TOT/[A Ha TLJIOIIA-
IT¥, ¥ TIOIIPOCUTH €T0 BEPHYTHCA. DTO €THHCTBEH-
HBIU IITAHC BEPHYTH CUaCThe JJId Halllel CTPaHbI.

3BepaaHIIEl  CAYIIAIA €ro CMYIIEeHHO.
[Tout HWKTO He BOCTIPHUHWMAJ CEPHE3HO TO,
uro rosopuyt Yepusrii Kor. Koneuno, Bospasars
OHU He OCMEeJIUBAJIUCH, HO JIYMAaJId, YTO BCE dTU
peYn — TIPOCTO TIOCJIEICTBHE PE3KOro IpeKpa-
MEeHUsI ThAHOK YW OOBIYHOTO B ITHUX CJIyUaASIX
camobnueBanus. Ho gBoe m3 coOpaBIImxcs: Bce
sKe IIOHOILIN K KOTY. JTO OBLIM Te, KOMY OH He

Ly Ok
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— I do not remember Winged Lion but
I see you, who saved me, and I trust you,
— said the Fox. If you say we need to ask
Winged Lion for forgiveness then I am ready
to do this. I am still young and I haven’t
done yet anything special really. But in my
heart, I have envied my older friends, who
managed to become rich leprechauns’ owned
women. And only being at the edge of this
abyss, I have changed my mind and I want
to go back to calm and pure life — with all
my heart. I do not need wealth — clear con-
science and freedom are a lot dearer than
any gold to me.

— The girl worded 1t well, — said Leop-
ard, — there is nothing like freedom. But I
did not value it. I used to serve in Winged
Lion’s police and later — for a short time
— I was in Ancient Serpent’s service. But
this “short time” was enough to shade my
conscience forever with the indelible shame
for the numerous bad things I did. I have al-
ready been punished for this — all my fam-
ily died and but for you, Mr. Black Cat, I
would have rotten in the debtor’s prison. As
opposed to Fox, I do have things to be sorry
for but I do hope that I have changed. With
all my heart, I dream of Winged Lion being
our Tsar again and I pray Him for it.

Following Fox and Leopard, some oth-
ers — humbly or bravely — started to name
the things that burdened them for many
years. On doing this, they felt amazing free-
dom and renovation. Few of those coming to
Black Cat’s that day stayed away from the
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IIPOCTO IIOMOT, a (PAKTUUECKH CIIAC UX — MOJIO-
Iasd JIACHUYKA, KOTOPYIO 3a JOJITH €€ POLUTEeIeH
xoTesan 3abpark B pabcTBo K crapomy Jlempexo-
HY U IIOMKHUJION Jieomap, Koroporo Yepuniii Kot
BBIKYIIMJI U3 JOJCOBOM TIOPHMEL.

— {1 e momumo Kprrraroro JIbsa, HO g BrKy
BacC, BB MEHS CIIAC/IM, U 4 BaM Bepio, — CKa3aJia
JIuca. — Ecimm BBI roBOpHTE, UTO HYKHO IIPOCUTD
nportenus y Kpeutaroro JIsBa, To g roroBa aro
cheath. f elre MoJsioga 1 He ycIleaa COBEPIIUTD
B peaJibHOCTH HuYero ocobernoro. Ho B cBomx
MBICJIAX 1 OYEHDb 3aBHUI0BAJIA CTAPIINM IOAPYK-
KaM, CTaBIIIHM COLEPKaAHKAMI OOIaThIX JIEIIPEKO-
HOB. U To/IBKO OKa3aBIINCh HA TPAHU TOIO, YTO-
OBI yIIACTH B OTY IIPOIACTH, A OJYMAJIACh U BCEM
cep/IIieM 3axX0TeJia BePHYThCS K CIIOKOMHON U YH-
croit skmu3uu. MHe He HY;KHO 00raTCTBO — YHCTAST
COBECTB 1 cBOOOIA JOPOsKe JII000T0 30JI0TA.

— JleBouka xopoIno ckasayia, — J00aBUII
Jleommapa. — Her mHmuero moposxe cBobomer. Ho
a1 He 1eHnI ee. Korma-to g ciIysKui B IIOJIUIIMNA
y Kpsrraroro JIbBa, moToM HEIOJITO IIOCIIYIKMIII
Jpesuemy 3mero. Ho aToro «Hemoaro» XBaTuiio,
4TO0BI HABCEIJA OMPAYNUTE MOIO COBECTh HECMEI-
BaeMBIM II030POM MHOI'HX ILIOXMX meir. f1 ywxe
OBLI 32 HMX HAKA3aH — YMEPJIX BCE YICHBI MO-
el ceMbH, 1 ecJI OBl He BB, TOCIOOUH depHBIH
Kor, g cram Obr B gosrosoit TiopsMe. B oTimmune
or JIucel MHe ecTh B UeM KasaThCd, HO HALEIOCh,
uTO g yiKe M3MeHmIcd. I BceM cepieM MedTaio
o ToM, uTo0bl KphLiaTeiii JIeB BHOBE 11apCTBOBAJT
HaJ HAMU, U IIPOIITY ero 00 9TOM.

I'nsana ma JIiucy u Jleomapma, n HeKoTOpEIE
Ipyrre — KTO POOKO, a KTO cMeJjiee — HadvaJl Ha-
3BIBATH TO, YTO TAYMKEJILIM KAMHEM y¥Ke MHOI'O
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N general impulse to repent but preferred to
> leave quietly. In their hearts, they envied <X
those who stayed as their burden felt much
harder to tolerate.

At this very moment Winged Lion saw
it all — together with Great Emperor; there
were tears in his eyes.
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%“ — May T go back to Animal Land yet? &/
/\" — asked he. "/\
=;X — Yes, you may but so far under cov- %—é}}
& er for no one to see you, — answered Great @\
7{0’ Emperor. — There is a long way for them ?O:zﬁ
=€;>% to manage on their own; as of now, you will %\4%}
2 have the power to help everyone in Animal &
&R : %
X& Land who appeals for your assistance. %/
And welled over with joy, Winged Lion \=

2258

flew to His beloved country.
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Jer Jieskasio Ha mayine. VI, BbICka3aB 9TO, OHU
YYBCTBOBAJIU YIWBUTEJILHOE OCBOOOKICHUE U
obHoBJIeHUE. JIUIITb HEKOTOPhIE U3 TeX, KTO CO-
OpaJics B aror meub y UYepuoro Kora me mpwuco-
eITMHUJIUCH K BCEOOIEeMY IIOPHIBY ITOKASHUS, a
peanoYwIn MOTUXOHBRY yittu. Ho B cepaiie onn
3aBUJIOBAJIA TE€M, KTO OCTAJICS, ITOTOMY YTO Ts-
JKeCThb B UX JIyIIle CTaJja elle HecTepruMee.

A Kpouraterit JIeB B aTOT caMBlii MOMEHT
BMecTe ¢ BenmkuMm WMwmmepatopom Bujesr Bce
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‘,,:4‘\ 9TO, ¥ TIO TJIA3aM €TI0 TeKJIU CJIe3HL. ‘,}\’
/\’/ — Mory an g yse BepHYThCI B 3BepJIaH- \0/\
11 ;\/% JTI10? — CIIPOCHI OH. %_/\4% Al
IR — Moskerrs, HO ITOKa CKPBITBIM 00pa3oM, A
7{.’ 4TOOBI HUKTO TeOSI He BHEeJ, — OTBeTHJI Beiu- ?‘:'K
UNs xuit Umnepatop. — Wm mpencrouT ere myTs, e A
7,2 KOTOPBIA OHU JOJIKHBI IIPOMTHU CAMM, HO TBI :\:(
o:%:’ OTHBIHE TIOJIYYAEeIlb BJIACTHL IIOMOTATH BCEM B f:’t’
/ )‘\_’ 3Bepiauanu, KTo IIPU3BaJI TeOsT Ha TIOMOIITb. u/( \
U/ U npencronHeHHbI pagoctu Kpeutatert O]
,:'Ef; JleB mi0s1€TENT B CBOIO JITIOOMMYIO CTPAHY. é:?:,
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Q
FIRST REPORT

> Over the past month, hundreds of

& animal-landers visited Black Cat as they
\k’/ wanted to repent and to ask Winged Lion to
N\» come back. Winged Lion was already in the
country but he was invisible to all. Every-
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‘:‘:’ one addressing Him received the protection f:’i'
=/)\ that earlier only Black Cat used to have. 4\=
) Ancient Serpent was furious. 2(
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— All is going down and I see it! —
shouted he to theromorph Hun Potz. — Do
something to make the cat and all his visi-
tors be considered crazy and asocial!

— We are doing all we can, — an-
swered the minister. — But there is some-
thing preventing us from inflicting real
harm. Our planted killers depart in hor-
ror and cannot find words to describe their
visions — so frightened they are. Our at-
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7\ tempts of economic damage fail as well — ?:f,‘
LN theyonly need little and share this between u*(}=

2,//: them. One more thing: it looks like all their :\\\(\
‘f‘:’ possessions grow on their own and become ?:0‘,'
_/)\\_) plentiful... The television and newspa- u'(\_
_):7 per addresses are becoming less and less “?_
k'.:/i\ effective... @e‘.
/;\\; — I feel a close presence of Winged ;/'Z\
=\)n Lion, — said President with anxiety. — I r\*(}i
":& can’t see Him so far but he is definitely ‘.:s’

WS here. At a distance, he would not be able <&
=%>§ to protect so many of them at a time. I only }-(%=
A wish Black Cat committed a mistake so we ,‘\/
‘e:Q,, could discredit him... See Muskrat Beaver: :9:9'
IN» _let him double the allowance for this month u49/_
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NEPRLIH OTYET

a MeCHII yoKe COTHHU 3BePJIAHIIEB IIPHIII-
Yepuomy Kory, nBmskmMmble skeaHmeM
mokasaTbesa u mompocuTsb Kpwiraroro JIsa Bep-
myrbesa. Cam Kpeunarerii Jles, mpaspia, moka He-
BUJIMMBIH JIJId BCeX, yske HaX0Oujcsa B crpane. U
KaskIbIH 00PATHBIIKICS IOJIYyYaJI OT HEro 3alllu-
Ty, KOTOPYIO paHblie uMeJsi onuH Yepusii KHor.

JlpeBHwuit 3Meit OBLII B APOCTH.

— Bce pymures Ha riasax! — xpudas oH
speposaiepy Oyub [Tomy. — Croemait Tax, 4To0BI
BCe CUMTAJIM 9TOr0 KOTa U TeX, KTO K HeMY XOIUT,
CyMACIIeAIINMU U aCOIIUAIbHBIME dJIEMEHTaAMI!

— M= femaeM Bce, UTO B HAINUX CHJIAX,
— oTBeYaJ MUHHUCTP. — Ho uTo-TO He maer HAM
IPUYMHUTL UM peasbHbIi Bpen. Ilomocioanubie
yOUUIIBI B yskace OeryT W II0TOM He HAaXOMAT OT
cTpaxa CJIOB OIMCATDH IIPECTABINEE epe] HUMK
BujeHne. [lOMBITKM SKOHOMMYECKOTO BO3IeH-
CTBUS PYIIATCS, IIOTOMY YTO OHM OOXOHATCS Ma-
JIBIM W IIOMOTaf0T Apyr npyry. U emne: cosmaercs
BII€UATJIEHUE, YTO BCEe Y HUX KaK ObI camMoii co00i
MIPUYMHOKAETCs... Hallyu MONBITKA TeJIeBU3U-
OHHBIX OOpAIEHWN W Ta3eTHBIX CTaTed CTaHO-
BSATCS Bce MeHee a(p(PeKTUBHBIMA. .

— { uyBcTBYIO TIPpHCYTCTBHE TIE-TO PASOM
Kpreunaroro JIsBa, — ¢ TpeBoroi ckasaj mpe-
aupeHTt. — Iloka oH MHe HeBHUIHM, HO OH IJie-
,\s,:’ TO 3mech. Vanasexa oH He cMOT OBL 3amnmaT?
Q:\’ CTOJIBKHX OJJHOBPEMEHHO. XOTh ObI 9TOT YepHbIin
\
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but do it in the presence of Yellow Cat. She
¢ may make her husband spend the money
on some trifles — then we at least will be
able to say that he is no difference from
our officials and that he is hen-pecked, too.
Being in the hardest situation, the people
will at least get irritated and will start dis-
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%“ trusting him. We will also have a look at  Q¥(
/\" his report for this month. "/\
=;X ... Muskrat Beaver came to Black Cat’s %—é}}
%\\ and waited for the moment when they were 4\

7{” together with Yellow Cat. ?‘:fﬁ
=€;,g — I am here to pay you wages. Is your %_\4%}
%\\ report ready‘?‘ . . _ A

"\ — Here it is, — said the cat with some QA
_/)\\_, guilt in his voice and offered him a folder. 4\_
_);? To the initial description of the country’s 2(_
% sorrows, he only added his vision of a way é}‘:»
/{&J out in people’s repentance and change. — | u’(}\
)@ do not know whether you will be satisfied (]
%3 with that... I
/;\" — I am not authorized to assess your “/\
Ty>» work, — contradicted Muskrat Beaver. — %/\*%}
k,:{i\ Here is your honorarium — you have hon- "}:,\
/\" estly earned it. And — keep thinking for \‘/\
=%>-§ another month: you may probably come up }_/\43:
%\\ with something else, which — too — will X

7{0’ be paid for. Oh, I keep forgetting to ask — %:,ﬁ
=)X why do you live in a hut like this? Well, K*(}
\2,\ today’s payment alone is enough for you to /{/
“"s'/ buy a mansion in the center of the capital \f;‘,,’
[ and to live there well off for several years. o\
—\)’n With these words, he intently looked r\\(/—
<'¢:$ at Yellow Cat, then he gave Black Cat a big ‘:»:»

envelope with money and left.
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Kot momycrnn Kakymo-To OMIMOKY, YTOOBI MOJK-
HO OBLIIO €ro JIWCKPeIuTUPOBAThH... Berperhbest
¢ BobpoBeIxyX0/I€EM, IIYCTH OH JACT €MY 34 9TOT
MecCsII JBOMHOM roHopap, o mupu Kemxroir Kor-
ke. Mosker OBITH, OHA CyMeeT 3aCTABUTH MY Ka
OTPATUTH 9TU JEeHBI'M HA KaKHe-TO 6e3esIyIl-
KU — TorJa HaM, 10 KpaliHel Mepe, MOYKHO
OyJeT TOBOPHUTH, YTO OH HHAYEM HE OTINYAETCS
OT HAIIIUX YUHOBHUKOB, [1a ellle MOIKaA0IyIHNK.,
A y Hapoma, KOTOPBIA HAXOMHWTCS B TSKEJEH-
1I1eM TIOJIOKEHUH, 9TO BBI30BET, TI0 MEHBIIIEeH Me-
pe, pasapaskeHre U HeIoBepre. 3a0HO IT0CMO-
TPHM, YTO 34 OTYET OH COCTABHJI 38 MECSII.

BobpoBrixyxons mpurres ¥ depHoMmy
Kory, BeIKIAB MOMEHT, KOrIa OH OBLI BMECTe C
Hemroit Kormkoii.

— A a x Bam c 3apmiartoii. Bamr oruer
roToB?

— Bor o, — HeCKOJIBKO BUHOBATO IIPOTSI-
HyJI manky kKor. K onmcanuio 6encTBUl CTPAHBL
OH IIPUIIKCAJI JIUIIH TO, YTO BUAUT BBIXOI U3 BCE-
T'0 9TOTO B IIOKASTHUYM W M3MEHEHWU Hapoaa. —
He 3maro, HaCKOJIBKO OH BAC YCTPOUT. ..

—  me mMMe MOJHOMOYMIT OIEHUBATH
BaIy padboTy, — Bo3pa3uii BoOpPOBBIXYX0JIb., —
Bor Bam romopap, BB YecTHO ero 3apaboTaJiu.
N moskere mogymaTh elne Mecsil — BO3MOKHO,
YTO-TO €Ille HATIUIIIeTe, ¥ 9TO OyIeT TaKsKe OIIa-
gyeHo. Kcratu, Bce 3a0BIBAI0 CIIPOCHUTD: IIOUYEMY
BHI skuBeTe B oroi xubape? Hy, BrpoueMm, cerom-
HSAIITHET0 TOHOPapa J0CTATOYHO, YTOOBI BBl MOT-
JIA KYIIUTH OCOOHSK B IIEHTPE CTOJIUIILI U 6e30e/-
HO KUTH HECKOJIBKO JIeT.

C oTuMu cJI0BAMH OH IIPHUCTAJIBHO IIOCMO-
tpen Ha Henryio Komry, mepeman Yepromy
Koty 6oJb1110if KOHBEPT C JeHbraMU U BBIIIIEJT.
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A mighty fight arouse in Yellow Cat’s
¢ heart. On one hand, she was dying to get a
mansion in the capital downtown, on the other
— she realized that it was bad timing for de-
sires like that. She saw what was going around
her husband and considered it necessary to
support him however hard it was for her.
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%“ — Will you please buy food for half a ’;}}\’
Q ) : : $)
/\' year’s time and spend the rest as you find ‘/\
=;X due, — said she and ran out of the room %-\48:
& to cry about the mansion that she nearly &\
XK - L OO
/\’, thought hers without even seeing it. \0/\
=€;’g Black Cat was deeply moved by his %_\4%}
IR wife’s behavior. “Could she have changed 8

& forever?!” — thought he. Next to him, stood
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invisible Winged Lion and smiled: “Hardly
likely. As far as she is concerned, one act
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) like this is enough for a lifetime.” f:’i’
_/)‘\J With the money received, Black Cat u’(\_
_):’ was able to do so many real things to save N
%ﬁ scores of animal-landers that other hun- ﬁs‘,
/;\" dreds of them actually felt the changes, “/Z\
=)X which were happening, and repented and %—(ﬁ}
X asked Winged Lion to return to the country. 23
X”Z Ancient S t n mor A\
/\ ~Ancien erpent was eve ore ,\
=%>-§ furious. o %/\48:
%\\ — No more money for this filthy cat! X
7{‘? Though — does it mean anything now... ?‘:/‘
=)X And look at this Yellow Cat — just to think K*(}
\2, y of her pretending big-hearted! My only con- {/
‘\\’s,/ solation is that she may be still hoping for :;’,,*
[[5 her husband to make it to President this g\
_\),n way and she will get even more... Though "\\(/_
<'¢:$ — hardly likely. We need new ideas, — said ‘:9,:0

he to Hun Potz. \\/19
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B ngyme xomkm mpomcxommiia OrpoMHAS
oopnba. C OmHOIM CTOPOHEI, € CTPAIIHO XOTe-
JIOCH IIOJIyYUTH OCOOHSK B IIEHTPE CTOJIMIIBI, a
C Opyrol — OHAa IIOHMMAaJla, YTO cerdac camoe
HeIOAXOAAIIee BpeMs IJIs HCIIOJHEHUS TAKUX
sxestanii. OHA BHmesIa, YTO IIPOMCXOIUT BOKPYT
ee MysKa ¥, KAk e 9T0 HU OBbLJI0 HEeIIOCUJIBHO TH-
SKEJI0, CUMTAJIA CBOMM JIOJITOM €r0 IIOIePKATh.

— Kymnu npogykros Ha Imojroma, moToMy 4To
s YyBCTBYIO, YTO 9TO ITOCJIETHUIM TBOM ToHOpAap, a
OCTaJIBHOE TPATh TAK, KAK CUMTACIID [IPABUILHBIM,
— BCJIYX CKAa3aja OHA W BhIOesKasia M3 KOMHATHI,
4TOOBI XOTSI OBl BRIILJIAKATHCA C TOPS 00 yIeminem
0CODHSTKE, KOTOPBIH OHA yike Havajia CYUTATH CBO-
¥M, XOTS ¥ He BHJIeJIa HUKOTA B JKU3HMU.

Yepusrit Kot Ob1T 04eHb pacTporaH mOCTyII-
KoM skeHbl. «MoskeT ObITH, OHA HaBCerma HMaMe-
HUIach?» — gymali oH. A psanoM, HEeBUIMMEBILA
emy, crosyi Kpourarterit Jle m yimsibascs: «9To
Bpsaxg . Ho KOHKpeTHO 1718 Hee BIIOJIHE J0CTa-
TOYHO M OJJHOI'0 TAKOT'O IMOCTYIIKA B KISHID.

Ha monyuennsre neubru Yepusiirt Kot cmor
cIeJIaTh CTOJIBKO PeaJIbHBIX JeJI, CIACIINX JeCsT-
KM 3BepJIAHJIEB, UTO eIlle COTHU JKUTeJIe cTpa-
HEI B 9TOT U CJIEAYIOIINHA TeHb II0UyBCTBOBAJIN Pe-
AJIBHOCTh IPOMCXOLAIINX IIePeMeH, IOKAIJINCE 1
mpusBasu Kpsruiatoro JIbBa BepHYThCS B CTpaHy.

JlpeBHMIL 3Meli OBLI B elrle 00JIbIIel SPOCTH.

— Boubllte HUKAKUX JEeHEer 9TOMY MepP3KO-
My koTy! X0oTs Kakoe 9TO yiKe MMeeT 3HAUEHHE. ..
A ora KomKa — HaO JKe, Kakas urpa B 0OJaro-
poxcrso! EquHcTBEHHOE yTelIeHne — YTO, MOYKET
OBITH, OHA HaJeeTcs, OyATO ee My TaKHM o0pa-
30M CTAHET MPEe3UIeHTOM, W OHA IOJIYUYUT ellle
Oosibire... Xorss — Bpsan . Ham HeoOX0TuMBI
cBeskne uaen, — ooparuiica oH K Oywus [lorry.
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Q
THEROMORPH
> AND HIS PROVOCATION ¢

20
ZES

w{. The popularity of Black Cat was con- .:.*‘.
MY/ . . . . . A

/)‘ stantly growing. Winged Lion was invis- u’(\
M ibly present in the country and spread his  &(Jj
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protection over those appealing to Him
thus making them stay away from any
harm. Animal-landers became more dar-

ing; their meetings with Black Cat moved 4\
@ . 00/
/\ to the capital square; then he went to the \0/\
=€;’g capitals of other provinces — always being %_\48:
R surrounded by numerous talking animals. 2
X They asked him questions about various

R
“'I
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events of their lives.
Theromorph Hun Potz decided to use
this opportunity and made his planted

I~
N )vc </
oS

I~
2\
7/
S
&
L2
N &/
||_/'

N agents ask the sort of questions, any an- Ny
),n swer to which would either make Black “?
%ﬁ Cat short of gravitas or allow to announce /;f,s‘,
/;\' him a political offender. ‘/Z\
=)X Barely making it through the crowd, cL-/\*(=
k:‘/i\ Old Fox came up to Black Cat and said £

N that his granddaughter had been sold to a

Q
"'I
|| V

=\

brothel in Goblinland. There were scores
of brave people ready to bear arms against
bad guys and to save her. All they needed
was Cat’s approval to give them strength
to carry the plan out.
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\':‘ Black Cat got deep in thought. He had <X
N \Z . . ¢
been thinking about how to save female
(\(_

animal-landers from this slavery abroad
but he did not like this method. On ap-
proving of it, it was only too easy for him
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MPORORALIHH
3REPOAIIGPA

omyssipaocth Uepuoro Kora B mHapome
MOCTOSTHHO pocia. A samrura Kpsuraro-
ro JIpBa, HEBUAMMO JIS BCEX HAXOIUBIIIEIOCS
B 3BepJaHauy, He JAaBaja MPUYUHUTH HUKOMY
M3 IPU3BIBABIIHNX €ro KaKou-JIu00 Bpej. 3Bep-
JIAHIIIBL ocMeJIesn, ux Berpeun ¢ depueim Ko-
TOM IIePeTEeKJIU Ha ILJIOMIA b CTOJIUIIE, 3aTeM OH
[oexaJi U B IIEHTPhI APYTUX IPOBUHITUM CTPAHEL,
r7e ero BO MHOKECTBE OKPYKAJIM TOBOPSIIHE
3gepu. OHM 3amaBaJidi BOIIPOCHI II0 TE€M WJIU
WHBIM KU3HEHHBIM CUTYallUsIM.

3seposiep @yup [lom permma atum Boc-
[I0JIb30BATHCS, UTOOBI ITOIOCIAHHBIE UM areHThI-
IIPOBOKATOPHI 3aaJIM TAKHWE BOIIPOCHI, JIIO0OOH
OTBET HA KOTOphIe JIN00 YPOHUJI ABTOPUTET KOTA
B IVTa3ax Hapoja, JIM0O0 ITO3BOJIMII OOBSBUTE €T0
[MOJIUTUYECKUM IIPECTYITHIKOM.

B ogrom 3 ropogos k Yepuomy Koy, mmpo-
IUpasich CKBO3b ToJIIry, momorres Crapsrit Jluc.
OH crasaJi, uTo ero BHYYKY IPOJAJIU B OIUH U3
oopmeneit lobsmmmmannuu. Hammes mecars
CMEJIbYAKOB, KOTOPHIE C OPY’KHMEeM B PYKAaX Io-
TOBBI €€ CIIACTH OTTYyaa. VIM Hy’KHO BCEro JIKIIhb
omo0peHue KOoTa, ¢ HUM OHU CMEJIO BBIIIOJIHAT
3alyMaHHoe.

Yepuswiir Kot 3agymascsa. O MHOTO qymast
0 TOM, YTO HY’KHO KaK-TO CIIACTH 3BEPJIAHIOK,
[OIABIIUX B 3arpaHUYHOe PabCcTBO, HO METOI
‘\s:é emy He Hpasuica. Ogodpus ero, Jerko ObLIO 3a-
_Q“\J CJIYsKUTD CJIABY TEPPOPHCTA U MEKIYHAPOITHOIO
\
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to get a name of a terrorist and an inter-
national criminal (which was exactly the
hope of the theromorph, who had sent Old
Fox over). On the other hand, saying “Let
it stay this way — we need to put up with
it” was against his heart’s desire and very
different from what he was expected to. So
he said out loud:
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— I sympathize with you but this is a

;X complicated problem, the solution to which %-\48

k"/\\ differs from what you offer. We need to &\
N, . OO
/\, save ngt ]usF your granddaughter but all \0/\
=€;,g others in a similar situation. However, we %_\4%}

%\\ will be only able to do it after the return A
&  of Winged Lion. His strength will be suffi- 4
cient to save all those suffering abroad as \=

2258

slaves. Our own strength is tiny so far. If
we select the path you offered, we will be
announced criminals and executed.

Next time, some young Falcon ap-
proached Black Cat.
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/)\ — I am asniper, —said he. — One word S /Z\
=)X of yours and I will shoot Ancient Serpent. I cL-/\*(=
X know of a place with a wonderful view of his 2\
DKL . . . QA
/\' residence; he will be an easy target. \/\
=%>-§ Black Cat knew that Ancient Serpent }_/\43:
2> could not be shot or wiped out in any other g§
A : : S
N way. Even if that were possible, how could ¢/
IR - e SR
=)X one try and make something good using K*( ||
\2,\ methods of terror? Did he have to tell the /\E/
‘3: people about the invulnerability of Presi- 0:0,,*
6 : . ., &
[ dent as this could frighten many of them? Al
\),’“ Without the truth, victory is not possible. ‘-\\(/_
<'¢:$ — We are not terrorists, — said he out ‘:»:»

loud. — Everyone, who uses such methods, V:z;
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mpecTyIHuKa (Ha 9TO U HANEeaJICS II040C/IaBIINHA
Craporo Jluca sseposamiep). C opyroit cTOpoHEL,
CKAa3aTh, UYTO IIyCTh BCE TAK 1 OCTAETCS, UYTO HYy K-
HO CMUPHUTHCSA — OBLIO IIOIEPEK COBECTH KOTA K
COBCEM HE TeM, UTO OKHMOAJI OT HEro yCJIBIIIATD
Hapox. [TosTomy Beayx oH cxasaur:

— A cobonesuyo Bam. Ho arto crosxHas
mpobiieMa, KOTOPYIO HY»KHO PEIINTh He TAK, KaK
BHI IIpegiiaraere. Heo0Xoqumo cracT He TOJIb-
KO Ballly BHYYKY, HO U BCEX OCTAJIbHBIX, OKA-
3aBIIMXCSI B Takoi curyamuu. OgHAKO COeIaTh
9TO MBI CMOYKEM JIMIIb IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK B CTpa-
Hy BHOBBL BepHercsa Kpsouiateiii Jles. Ero cuin
Oymer IoCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI OCBOOOIUTE BCEX, KTO
My4daeTcs ceiiuac B pabcTBe B JaJIEKUX CTPAHAX.
Hamn sxe cunbl moxa odeHb Masibl. Keam MBl
HOMAEeM II0 IPEeIJIOKeHHOMY BaAMU IIyTH, TO HAC
IPOCTO OOBABAT IIPECTYIHUKAMU U YHUUTOMKAT.

B apyroit pas ¥k Yepuomy Koty momores
mosonoi Cokour.

— A cuainiep, — crasaJi ou. — Baie ciio-
BO, 1 g 3acTpenio JIpesHero ames. Mue ussect-
HO MECTO, ¢ KOTOPOT'0 OTKPBIBAETCS IPEKPACHBINA
0030p Ha ero pe3uIeHIINI0, OH CTAHET JIETKOMN
MUIIEHBIO.

Yepusrit Kot 3Has, uro JlpesHero ames He-
BO3MOSKHO HH 3aCTPEJIUTh, HA YHUUYTOXKHUTH Ka-
KuM-1m00 emre crocobom. Jla ecimm ObI 1 OBLIO
BO3MOSKHO — Pa3Be JOIIYCTUMO IIBITAThCSI YTO-TO
nobpoe cTpouTsh, Tpuberas k Teppopy? Y HyxHO
JIA TOBOPUTH HAPOLY O HEYSI3BUMOCTH IIPE3UIeH-
Ta, He HAILyraeT JIX 9T0 MHOrux? A 0e3 mpaBbl
HEBO3MOXKHA I100ea.

— Mgu1 He TEeppPOPHUCTHI, — BCIIYX CKAa3aJl
ou. — WM Bcarwmii, mpuberamommii K I0I00HBIM

4 P—N
)
()00 499860990 659046990 48999
N Q-”-’ > “ﬁ-" Q-“ S Q‘“-’ > Q-"/




is going to end like this. All comes back
in this world. We need to understand that
Ancient Serpent is immune to all attempts
to harm him. If we try what you offered we
will only increase his strength. Only Great
Emperor and Winged Lion, who received
His power from him, are able to imprison
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%“ Serpent so he could not rule us anymore. ’;}}\’
/\" For this, we have to change and become "/\
=;X worthy of Winged Lion’s rule. %-\48:

IR Muskrat Beaver made his third visit to &\
7{” Black Cat, one-on-one this time, and told ?O:zﬁ
=€;>% him that the transnational corporation, %\4}}

R which he represented, was prepared to ful- A

. . . . \)
‘::q? ly finance Cat’s presidential campaign as fo:,’
_/)\J his chances to win were substantial if ac- u(\_
w2 ied by a huge financial ¢ N
companied by a huge financial support.

X , . 2
N — You don’t understand one simple ?‘0‘/
[X2 thing, — smiled Black Cat. — This coun- )
=),n try is ruled by different laws. The choice “?=
% is dgne not through pieces of toilet paper /;f,s:,
/)\' put into a box but in the hearts of animal- ‘/(\
Ty> landers. We will have the kind of power we &
k:‘/i\ deserve. And it would be naive and silly to "}:,x

NS think that a common cat like me can really Y

|| V

rule the country. I can only achieve what
I feel is my mission. But I cannot provide
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7 X Animal Land with either happiness or with ?::i‘
=)X peace and safety. Only Winged Lion can do K*(}
\2,\ this and I am eagerly waiting for His ap- /‘\E/
‘*’5'/ pearance in the country so I could beg Him :,0,,*
\ for forgiveness and return to rule. Ny
G

At this moment, Winged Lion was
standing behind Black Cat and was bless- &

. . \\/,/
ing him. u49
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MeTogaM, FOTOBUT cebe TakoM ke KoHell. Bce
BO3BpAaIaercsa B 9ToM Mupe. MBI JOJKHBI I10-
HUMATh, YTO JIJIS BCEX MOITBITOK IPUIYUHUTE MY
Bpen Jlpesuuit ameit meysiaeum. llombrTka cre-
JIaTh TO, YTO THI MPEJJIOKUI, TOJIBKO YBEJIUIUT
ero cuibl. Jlume Besukuit Ummepatop u mosty-
yuBIIKH 0T Hero cuiay Kpburateiit Jles mmeror
BJIACTH 3aTOYUTH €TI0 B TEMHHUILY, YTOOBI OH 00JIh-
1re He TIpaBUJI Hamu. Ho 7151 9TOTO MBI TOJISKHBL
U3MEHUTHCS W CTAThb JOCTOMHBIMHU TOTO, YTOOBI
"amu npasui KpwraaTerit Jles.

B tpernit pas x Yepumomy Koty yske Ha-
enuHe 110/0111eJT BOOPOBBIXYX0JIb U CKa3aJi, 4To
TPaHCHAITMOHAJIBHAS KOPIIOPAIIUs, KOTOPYIO OH
IPeJICTABJISIET, TOTOBA MOJTHOCTHIO TTPOPUHAHCH-
poBaTh MPE3UAEHTCKYE BHIOOPHI KOTA, MMEIOIIe-
ro B CJIydae MOIIHON (PHMHAHCOBOM IIOOIEPIKKI
OoJIBIIIME IIIaHCHI Ha mobemy.

— BBr He moHmMaeTe TPOCTOM BeIH, —
yaeiouyscs Yepuorit Kor. — B aToit crpane meit-
CTBYIOT MHBIE 3aKOHBLI. BBIOOp coBepIlmaercst He
Ha OpOIIEHHBIX B YPHY KJIOYKAX TyaJIeTHOH 0y-
MAard, a B cepAriax 3BepJiauamnes. Mbl mosydaum
Ty BJIAaCTh, KOTOPOM mocToiubl. M mymarh, 9To
IPOCTON KOT BpOJie MEHs peasibHO MOIKeT mpa-
BUTH CTPAHOM — HAWBHO U TJIYTIO. {1 MOTY JIUATIb
BBITIOJTHSTH TO, B YeM UYYBCTBYIO CBO€ IIpeJIHA-
3nauyenne. Ho a me Mory gaTh HU cUacThsd, HUA
MHUpa U 0e30IIaCHOCTH 3BEPJIAHIUN. OTO MOKET
cresiaTh TObKO Kpbutaterit Jles, mosiBiieHms
KOTOPOTO B CTPAHE I C HEeTePIIEHUEM KTy, YTOOBI
JIMYHO TIOTIPOCUTH y HEro IPOCTUTH MEHSI U Bep-
HYTBCSI IPABUTD HAIIIEH CTPaHO!

A Kproutaterit JleB B a10 BpeMs cTosi 3a
crimuoit Yepuoro Kora u 6yrarocsiossisi ero.
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THE RETURN OF THE TSAR

By the end of Ancient Serpent’s presiden-
tial term, so many animal-landers received

228K
ZES

) N
7::0? the protection of Winged Lion that Black Cat ?O:iﬁ
1K) could insist on the new election to be held in e ALl

) the same square, where the exile of Tsar took {
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9 place. Hun Potz tried to prove that it would be
_/)‘\J unworkable de jure but even Ancient Serpent
_):’ did not listen to him. Animal-landers had to "f(
/kf/: make their choice once again but this time no- i?,s‘,
/;\ ?  Dbody could stand in their way. \ /Z\
=€)*% Once again, a large platform was built; %\4(}
k:{/: this time only two were standing there — {3
NS Black Cat and Ancient Serpent. The square
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seemed to be filled with all the people of Ani-
mal land, which was actually not densely
populated. However, it was not possible to get
through in the square and adjoining blocks
— scores of thousands of animal-landers
were standing there squeezed up against one
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A another and waiting for their future to be u(}
® decided. &
k:o/i\ President was the first to address the &R
W  people. The magic power of his eyes weak-
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ened though he could still excite nondescript
horror.
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<) . . ”&\O
/ \ — Can it be true that you all think I was \0/\
=€¢J a bad ruler for this country? Can it be true L4(3=
)R O\
\/‘\ that there are people, who have no fear to /‘\/
J&L  become my outright enemies? Can it be true XX
N2 ) . 7
[[{\s that you don’t know what I do to my enemies? T\
_\),’“ — hissed he. )]
<'.:‘ Here Black Cat interrupted him without ‘:,:.
()

fear:
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RO3RPANICHHE
roGYaapd

MOMEHTY OKOHYAHUS IIPE3UIEHTCKOTO
cpoka JlpeBHEro 3mMes CTOJIBKO 3BEPJIAH/IIIEB TI0-
ayuwmiu 3amuty Kpsutatoro JIesa, uro YepHbIit
Kot cmor HacTosaATsh, 4T0OBI BEIOOPHI IIPE3UAEHTA
IIPOIILJIM HAa TOM Ke ILJIOIIAH, Tle COBEPIINIIOCH
uaraanue [lapsa. @yus [lorr mertasics moxkasarTs,
YTO ¢ IPUAAYECKON TOUKU 3PEHHUs 9TO IIOJIHO-
CTHIO HECOCTOSITeJIbHO, HO Jaske JIpeBHUI 3Meit
orMaxHyJicsi or Hero. JHurtenu 3Bepianguu
IIOJIFKHBI OBLJIM BHOBB CEJIATh CBOM BBIOOP, HO
Temepb HUKTO He MOT UM IIOMEIIaTh.

OmATh OBLII COOPYKEH OOJIBIITON ITOMOCT, Ha
KOTOPOM B 3TOT pa3 CTOSIJIN TOJIBKO JIBoe — dep-
moii Kot u Jlpesumit ameit. Kaszasmoch, uto Ha
IJIONIAIb CTOJIMITHI HPHUIILINA BCE YKUTEJIN CTPa-
HBI, B 00II[eM-TO, HE O4eHb I'ycToHacesieHHon. Ho
ceMvac Ha IJIOMIATH ¥ B HECKOJIBKUX KBAPTAJIax
OT Hee HEBO3MOKHO OBLIO IPOUTH — JECATKU
TBICAY 3BEPJIAHJIEB CTOSJIM, TECHO IIPHUKAB-
IIUCh APYT K APYTY, U SKIAJH, KAKONU OyIer mx
masbHeHnnas cyanoa.

[TepBBIM K Hapomy 00paTHJICS IIPE3UICHT.
Maruueckas cuiia ero riias ocsadesia, HO B3TJIST
ellle MOT BBI3BIBATH HEOIIMCYEMBIH yiKAac.

— Tax HeysKen BCce CUMTAIOT, UTO S IIJIOXO
mpaBuJI oTol crpaumoit? Heysxesn ecth Te, KTO He
0ouTcst OTKPBITO cTaTh MmouM Bparom? Heyskesun
BBl HE 3HaeTe, KaK s IMOCTYIIal CO CBOMMU Bpa-
raMu’? — IITUIeJI OH.
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— Same as you do to your friends. No
¢ bullying — the time has come for everyone to
make his choice. And I suggest that we should
not elect new President but that we should all
fall on our knees and beg Winged Lion to for-
give us and to become our Tsar again.

Inexpressible noise and uproar started
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%“ — 1t was produced by goblins and pygmy di- ’;}}\’
/\' nosaurs. But Cat ignored it and fell on his ‘/\
=;X knees; he was followed by more than a half %—é}}
& of those in the square. In their name, he ap- @\
7{” pealed to Winged Lion. ?O:zﬁ
=€;>_% The latter was standing right next to %\4}}
R Black Cat — invisible for all but protective 9§
X  for those addressing Him. And when the un-
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coordinated plea of thousands of voices rose
in the air, the animal-landers finally saw
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) Winged Lion. Ancient Serpent saw Him too. %
/‘ He was forceless against this rival and could \/\
LUINS . g e ALl
_&7 only look at him with hatred. “:(3_
%ﬁ And Winged Lion addressed the people: /;f,s‘,
/;\ 7 — I am happy that you have changed, my < /Z\
=)X children. You had to go though numerous tries cL-/\*( i

¢ and ordeals to learn to treasure what you had. Y

& , e

WY So many did not make it! How many are those
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enslaved in other countries? But many of the for-
mer are now in the chambers of Great Emperor
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7\ and the latter became free today for thanks to ?szﬁ
1 )X your prayer I got the power to help them. K*( ||
\2, A With these words, the sky seemed to be 4 {/
‘3: covered with a huge cloud. Those were hun- 0:0,,*
{5 dredsof mighty eagles carrying on their backs g\
_\),n former slaves from Goblinland, Beastland, r\\(/—
<:¢:$ and Leprechaunia who had been set free. So ‘:o:v

much joy their relatives had!
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Ho Yepnsrit Kot cmesno mepedus ero:

— Tax e, xkax u c gpyabamu. Ceigac
He BpeMs JJis 3alyTUBAHUMN, MPHUIILIO BpeMs
KaskIOMy caeiaTh cBO¥ BBIOOp. U a mpemiia-
raim CeroJHs He BbIOMPATh HOBOTO IIPE3UJIeH-
Ta, a BCTAaThb BCEM HA KOJIEHW U IIOMPOCUTH
Kpsrnaroro JIbBa mpocTUTh Hac ¥ BHOBB CTATh
HAIIUM I[apeM.

[Mogusica HeomuCcyeMBIN IIIyM W TBAJIT,
KOTOPBIN YCTPOWUIM TOOJUHBI U KaPJIUKOBHIE
nuHOo3aBpel. OHAKO KOT, HeB3Wpas Ha aTo,
OTIYCTHUJICS HA KOJIEHU; ero MPpUMepy MOCIe 0-
Basu OoJiee IMOJOBUHB! coOpaBInuxca. M ot ux
WMeHU OH Bo33Bas K Kpreinaromy JIbBy.

A tor crosin psagom ¢ Yepusim Kotowm, He-
BUIUMBIH JJIsI BCeX, HO 00eperaoninii Tex, KTo
K Hemy obOparmiica. VI wkorma pasjgasiach He-
CTPOHAS MOJIB0A THICSY TOJIOCOB, 3BEPJIAHIIIH
yBumesiu, HakoHerr, Kpsruraroro JIbsa. YBumen
ero u JIpesuuit ameii. Ou ObLI GeccuiieH IIPoO-
THUB 9TOTO COTEPHUKA U MOT TOJBKO MOJYa C
HEHaBUCTHIO CMOTPETH HA HETO.

A Kpwurareiit JIes obpaTuiicst K Hapomay:

— { pax Tomy, 4TO BB U3MEHUJIUCH, Jie-
TH Mou. BaM mIpUIIIOCh TPOUTH Yepe3 MHOTHE
UCITBITAHUS U JIUIIIEHUS, YTOOBI BBl HAYYHUJIUCH
IeHUTH TO, uyTo mMeere. CKOIBKO TeX, KTO He
JIOKHJI JTO CeTOIHSANIHEro THsa! A CKOJIBKO Tex,
KTO TOMHTCSI B pabcTBe B uys:kmx crpamax! Ho
MHOTHX U3 mepBbix Besmkwuit MMmmepartop 3a-
Opau B cBou Ueproru, a BTOpbie CETOTHS CTAIIN
CBOOOIHBIMH, IIOTOMY YTO OJaromaps Balllen
MOJIUTBE $ TIOJIyYUJI BJIACTh IIOMOYb HM.

[Tpu aTmx cioBax CJIOBHO Tyda HAKPHLIA
He00. DT0 COTHM OTPOMHBIX OPJIOB IIPUHECIN HA
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Then Winged Lion addressed those, who

A
¢ used to support Ancient Serpent: ?:0‘\

— I am offering you a choice between stay-
ing here abiding by my laws or moving to those
countries, whose laws you understand better.

The majority of leprechauns, goblins,

9

'/, O
QY&

~—1

Y,
=;X mutants, dinosaurs, theromorphs, crocodiles, %‘\48\‘
%“ and rats decided to emigrate. They were al- ’;}}\’
/\" lowed to take all their savings with them "/\
=;X and even sell their homes or receive financial %—é}}
k"/\\ compensation from the state; but they had to 4§
7~:” leave the country in three days’ time as es- ?‘:’K
=€;,g corted by mighty eagles. Those, who decided %_\4%}

R to stay, wanted to try and alter and to begin a A
7\3? new life — not in constant anger and fear but ?‘:’K
Iy 1in peace and joy. e A\

&; — You are starting a new life, — Winged 2(}
% Lion addressed the animal-landers. — You ?:oio
/g);_) will forget about hunger, need, and nasty ill- u’(}\
TV® nesses, about crimes and fear. For this, you T
%ﬁ will also have to forget about the vices that ﬁs‘,
/;\" possessed you — and this is going to be very ‘OIZ\
=)X hard. But it is necessary as there might be no ?—(ﬁ}
k,:,/i\ third chance to start all over again. "):,x’
/\" Then Tsar turned to Ancient Serpent: \‘/\
=€;§g = Once again, we are having the only (&/\43:
kr‘/j political offender, aren’t we? A
7{0’ — Can I also leave for another country? %:,ﬁ
=)X — asked Serpent. K*(}
\2,\ — No, as both you and I are tied with /{/
“"s'/ Animal Land — and you know it. You could :;’,,*
[[§75 have left when you were President; now you i\
_\),n will become a prisoner again. And I will set "\\(/_
<'¢:$ free many of those, whom you imprisoned for ‘:.:.

far-fetched crimes.
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CBOUX CIMHAX OCBOOOMKIEHHBIX UMK B ['00JIMH-
nauanu, Crorocrpannu u Jlenpexkornnu pados-
3Bepianaies. CKOIBKO TYT pagoCcTH OBLIO Y UX
pPOIHBIX!

Barem Kpouratoiin Jles oOpartuics K Tem,
KTO monmepskuBaJt JlpesHero ames:

— A marpo BaMm BBIOOP — OCTATBCS KHUTH
3Iech II0 MOMM 3aKOHAaM HJIHM IepedpaThCs B Te
CTpPaHBI, T'e IapsaT 3aKOHBI, 0oJiee IIOHSTHBIE
BaM.

BonpmueCcTBO JIeIPEeKOHOB, TOOJIMHOB, MY -
TAHTOB, IUHO3aBPOB, 3BEPOSIIEPOB, KPOKOIM-
JIOB M KPBIC PEIININ CTATh aMHUrpaHTaMu. Vim
paspeleHo OBLIIO B3ATh BCE CBOM COEPEKeHUs,
B TOM YHCJI€ IIPOIAaTh IOMAa KJIM IIOJIYYUTH 3a
HHUX [JEeHEKHYI0 KOMIIEHCAIIUIO OT IOCyIapCTBa,
HO II0JI KOHBOEM OIPOMHBIX OPJIOB OHHU JOJIMKHBI
OBLIM B TPEXOHEBHBIN CPOK MOKMHYTH CTPAHY.
Te ke, koTOopble OCTAJNCH, 3aXOTEJIH IIOIPO-
0oBaTh, KaK MOYKHO IIOJIHOCTBHIO M3MEHUTHCS U
JKUTH II0-HOBOMY — HE€ B IIOCTOSIHHBIX 3J100€ 1
crpaxe, a B CHOKOMCTBUM W PAJOCTH.

— V Bac HaymHAETCs HOBAsl KHU3HBb, —
obparunca Kpounartoiii JleB k 3BepiaaHmmam.
— Ber 3a0ymere o rosome, Hy:Koe M TSIKEJIBIX
0osie3HAX, 0 IIpecTyIrHOCTH u crpaxe. Ho mus
9TOr0 BHI JIOJI3KHEL OyeTe 3a0bITh M O CBOUX II0-
POKax, KOTOPHLIE OBJIAMEJM BAMI, & 9TO OyIeT
oueHb cJIoxkHO. Ho cmemaTs aT0 HeoOXOmMMO,
IIOTOMY YTO TPEThEro IaHca HavyaTh BCe CHava-
J1a MOYKeT He OBITh.

[Torom Ilaps moBepuysics & JIpeBuemy
3Mer0:

— V Hac ongTh IOABUTCS €IUHCTBEHHBIN
TIOJTUTHYECKUH 3aKJIIOUeHHBIN.
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After this, Winged Lion intently looked
at Black Cat, who shrunk and lowered his
head at this look.

— There now, — said Tsar in a friend-
ly tone. — Yes, you have caused many dis-
asters in this country but you have also
worked for its salvation. So I am not scold-
ing you. Moreover, the country is different
now and it needs its Prime Minister. You
have had this experience, haven’t you? By
the way, the presidential palace seems to
be of no use now — I am not used to this
kind of lodging while Yellow Cat will be
happy as she has always dreamt of a pal-
ace, hasn’t she?

Winged Lion searchingly looked at
Black Cat and his wife, who came out of the
crowd and stood next to her husband when
addressed to.

— I do not want any power, all I want
is to serve the people again — just like I
did when being Deputy Governor under
Tiger, — said Black Cat. — That is why I
don’t need the palace; I should not revel
in my grandeur but be with those, whose
life is hard. However, my wife should have
her say as it is she, who was offered the
palace...

But Yellow Cat embraced Winged Lion
and cried:

— Why would we need this palace
when we have peace and happiness in our
hearts! Well, a three-storied house instead
of our current hut would not harm but this
is not the reason for being!
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— CIPOCHJI TOT.
— Her, moToMy 4TO ¥ THI U ST CBSI3AHBI CO
3Bepiauauei, TH e 3HAeIrb aTo. Tl MOT yii-
TH, TTOKa OBIJT IPE3UTeHTOM, HO ceifuac OmsTh
CTaHeIlb Y3HUKOM. A OUYeHb MHOTUX W3 TeX,
KOT'0 THI OPOCHMJI B TEMHWUIILI 34 HaJIyMaHHbIE
MIPECTYILJIEHUSI, I CEeTOIHS ke 0CBOOOIKY.

[Tocme aroro Kpermarerit Jles mpucrais-
HOo mocMmoTpesn Ha Yepmoro Kora. Tor cHuk
IIOJT €r0 B30POM M HHU3KO OIIYCTUJI TOJIOBY.

— Hy, momHO Tebe, — Apy:KecKu cKasal
emy Ilaps. — Jla, THI cTAJl BHHOBHUKOM MHO-
rux OeJCTBUM B 9TOM CTpaHe, HO THI sKe MOCJIY-
KU U ee criaceHuio. IlosTomy g He Oyay Tebs
pyratb. Bosee Toro: ctrpama npyrasi, Temephb B
Hell HyKeH IpeMbep-MUHUCTP. ThHl Begb yike
HMeelllb ONBIT II0J00HOM paboThl, He IIpaBia
au? K Tomy ke mpesumeHTCKUHN JBOpel Te-
mepb CTaJl Kak Obl HM K 4yeMy — s He IpH-
BHIK K TakuMm sxuiummam, a fearas Komka
OymeT MOBOJIBHA, OHA BEIb BCET/a MeuTaja o
nsopie?

Kpsrnareiit JIeB ucusITymome cMoTpes Ha
KOTa W Ha ero ’KeHy, KoTopas, Kormga oH 006-
paTuics K Hel, BBINIJIA W3 TOJMIBI W BCTAJA
PAIOM C MY3KEM.

— § He xouy BJIACTH, S X0YY TOJBKO
BHOBB CIIYKHUTH HAPOIY, KaK JeJiajl 9To, KOr-
na 0bLT 3amectuTesieM rybepuarTopa Turpa, —
crkaszais Yepusiit Kor. — [TosTomy mue gBoperr
He HY’KeH, 5 JI0JKeH He YIIUBAThCSI CBOUM Be-
JIudueM, a OBITh PSAJOM C TEMH, KOMY TPYIHO.
Brpouem, Mos skeHa JOJIMKHA ellle BHICKa3aTh-
CsI, BEJIb 9TO €M JBOPeIl IPeII0MKUIIH. . .

X2 7( 2 ICLKLZ2I
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Tsar laughed heartily:
KL — I believe that a three— or even four- <X
storied house for Prime Minister is not luxury
but a sign of his status. Did you want to ask
me something? — He addressed Black Cat as
He saw that something was disturbing him.

— Well, I don’t know...— hesitated Cat.
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%“ — If I am Prime Minister, may I wear a wig ’;}}\’
Q . %,
/\ 2 and a camisole? \7 \
=;X — Yes, of course, — answered Winged %—é}}
& Lion and laughed even more merrily. 2N
7{” — Well, if not, I am not insisting, — ?O:zﬁ
=€;,g Black Cat got completely ill at ease. %48:
R And Tsar continued laughing. In front A
& of Him, again were His sweet animal-landers Q94
— sincere and funny with their drawbacks \=

2258

— but loving and true and ready to overcome
their utmost desires if necessary. And happi-
ness settled in Animal Land again.
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Ho #Henraa Komrka obusima KpsuraToro
JIpBa u 3ammaxasa:

— 3aueM HaM IBOpeIl, KOrga B HaIIlen
myine ects Mmup u cuactbe! Ilpasmoa, Tpexoras-
HBIA JOM BMECTO XHMOaphl, B KOTOPOM MBI 3KI-
BeM, He IIoMeIlaJ Obl, HO BeOb He B dTOM JKe
CMBICJI SKA3HU!

[Taps Becesio 3acmestyics:

— f gymaro, 4To yix Tpex HUIIH Jake YeThI-
PEeXoTaKHBIA JOM I/ HpeMbep-MUHHUCTPA —
9TO HEe POCKOIIb, 4 CBHUIETEJIHLCTBO €ro CTaTy-
ca. Tl 4T0-TO XOTEJI CIIPpOCUTH? — 00paTHUIICA
ou k¥ Yepuomy Kory, yBumes, 4To ero 4ro-to
MydYaer.

— He 3nmamn gaske... — 3amsiics TOT. —
Ecau a 0yny mpemMbep-MHHHCTPOM, TO MOYKHO
s Oyoy HOCUTh HAPUK U KaM30JI?

— Hy, xomeuno, — orserms Kpreraarsiit
JleB u 3acmesiyica ele Becelee.

— Her, ecnu Henb3ss, g ke He Hacrau-
BAl0, — COBCEM CTYIIIeBAJICA KOT.

A Tlaps npomosmxan cmesarbesd. l[lepen
HUM OBLIM BHOBBL €0 MUJIbIE 3BEPJIAHIIEI —
HCKpeHNne W 3a0aBHBIE B CBOMX HEIOCTATKAX,
HO J00dIMre W BepHbIe, T'OTOBLIE IIPEOHO0JIe-
BAThb CBOM CAMBIE CUJIbHBIE JKEJIAHUI, €CJIA 9TO
Oymer meobOxommmo. M B 3Bepiauguy BHOBBL
BOIIAPMJIOCH CUACTHE.
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AUTHOR'S NOTE

C. S. Lewis, a known Christian author
and philosopher so explained his choice of a

290K
ZES

XX fairy tale for quite a number of his world- XWX
\‘ [13 ‘/
/\' famous books, “... they seemed to demand ‘/\
=; no love interest and no close psychology. But ?-\4%}

the Form which excludes these things is the
fairy tale. And the moment I thought of that
I fell in love with the Form itself: its brev-
ity, its severe restraints on description, its
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7\ flexible traditionalism, its inflexible hostil-

{)5_, ity to all analysis, digression, reflections and %}
2,//: ‘gas’... [the Fantastic or Mythical] has the ::f
:‘:’ [same] power: to generalize while remaining X

R
“'I
[ V

concrete, to present in palpable form not con-
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N )vc </
oS

cepts or even experiences but whole classes \
/'.f: of experience, and to throw off irrelevancies.” @*.
/;\' I will not find better words when try- "Z\
=)X ing to explain why, too, I have chosen this cL‘\/*(=
%“ genre. I have decided to write about what I "}:,\’
O . « . ” . )
/\' meant in my “Black Pygmy Tiger” fairy tale ‘/\
=;X because its perception by the first readers %-(4%}
& varied significantly. Its characters call for 4
X% some explanation.
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Winged Lion in the Guarding Angel of
the country, Ancient Serpent is the demon

2

SIS
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9 \ torturing it. Their power depends on which f:f:’
=/)\_, side the people of the country take. Great %\=
\),n Emperor is not explicated; this is an ele- (\\(/
<:\¢:$ ment of apothatic theology as it is not clear ‘},:»
)‘:’) whether he stands for God or simply some :’(
T2 higher Angel. Others — people, talking ani- &(Jj
\"0‘ mals, leprechauns, and goblins — represent ’0\/
e Q’ ’ ’ “Q, >

A
CZ
K

=

different kinds of people.
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0T ARTOPA

WsBecTHBI XPUCTHAHCKUM IIHCATEH |
dmmocod K. C.JIpronc Tax 00bsACHSI, II0YEMY OH
BBIOPAJI CKA3KM B KadecTBe POPMBI JJIS I1€JI0T0
IIAKJIA er0 KHUT, [OJIYYHUBIITNX MAPOBYIO H3BECT-
HOCTL: «B Heil He OBLJIIO HU CJIOMKHBIX XapakTe-
poB, HU JI000BHBIX JuHUN. JKaHp, B KOoTOpOM
BCE 9TO OTCYTCTBYeT, — CKas3ka. M Kak TOJIBKO
s1 TIOHSLJI 9TO, s1 moJriobmt camy Dopmy: ee Kpa-
TKOCTb, CTPOTYIO CHEpP:KAHHOCTH OIMCAHUM, ee
ruOKme TPaguIlid, ee HEeIPUMHPUMOCTh KO
BCAKOMY aHAJU3Y, K OTCTYILICHUAM, PACCYIKIe-
HUAM U npodein bosroBHe. Crasku 0000IIAOT,
0CTaBAasCh B TO K€ BpPeMs KOHKPETHBIMH; IIPe/I-
CTaBJIAIOT B OCs3aeMOi (popme He IIOHATUSA, a
[eJIble KJIACCHI TMOHATHUH, OHM W30aBJIAIOT OT
HecooOpa3HoCTen».

Jlyurre ckasaTh 0 TOM, IIOYEMY U s TaAKiKe
OCTAHOBHUJICS HA 9TOM sKaHpe, s He cMory. {1 pe-
[IIHJI HAIIACATh, YTO CAM BKJIAIBIBAJI B CKA3KY
«HepHBI KapJIUKOBBIA TUTP», IIOTOMY YTO BOC-
OPUATHE ee IMePBBIMU YATATEJIAMU ObLIIO OYEHD
pasabiM. OOpasbl, KOTOPBIE TIOSABJISIOTCS B Hel,
TPeOYIOT HEKOTOPOTO ITOSCHEeHMUS.

Kpeurateiii JIeB — Auresi-xpasauress crpa-
Hbl, JlpeBHUIT 3Melt — [AeMOH, MydJaloIluil aTy
crpany. Mx BiacTh B cTpaHe 3aBUCHAT OT TOTO,
B KAKyI0 CTOPOHY YKJIOHSIOTCS "KUTEJIN CTPAHBL.
Besmmkuit Ummeparop He moKa3bpIBAeTCsI, B 9TOM
€CTh 9JIeMeHT amoaTHUKM, HEITOHSATHO, MMeeT-
csi B BUAy Bor mim ke mmpocTo 0osiee BBICIIHUHA
Amnresi. OcrayibHbIE: JIIOIHM, TOBOPSIIHE 3BEPH,
JIETIPEKOHBI ¥ TOOJIMHBI — IIOKA3BIBAIOT Pa3HbIe
THUIILI JIIOJEH.
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k\\ There is a certain parallelism with Rus-
‘:‘:? sian history, in particular, with the 1917 ab- <X
/ dication of the Russian emperor. Back then,
there were people who thought that every-
thing would be just perfect as soon as mon-
archy ceased in Russia. They replaced the
people’s will with their private one think-
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%“ ing they knew better. In reality, it was the ’;}}\’
/\" beginning of a new period of the country’s "/\
5 ;X suffering. %-\48:
k"/\\ Black Cat is a complicated character. At &\

7~:” the beginning of the fairy tale he has certain ?‘:’K
=€;,g traits of an honest state official, who at some %_\4%}
%\\ point got gttracted by mere gewgawry though A

7{& he was naive and believed that changes would &:,‘
Ny lead to a better life. As he moves this way, A
&/: Black Cat starts to consider reforms being 2(}
% good as such. Governor Tiger, who died of sor- é}‘:»
/{&J row, is a symbol of all the noble there was in u’%\
W@ imperial Russia — state leaders, who truly &7
%ﬁ loved their motherland and who did not sur- z}:s‘,
/;\" vive the betrayal of those whom they trusted. “/\
=)X Leprechauns and goblins around Black Cat %—(*%}
k,:,/i\ show who exactly stands behind revolutions "}:,x’
/\" but they cannot receive the power for the \‘/\
=%>-§ take-over. For this, they need Black Cat, who }_/\43:
k"/j used to have power and authority in the for- X

7{0’ mer world. Isn’t it symbolic that it is Cat, who %:,ﬁ
=)X has to set Ancient Serpent free? K*(}
\2, A Further on, the life of our characters /‘{/
‘*’5'/ starts resembling today’s Russia or post-war \f,’,,’
[[{5 America, and many other countries. Social )
—\)’n wrongdoings and crimes grow in numbers as r\\(/—
NS animal-landers move closer to the evil; they ‘:o:v
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become the slaves of Ancient Serpent. Vi}
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Ecre mapasnmenn ¢ pycckoit mcropuei, B
YaCTHOCTH, C OTPEUYEHUEeM HMIIepaTopa OT Ipe-
crosia B 1917 romy. Torma Toske ObLIM Te, KTO
cumTasI, 4YTo, KaK TOJBKO Poccusi mepecraHer
OBITH MOHApPXWEW, BCe cpa3y CTAHET IIpeKpac-
Ho. CBOIO YaCTHYIO BOJIIO OHHU CTABUJIA HA MECTO
BOJIM Hapoma, Iojiarasi, YTo UM IOHSITHEe, KaK
«iydrre». B peasbHOCTH &€ 9TO CTAJI0 HAYAJIOM
HOBOTO TI€PHUO/Ia CTPAIaHUI CTPAHEI.

Yepusrit Kor — crosxkubIll mepconask. B
HavaJle CKa3KH OH MMeeT KaKHe-TO YePThI YeCT-
HOTO TOCYJIAapPCTBEHHOTO CJIYKAIIEro, Ha OIpe-
IeJIEHHOM JTalle IIPeJIbCTUBIIErocs BHEIIHEeHN
MUIIIYPOM, HO IIOKA eIlle HAWMBHOI'O, CUUTAIOIIE-
ro, 4ro OT IIpeobOpasoBammii Oymer Jryurre. Ilo
Mepe mIaroB B 9Ty cropoHy Yepmseri Hor Ha-
YUHAET CYUTATh, YTO IPeo0Pa30BAHUS HYIKHBI
camMu 10 cebe. YMepIuil OT Topsi TyoepHATOp
Turp — cumBoJI Bcero 06JIarOPOIHOIO0, YTO OBLIO
B MMmmepartopckoii Poccuu, — rocymapcrBeHHBIX
IesiTesIel, Io-HacTosIeMy Jroousimnx Poauny,
KOTOphIE HE MEePEe:KMIN IIPeIaTesIbCTBA TEeX, B
KOM OBLIH yBepeHBI. JIeIpeKoHBI W TOOJIMHEI,
okpy:xkatomniue Yepuoro Kora, mokassBaioT, KTo
HMEHHO CTOHUT 32 PEBOJIIOLIMAMI, HO CAMHM MM
He JaeTcst BJIACTD JIJIs COBEPIIIeHUs ITIePeBopoTa.
WM myxen miia sroro Yepnniin Kor, uMmesimia
BJIACTH M ABTOPUTET B IIpeskHeM mwupe. Cum-
BOJIMYHO, YTO MMEHHO KOT JIOJI?KEH OCBOOOIUTH
JlpeBHero ames.

Jlambine sKM3HL repoeB CKAa3KU CTAHOBUT-
CsI 4eM-TO IIOXO0ka HA KU3Hb B COBPEMEHHON
Poccun minm mocieBoeHHO AMepuKe, BO MHO-
rux apyrux crpaHax. ColmajbHBIE IIOPOKH K
IPECTYILICHUsT MHOKATCS II0 Mepe YIAJIeHMS
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k\\ The choice between the good and the
\":? evil is set against the choice between politi-
/ cal leaders. In the book, this is accented by
some characters’ utterances and by the elec-
toral law being written on a roll of toilet pa-
per (scroll). It is also shown that the choice
in favor of Ancient Serpent looks easier and
safer at first but then leads to a lot of suf-
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fering while choosing Winged Lion seems

;X dangerfous and impossible but turns out easy %-\48

&2 and safe. AN
7:&’, Black Cat, who released Ancient Ser- ?:f,‘
=€;’g pent, does pot accepfc a ghange of. his.inner %_\4%}

s  self from him — a fictitious turning into a = 4§
‘:&2 tiger; however, he does accept a new name f:’i’
_/)\\_, and with it, he goes throughout the entire 4\_
_);: reprobate period of his life. :j ]
% His life and the life of Yellow Cat at this é}‘:o
_/)‘\J time are the same as the life of common peo- u’(\
_),n ple suffering from various things; the one, (]
%ﬁ who creates history, actually has common ﬁs‘,
/;\" problems too. On the other hand, depicted is “/\
=)X the way from the good to the evil and back %—(*%}
k,:{i\ again, it is exemplified in a certain person; "}:,\’
/\" accented is the meaning of a personality for \‘/\
=€;;g historical process. One convert helps in con- (&/\43:
kr‘/j verting others and then facilitates changes X
7{0’ in the life of entire country. %:,ﬁ
=%X Two fac.ts are important: Yellow Cat K‘%}
\/‘\ asks for a big house and Black Cat — for /‘\/
‘\‘:Q, a wig and camisole; they prove that even \f,:,,’
N5 upon reaching a certain degree of spiritual A\
\),’“ growth, a human does not eliminate some ‘-\\(/
<'¢:$ deficiencies of his nature. Another fact — ‘:o,\

Winged Lion does not deny them what they
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JKATEJIell CTPaHbI B CTOPOHY I'pexa, OHH CTaHO-
BsaTcs pabamu JlpeBHero 3ames.

IIpormBoriocTaBigeTcss IIOAJIMHHBIA BBI-
0op Meskay mOOPOM M 3JIOM BBIOOPY TOrO MJIK
HMHOTO IIOJIMTUYECKOr0 JIHaepa. XyIoKeCTBEHHO
9TO IIOTUYEPKUBAETCS M HEKOTOPLIMHU BBICKA3BI-
BaHMAMI IepoeB, M TeM, YTO BBEIOOPHOE 3aKO-
HOATEJILCTBO HAIMCAHO HA PYJIOHE TyaJIeTHON
oOymaru (cBurke). IlokasweiBaercs, 4To BBIOOD
JKHATEJIe CTPaHbl B 10163y JlpeBHero amest BHA-
yajie KaskeTcs 0ojiee JIETKMM 1 0e30IIaCHBIM,
HO obopadymBaeTcssi MHOKECTBOM CTPaIaHMI,
a BEIOOP B mosb3y Kpeimaroro JIsBa BHauase
Ka’KeTCsI OIACHBIM M HEBO3MOKHBIM, a OKa3bIBa-
€TCsI IIPOCTBIM M 0€30I1aCHBIM.

Yepusiit Kor, ocsobommsmmit JIpesuero
3Mesi, He IIPUHHUMAET OT Hero M3MeHEeHMUsI CBOeH
CYIIIHOCTA — MHMMOI'O IIPEBPAIleHUs B TUTPA,
HO OH IIPUHHMAET OT HEero HOBOE UMsI, C KOTOPBIM
HIET Yepes3 Bech IMepHuo CBOeH KM3HU BO I'pexe.

Ero susus u susas Henroit Komku aroro
mepruoga — KU3HBb OOBIYHBIX JIOIEH, MyYHMMBIX
PasHBIMHA 00CTOSTEILCTBAMI; BeIb TOT, KTO BEp-
IIIAT WCTOPHUIO, B CYIIHOCTH, MMEET CBOMCTBEH-
HEBIe BceM mpobiieMbl. C Opyroil CTOPOHBI, IIPO-
CJIE’KMBAETCA MYTh OT J100pa KO 3JIy ¥ 00paTHO
Ha IIpUMepe KOHKPETHOM JIMYHOCTH; IIOJUEePKI-
BaeTCd 3HAYEeHNUe JIMYHOCTH JIJIsI ICTOPHYECKOr0
mporiecca. OauH 00paTUBIITHUICS TTOMOTaeT oopa-
IIEHWI0 MHOTHX APYIHUX, a 3aTeM CII0COOCTBYeT
M3MEHEHMUIO KI3HU BCEH CTpaHBbL.

To, uTO KOIIKA B KOHIIE IIPOCUT OOJILIIOHN
IIOM, a KOT — IapHUK U KaM30JI, IOKAa3bIBAET, UTO,
Jaske JOCTUTHYB OIIPeIeJIEHHBIX CTyIIeHEeH Iy-
XOBHOI'0 COBEPIIEHCTBA, YEJIOBEK He H3KHBAET
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I would like to sum it all up with the

words of C. S. Lewis, “...

<
&
VvV

ask for — means that things like these are

not bad in abstracto. However, as soon as
the time of trial is over, this leads to other

challenges...

tale] can do more; it can give us experiences
we have never had and thus, instead of ‘com-
menting on life’, can add to it. I am speaking,

of course, about the thing itself, not my own

attempts at it.
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N o, uro Kpsuiatsr
0 KaK TOJBKO IIepHoJ HCHBITAHUU 3aKaH4U-

JleB He oTka3bIBaeT UM B 9TOM, T'OBOPHUT O TOM,
9TO IIPHMBOOUT K CBOEro pomga HOBBIM

HCIIBITAHUAM...
3aKOHUHUTE II0CJIECTIOBYE XOTEeJIOCh OBl TaK-

sxe caoBamu K. C. JIsouca: «B umease crkaska

KU 4eJI0BEK €CTh JIOKBY.
nosHee. KoHeuwo, s roBopio 0 :xaHpe BOOOIIE,

KN He «KOMMEHTHPYIOT XKH3HBb», a OeJIaloT eé
a He 0 MOMX COOCTBEHHBIX KHUT'AX).

MOKET JaTh maske Oosiblie. Biaromapst e mMbI
nprobpeTaeM HOBBIM OIBIT, IIOTOMY YTO CKa3-

YTO TOMOOHBIE BEIMM HEIJIOXM caMH IIo cebe.

H

B cebe HECOBEPIIEHCTB CBOEH MPUPOIBL: «BCS-

BaeTcs,
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AJIEKCAHIPOBUY
OENOTOB

IIpodgeccop NUsa-
HOBCKOro duamuana
HUucruryra ynpasie-
Hua (r. ApXaHTeIbCK).
Penurunosen. loxrop

HNCTOPHUYECKHUX Ha-
YK, KaHgumaTrT O0oro-
CJIOBHS. Axkanemux

MemxmagyHmapoagHOI

Axanemuun Hayk. YiaeH-xkoppecmnoHmgeHT
Poccuiickoui Axanemun EcrecrBosnanusa
(PAE). 3aciy:xeHHBII 1esaTeIb HAYKHU U 00-
pasosauua PAE. Uneu Cormosa mxypHaau-
cros Poccun.

AsTop 235 myOonukamnmii, mpeuMyIie-
CTBEHHO II€PKOBHO-MCTOPUYECKON © may-
XOBHO-HpOCBeTHTeJIBCROfI TeMaTUuUKu. BBIJI
HarpaskJaeH TroCyJdapCTBeHHBIMU, I€PKOB-
HBIMH, BEJOMCTBE€HHBIMH M OGIJ.IeCTBeHHbI-
MU OpJeHaAMU U MegaJldMH, B TOM YHCJIe
opanenamu Pycckoin IIpasocnasuoin Ilepk-
Bu mpemnonoonoro Ceprus Pamoumeskcko-
ro IIl creneuun u cBaroro kHassa lanuniaa
Mocxkosckoro III cremenn, memanbio Op-
neHa «3a sacayru mepexn OreuectBom» I1
CTeIeHN.

Jlaypear wMe:kOyHaApOOHOHM NpPeMHU
umenu M.B. Jlomouocosa 3a xuury «Cgaer
Bo TbMme. UcTopuueckue mosecTm».
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